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5ƛƴŀ tƻǊŀǘΣ IŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ YŀƴǘƻǊ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 
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aƛŎƘŀƭ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊ 
 
9ŘƛǘƻǊ 
¢ŀƭƛŀ bŀŀƳŀǘ 
 
YŀƴǘƻǊ /ŜƴǘŜǊ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎ 
tŜǘŜǊ [ŜōŜƴǎǿŜǊŘ ς {ŎŀƴŘƛƴŀǾƛŀ 
[ƛŘƛŀ [ŜǊƴŜǊ ς [ŀǘƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ 
wƛǾŀ aŀƴŜ ς CǊŀƴŎŜ  
DƛƻǾŀƴƴƛ vǳŜǊ ς .5{ ŀƴŘ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ  
{ŀǊŀƘ wŜƳōƛǎȊŜǿǎƪƛ ς ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ ŀƴŘ DŜǊƳŀƴȅ 
wŀǇƘŀŜƭ ±ŀƎƻ ς wƻƳŀƴƛŀ   
Lƴƴŀ {ƘǘŀƪǎŜǊ ς tƻǎǘ {ƻǾƛŜǘ ¦ƴƛƻƴ 
 
/ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƻǊǎ 
¸ŀǊŘŜƴ .Ŝƴπ5ƻǊ ς !Ǌŀō /ƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ 
aƛŎƘŀƭ bŀǾƻǘƘ ŀƴŘ .ŜƴƧŀƳƛƴ !ƭōŀƭŀǎ όYL{ύ ς DǊŜŜŎŜ 
 
!ǊƎŜƴǘƛƴŀ ς aŀǊƛǎŀ .Ǌŀȅƭŀƴ ό5!L!ύ  
!ǳǎǘǊƛŀ π CƭƻǊƛŀƴ ½ŜƭƭŜǊ 
!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ς WǳƭƛŜ bŀǘƘŀƴ  
.ŜƭƎƛǳƳ ς Wƻšƭ YƻǘŜƪ ό{ŎƛŜƴŎŜǎ tƻ tŀǊƛǎύ 
.ǊŀȊƛƭ ς {ŀƳǳŜƭ CŜƭŘōŜǊƎ ό¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ {ńƻ tŀǳƭƻύ  
/ŀƴŀŘŀ ς 5ŀǾƛŘ aŀǘŀǎ ŀƴŘ wŀƴ ¦ƪŀǎƘƛ ό.Ωƴŀƛ .ǊƛǘƘύ  
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9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ¦ƴƛƻƴ ς YŀǘƘŀǊƛƴŀ Ǿƻƴ {ŎƘƴǳǊōŜƛƴΣ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ ƻƴ ŎƻƳōŀǘƛƴƎ !ƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ 
ŦƻǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ WŜǿƛǎƘ ƭƛŦŜ 
CǊŀƴŎŜ ς {t/W  
IǳƴƎŀǊȅ ς Lƴƴŀ {ƘǘŀƪǎŜǊΣ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ LΦ tƻƎƴŀƴȅ ό²ŀǊǿƛŎƪ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅύ  
LƴŘƛŀ ς bŀǾǊŀǎ WΦ !ŀŦǊŜŜŘƛ 
LǊŀƴ ς [ƛƻǊŀ IŜƴŘŜƭƳŀƴπ.ŀŀǾǳǊΣ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ LǊŀƴƛŀƴ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎΣ ¢!¦  
Lǘŀƭȅ ς {ǘŜŦŀƴƻ Dŀǘǘƛ ŀƴŘ .Ŝǘǘƛ DǳŜǘǘŀ ό/59/Σ hǎǎŜǊǾŀǘƻǊƛƻ !ƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛǎƳƻύ 
aŜȄƛŎƻ ς wŜƴŜŜ 5ŀȅŀƴ {Ƙŀōƻǘ ό¢Ǌƛōǳƴŀ LǎǊŀŜƭƛǘŀύ 
bŜǘƘŜǊƭŀƴŘǎ ς Iŀƴƴŀ [ǳŘŜƴ ό/L5Lύ 
tƻƭŀƴŘ ς aƛŎƘŀƭ .ƛƭŜǿƛǘŎȊ ό²ŀǊǎŀǿ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅύ 
tƻǊǘǳƎŀƭ ς wǳǘƘ /ŀƭǾńƻ 
tƻǎǘπ{ƻǾƛŜǘ wŜƎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ ς Lƴƴŀ {ƘǘŀƪǎŜǊ  
{ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀ ς 5ŀǾƛŘ {ŀŎƪǎ ό{ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ WŜǿƛǎƘ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ŜǇǳǘƛŜǎύ 
{ǿƛǘȊŜǊƭŀƴŘ ς /L/!5 ŀƴŘ {ƛƳƻƴ 9ǊƭŀƴƎŜǊ ό¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ [ǳŎŜǊƴŜύΣ WƻƴŀǘƘŀƴ YǊŜǳǘƴŜǊ ό{LD ς {ǿƛǎǎ CŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ WŜǿƛǎƘ 
/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎύ 
¦ƴƛǘŜŘ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ς 9ƭƭƛƻǘǘ /ƻƘŜƴ ό/{¢ύ 
¦{! ς !ǊȅŜƘ ¢ǳŎƘƳŀƴ ό!5[ύ 
¦{ /ŀƳǇǳǎŜǎ ς ¢ŀƳƳƛ wƻǎǎƳŀƴπ.ŜƴƧŀƳƛƴΣ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !a/I! LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ 
±ŜƴŜȊǳŜƭŀ ς ¢ƘŜ [ŀǘƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ hōǎŜǊǾŀǘƻǊȅΣ .ŜŀǘǊƛȊ wƛǘǘƛƎǎǘŜƛƴ ό/!L±ύ ŀƴŘ {ŀƳƳȅ 9ǇǇŜƭ  
LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊ ς aŀǘǘƘƛŀǎ YǳŜƴǘȊŜƭ 
[ŜǾ ¢ƻǇƻǊ όIŀƛŦŀ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅύ  
 
{ǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ 5ŀǘŀ !ƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ 
IŀƛƳ CƛǊŜōŜǊƎ 
 

¢ƘŜ YŀƴǘƻǊ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘŜŀƳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎ ƛǘǎ ŘŜŜǇ ƎǊŀǘƛǘǳŘŜ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƻǊǎΦ 
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¢ƘŜ bŜǘƘŜǊƭŀƴŘǎ ς Iŀƴƴŀ [ǳŘŜƴ       мпп 
tƻƭŀƴŘ π aƛŎƘŀƭ .ƛƭŜǿƛǘŎȊ ŀƴŘ Lƴƴŀ {ƘǘŀƪǎŜǊ      мпу 
tƻǊǘǳƎŀƭ π wǳǘƘ /ŀƭǾńƻ       мрс 
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The Kantor Center Methodology 

The report is based on the ongoing Kantor Center for the study of Contemporary 

9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ WŜǿǊȅΣ ǘƘŜ aƻǎƘŜ YŀƴǘƻǊ 5ŀǘŀōŀǎŜ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ work, and on the various reports and 

data sent to us by organizations and contact persons in about 40 countries ς a network 

we established during more than 25 years of activity. It should be noted that The Kantor 

Center and database is the only center, in Israel and abroad, that monitors and analyzes 

antisemitic manifestations worldwide, according to the same criteria, over such a long 

period of time that make a multi-year comparison possible. Nevertheless, we are aware 

of the possibility that not all the relevant data on antisemitic manifestations has reached 

us, because in many countries monitoring is not consistent or systematic; or because their 

ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŦǊŜŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎǘǳŘȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜǎΩ ǊǳƭŜǎΤ ŀƴŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ς as all 

monitoring agencies agree ς not all manifestations are reported. Still, we do believe that 

information about the major manifestations has reached us. 

The data and numbers presented herein on major violent antisemitic cases are the result 

of a specific monitoring and analysis system developed by the Kantor Center team, using 

specific criteria: 

1. Proven antisemitic motivation; 

2. Counting a multi-event as one case; 

3. No exaggeration or diminishing the severity of the situation; 

4. Distinguishing between violent cases and verbal and visual manifestations. 

Differences might occur between our published data on the number of violent incidents 

and those released by other monitoring communities and institutes. Monitoring 

communities and agencies sometimes present numbers of all types of antisemitic 

manifestations put together, violent, verbal and visual. 

We are aware of the necessity to analyze antisemitism in the broadest possible context. 

Therefore, there can be no understanding of antisemitism without a solid background 

knowledge of the political, economic and social developments in any given country and 

in the international arena, and for this we are indebted to our contributors from the world 

at large. 
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Lockdown with Keyboards: Antisemitism Worldwide 2020 ς the Corona 
Year 

Abstract 

The coronavirus pandemic and the resulting reality dictated both the nature and extent 

of antisemitism in 2020, which was an unusually tense and turbulent year all over the 

world. Prejudice, superstition, primordial emotions, and bizarre theories surfaced and 

dominated the scene, and manifestations of antisemitism, both verbal and visual, were 

vicious and outrageous.    

- Blaming the Jews and Israelis for developing and spreading the coronavirus (or 
ΨJudeovirusΩ), was the main motif in this yearΩs antisemitic manifestations. This notion 
is rooted in a deep fear of the Jew/Israeli as a spreader of disease in both the past and 
present. Iran contributed to the accusationΩs dissemination. 

- Lockdowns reduced encounters between Jews and their ill-wishers, diminishing the 
number of violent incidents from 456 to 371 - a number typical for 2016-2018.  
Moreover, no one was murdered this year for being Jewish, although any physical 
attack might end in a severe or fatal outcome. In most countries a decrease was 
observed in violent incidents, attacks on both people and property, threats and arson, 
but the level of vandalism against Jewish property and institutions remained 
unchanged. 

o A rise was registered in Ukraine, and a decline in Australia, the UK and 
especially in France and Canada. Worrying trends continued in Germany and 
the USA: 

o in Germany a rise was recorded in the total number of incidents, with the 
opposition to vaccines generating comparisons to the Holocaust, and 
continued desecration of Jewish memorials and cemeteries; 

o in the US antisemitic activities on the internet have intensified, and focal 
events like the killing of George Floyd by a police officer, the emergence of the 
BLM (Black Lives Matter) and Antifa movements as well as the Presidential 
elections have engendered conspiracy theories and boosted the activities of 
white supremacists and QAnon. 

- Vaccine opponents, both in Israel and abroad, compare the pandemic to the period 
of the Holocaust, and themselves to the persecuted Jews. This notion peaked with a 
comparison of Pfizer CEO Albert Bourla to Josef Mengele. 

- The lockdown enhanced all types of online activity, impacting the extent of 
antisemitism: the restrictions imposed on large networking services like Twitter and 
Facebook, and the commitments they took upon themselves ς to erase expressions 
of hatred, racism and antisemitism, started to reduce the number of antisemitic 
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manifestations on the web. At the same time, both antisemitic and anti-Zionist 
expressions became fiercer and more accusative, as a result of the pandemic's spread 
and its dire economic consequences. 

- Extremist groups, especially on the far right, such as white supremacists and neo-
Nazis, left the open social networks, moving their operations to the clandestine 
darknet - which is free of any restrictions or supervision. In the darknet, which grew 
substantially over the past year, they run their own websites, that are very hard to 
track. Ultimately, the decline that was observed in antisemitic manifestations in the 
open networks, was accompanied by a rise in antisemitic activities on the darknet.  

- Another new phenomenon to emerge during the pandemic was zoom-bombing: as 
zoom became a most common and effective channel of communication, extremist 
individuals and small groups seized the opportunity and began to break into zoom 
conferences of synagogues, Jewish community centers and university students, 
disrupting the meetings and posting their own hate messages instead. The number of 
such disruptions is hard to quantify. 

- The economic crisis resulting from the pandemic significantly lessened the ability of 
the BDS to inflict financial damage on Israel and Jewish institutions. Instead, BDS has 
focused its efforts on Lawfare ς warfare in the legal arena, as well as support for the 
Palestinian struggle against the Abraham Accords and Arab-Israeli cultural 
collaboration. 

The trend of accusing Jews and Israelis for spreading Covid-19 waned somewhat in the 

summer, but was rekindled in the fall, with the advent of the vaccines. In-between, 

several other important events occurred, like the killing of George Floyd, the emergence 

ƻŦ .[aΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ /ƻǳǊǘ ƻŦ WǳǎǘƛŎŜΩǎ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǘƛƴƎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ōŀƴ ƪƻǎƘŜǊ 

slaughtering, reinforcing antisemitic expressions and attacks. 

Several important achievements in the battle against antisemitism should be noted, such 

as the appointment of more special envoys in various countries and institutions, a growing 

willingness to adopt the Working Definition of Antisemitism, allocation of funds for 

ensuring the security of Jewish communities, and increased restrictions on the social 

media. The Kantor Center is currently mapping the adoption of the Working Definition of 

Antisemitism worldwide, alongside the heated debate that surrounds it. 

A detailed overview 

- Blaming the Jews and Israelis for developing and spreading the coronavirus (or 
ΨJudeovirusΩ) is a graver accusation than any previously made against Jews throughout 
history: Today's pandemic is regarded as a present-day Holocaust, a devastating 
global calamity, that has already killed more than 2.5 million people and caused 
extensive economic devastation. About a year ago, in February 2020, the pandemic 
began to spread across the globe, immediately followed by accusations that the virus 
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had been developed and was being spread by Jews and Israelis; they are the ones who 
would find a cure and vaccine for the disease, selling it to the ailing world and making 
a huge profit. Over the following months this libel spread rapidly. We received reports 
to this effect from dozens of countries, in the form of aggressive messages and 
numerous malicious caricatures. Moreover, the accusation was heard not only from 
extremist circles, such as white supremacists, ultra-conservative Christians, or the 
usual accusers like Iran, Turkey and the Palestinian Authority. It also spread to 
populations with no well-defined political or ideological identities.1 The Rothschild 
family and billionaire George Soros, who was previously blamed for bringing the 
immigrants to Europe, are mentioned repeatedly as partners in the global 
pharmaceutical industry, funding the spread of the virus and expected to gain even 
more wealth from it. Haredi Jews were especially targeted, because they were 
infected in large numbers while disobeying the imposed regulations.2 

o While in the US, for example, accusations mostly target Jews in general and 
Haredi Jews in particular, in the Middle East, it is Israel, Zionism and the 
Mossad that are considered responsible for the global situation. 

o Iran has facilitated the dissemination of this accusation: In South America, for 
instance, Iran has TV and radio networks, such as Hispan TV, that blame Israel,3 
and a Twitter campaign, probably Iranian, equating Israel with the virus, has 
reached millions of users. Iran's Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei uses his own 
Twitter account to constantly call for terrorism against Israel and for Israel's 
annihilation, comparing the country to the coronavirus.4 

o Islamist propaganda in general describes Israel itself as the virus that is most 
dangerous to humanity, naming it Covid-1948, after the year in which Israel 
was established. IDF soldiers are accused of spreading the virus in the 
Palestinian Authority, and warders in Israeli prisons are accused of injecting it 
to prisoners.5 

- Jews/Israelis as spreaders of disease: The common maxim, that Jews will be blamed 
anyway for any trouble under the sun, does not suffice in this case. Deep fear of the 
Jew/Israeli as a spreader of disease in both the past and present, is at the source of 
the accusation. This is fear of an unknown disease, rapidly spreading, darkly 

                                                      
1 https://en-humanities.tau.ac.il/sites/humanities_en.tau.ac.il/files/media_server/Humanities/TAU 

Spokesperon - Summary Coronavirus-based Antisemitism (1).pdf. 

2 https://www.haaretz.com/us-news/.premium-soros-conspiracy-theories-play-prominent-in-attacks-

against-u-s-jewish-politicans-1.9212170. 

3 https://en-

humanities.tau.ac.il/sites/humanities_en.tau.ac.il/files/media_server/Humanities/TAU%20Spokesperon%20

-%20Summary%20Coronavirus-based%20Antisemitism%20(1).pdf.  

4 https://www.gov.il/he/Departments/General/report_anti240121. 

5 https://en-

humanities.tau.ac.il/sites/humanities_en.tau.ac.il/files/media_server/Humanities/TAU%20Spokesperon%20

-%20Summary%20Coronavirus-based%20Antisemitism%20(1).pdf. 

https://en-humanities.tau.ac.il/sites/humanities_en.tau.ac.il/files/media_server/Humanities/TAU%20Spokesperon%20-%20Summary%20Coronavirus-based%20Antisemitism%20(1).pdf
https://en-humanities.tau.ac.il/sites/humanities_en.tau.ac.il/files/media_server/Humanities/TAU%20Spokesperon%20-%20Summary%20Coronavirus-based%20Antisemitism%20(1).pdf
https://en-humanities.tau.ac.il/sites/humanities_en.tau.ac.il/files/media_server/Humanities/TAU%20Spokesperon%20-%20Summary%20Coronavirus-based%20Antisemitism%20(1).pdf
https://www.haaretz.com/us-news/.premium-soros-conspiracy-theories-play-prominent-in-attacks-against-u-s-jewish-politicans-1.9212170
https://www.haaretz.com/us-news/.premium-soros-conspiracy-theories-play-prominent-in-attacks-against-u-s-jewish-politicans-1.9212170
https://www.haaretz.com/us-news/.premium-soros-conspiracy-theories-play-prominent-in-attacks-against-u-s-jewish-politicans-1.9212170
https://en-humanities.tau.ac.il/sites/humanities_en.tau.ac.il/files/media_server/Humanities/TAU%20Spokesperon%20-%20Summary%20Coronavirus-based%20Antisemitism%20(1).pdf
https://en-humanities.tau.ac.il/sites/humanities_en.tau.ac.il/files/media_server/Humanities/TAU%20Spokesperon%20-%20Summary%20Coronavirus-based%20Antisemitism%20(1).pdf
https://en-humanities.tau.ac.il/sites/humanities_en.tau.ac.il/files/media_server/Humanities/TAU%20Spokesperon%20-%20Summary%20Coronavirus-based%20Antisemitism%20(1).pdf
https://en-humanities.tau.ac.il/sites/humanities_en.tau.ac.il/files/media_server/Humanities/TAU%20Spokesperon%20-%20Summary%20Coronavirus-based%20Antisemitism%20(1).pdf
https://www.gov.il/he/Departments/General/report_anti240121
https://www.gov.il/he/Departments/General/report_anti240121
https://en-humanities.tau.ac.il/sites/humanities_en.tau.ac.il/files/media_server/Humanities/TAU%20Spokesperon%20-%20Summary%20Coronavirus-based%20Antisemitism%20(1).pdf
https://en-humanities.tau.ac.il/sites/humanities_en.tau.ac.il/files/media_server/Humanities/TAU%20Spokesperon%20-%20Summary%20Coronavirus-based%20Antisemitism%20(1).pdf
https://en-humanities.tau.ac.il/sites/humanities_en.tau.ac.il/files/media_server/Humanities/TAU%20Spokesperon%20-%20Summary%20Coronavirus-based%20Antisemitism%20(1).pdf
https://en-humanities.tau.ac.il/sites/humanities_en.tau.ac.il/files/media_server/Humanities/TAU%20Spokesperon%20-%20Summary%20Coronavirus-based%20Antisemitism%20(1).pdf
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mysterious, and such dread engenders prejudice, superstition and primordial 
emotions, like those evoked by tuberculosis or leprosy when they had no cure. 
Throughout history Jews have been perceived as spreaders of disease, ever since they 
were driven out of Egypt: supposedly the Tribes of Israel had contracted leprosy and 
infected their surroundings, leading to their isolation and consequent banishment 
from the Land of Goshen; The accusation of well-poisoning was added in the Middle 
Ages, during the Black Plague of the mid-14th century, when people looked for 
someone to blame for the great catastrophe; Jews served as physicians in the courts 
of kings and princes, and many legends reflect fear of their great power and 
knowledge; In the USA of the late 19th century Jews were blamed for spreading typhus 
and cholera; the Nazis were obsessively terrified of Jews as spreaders of disease, 
describing them as rats, mice and lice, not as a metaphor but as the real thing - 
Germans would open doors in the ghettos by kicking the door handle with their boots 
in order not to touch it ς and their propaganda spread throughout Europe, as did the 
propaganda engulfing the so-called ΨDoctorsΩ plotΩ initiated by Stalin toward the end 
of his life. The term Judeovirus,6 added to the lexicon this year, effectively 
encapsulates this fear and the reemergence of the Jew's persona as a spreader of 
disease.7 

- Figures and trends: The restrictions imposed on populations as a result of the 
pandemic altered the nature of antisemitic activities: Just like other populations, 
including anti-Semite activists, Jews were absent from the public space. Many 
community institutions were closed down, children stayed at home, and consequently 
no one was murdered this year for being Jewish. The count of bodily injuries 
decreased from 170 in 2019 to 107 in 2020. Damage to private property was also 
reduced from 130 to 84 incidents, simply because people mostly stayed at home. On 
the other hand, a rise was observed in desecrations of Jewish cemeteries and 
vandalizing of Holocaust memorials and other Jewish monuments ς from 77 to 96 
incidents, because these sites are open and unprotected. The number of vandalized 
synagogues also increased from 53 to 63, since being closed, they became easy prey.8 
In the US a gradual rise in violent incidents has been observed for several years, 
reaching 119 this year, and Germany also saw a significant escalation in the total 
number of cases, reaching 2,275 (compared to 1,839 in 2019) - the highest number 
recorded since 2001 - including 59 violent incidents. In both countries, vandalism 
accounted for most of the incidents.9 A significant decline was noted in Australia, the 
UK and especially France, where the Ministry of the Interior and the Jewish 
Community both reported a drop of 50% in all types of incidents, due to the tight 
lockdown, as well as Canada, where the number of violent cases dropped by more 

                                                      
6 https://twitter.com/hashtag/judeovirus. 

7  https://en-

humanities.tau.ac.il/sites/humanities_en.tau.ac.il/files/media_server/Humanities/PP_DP_260720.pdf.   

8  See attached graphs, compiled by Dr. Haim Fireberg. 

9  See report on Germany by Ms. Sarah Rembiszewski herein.    

https://twitter.com/hashtag/judeovirus
https://twitter.com/hashtag/judeovirus
https://en-humanities.tau.ac.il/sites/humanities_en.tau.ac.il/files/media_server/Humanities/PP_DP_260720.pdf
https://en-humanities.tau.ac.il/sites/humanities_en.tau.ac.il/files/media_server/Humanities/PP_DP_260720.pdf
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than a half. 10 Most incidents occurred in countries with large Jewish communities: the 
US, Canada, the UK, Australia, France and Germany. In all other countries, with the 
exception of Ukraine, less than 10 incidents (per country) occurred in 2020. 

- Antisemitism on the web: Since the public space was shut down during the pandemic, 
and people stayed at home with their computers, activities in the social media 
skyrocketed. These included antisemitic activities and messages ς which escalated in 
aggressiveness and verbal abuse. Since countries closed down their borders, greatly 
restricting exits and entries, discussions on immigrants and immigration, the focus of 
attention in previous years, were replaced by online discourse on the coronavirus, the 
economy and who was to blame for the crisis. When zoom became a major means of 
communication, a phenomenon called zoom-bombing emerged ς breaking into zoom 
conferences of synagogues, Jewish community centers and Jewish students, 
disrupting the meetings and using the platform to their own hate messages - 
swastikas, antisemitic presentations or speeches, etc.11 

o The monitoring system of Israel's Ministry of Diaspora Affairs identified more 
than a million antisemitic posts in English during 2020, as well as about a 
million in other languages ς including approximately 500,000 in Arabic and 
250,000 in French. This marks a drop of about 50% compared to 2018, 
achieved through agreements with the leading media companies. There is, 
however, a downside to this improvement: the decrease of antisemitism in 
the leading networks led to a strengthening of undercurrents ς namely, the 
darknet. 

o Analysis of darknetΩs contents reveals that while in the open networks about 
70% of the antisemitic messages deal with new antisemitism, and about a 
quarter express classic antisemitism, this ratio is reversed in the darknet: 
about 70% manifest classic antisemitism and only about 20% display new 
antisemitism.12 

o Possibly users, particularly in the US and UK, came to regard the new 
antisemitism in the open networks, including antisemitic descriptions of Israel, 
emphasis on Zionist conspiracies and discussions on the BDS,  as more political 
and not truly antisemitic - and thus more legitimate than classic antisemitism, 
and certainly more than support for Nazi ideology or the denial or distortion 
of the Holocaust, both of which have risen over the past year. 

                                                      
10 See report by the SPCJ on France herein. 

11 https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/20/style/zoombombing-zoom-trolling.html. 

12 https://www.gov.il/he/Departments/General/report_anti240121.   

12 https://en-

humanities.tau.ac.il/sites/humanities_en.tau.ac.il/files/media_server/Humanities/TAU%20Spokesperon%20

-%20Summary%20Coronavirus-based%20Antisemitism%20(1).pdf. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/20/style/zoombombing-zoom-trolling.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/20/style/zoombombing-zoom-trolling.html
https://www.gov.il/he/Departments/General/report_anti240121
https://www.gov.il/he/Departments/General/report_anti240121
https://en-humanities.tau.ac.il/sites/humanities_en.tau.ac.il/files/media_server/Humanities/TAU%20Spokesperon%20-%20Summary%20Coronavirus-based%20Antisemitism%20(1).pdf
https://en-humanities.tau.ac.il/sites/humanities_en.tau.ac.il/files/media_server/Humanities/TAU%20Spokesperon%20-%20Summary%20Coronavirus-based%20Antisemitism%20(1).pdf
https://en-humanities.tau.ac.il/sites/humanities_en.tau.ac.il/files/media_server/Humanities/TAU%20Spokesperon%20-%20Summary%20Coronavirus-based%20Antisemitism%20(1).pdf
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- The darknet and extremist groups in the US: As noted above, 2020 saw an 
advancement in legislation, restrictions and agreements between international 
institutions that monitor and combat antisemitism and the large networks, especially 
in the West. Other countries, such as Russia, China, Iran and some Arab countries, did 
not sign such agreements, and have their own platforms. The restrictions led 
extremist groups to leave the open networks, and descend into the dark or alternative 
net, where they can be free of any supervision or restrictions.13 Quite a number of 
websites host these groups, changing their names and entrance procedures to 
prevent exposure. Thus, for example, CHAN 8 became KUN8, where right-wing 
extremists feed each other with materials they prefer, such as The Turner Diaries - a 
dystopian novel describing a violent race war in the US, which ultimately annihilates 
all non-whites in the world. The FBI has defined this novel as the Bible of the racist 
right: the perpetrators of the terror attacks near San Diego, in Christchurch, New 
Zealand, and also in Halle and Vienna, drew inspiration from this book, while finding 
the contacts and training they needed on the darknet.14 Trafficking of arms, women, 
pedophilia and pornography also takes place in the clandestine darknet, and Iran has 
its own darknet station, Press TV, that also spreads its messages out in the open.15 

o One major example of the growing presence of extremists in the darknet is the 
QAnon movement. Launched in 2016, QAnon has gradually expanded, and by 
2020 it had acquired a wide audience of supporters. This far-right movement, 
defined by the US Department of Homeland Security as a potential source of 
domestic terrorism,16 is founded upon a bizarre conspiracy theory, whereby a 
secret cabal of pedophilic and cannibalistic Satan-worshippers is running a 
global child sex-trafficking ring and even devouring the children(!). 

o According to some American media, QAnon has acquired millions of followers 
and fans, because it presents an image of a cosmic struggle between a cult 
striving for world domination through the Democrats (QAnonΩs sworn 
enemies), blacks, and Jews on one side, and the true patriots who support 
Donald Trump and defend the foundation on which the US was built, as they 
see it, on the other.17 

o Before the last presidential elections, some of QAnon's spokespersons 
advocated violence if their opponents should win, and in fact members of this 
group stood out in the storming of the US Capitol. Even though the Jews are 
not at the top of their list, but rather all those who do not fit into their 

                                                      
13 See report by Dr. Lev Topor on Antisemitism on the Dark Web: Conspiracies, Communities and 

Actions herein. 

14 https://www.britannica.com/topic/The-Turner-Diaries. 

15 https://www.presstv.com/. 

16 https://www.hsdl.org/c/conspiracy-theory-trends-qanon/. 

17 https://www.vox.com/2020/10/9/21504910/qanon-conspiracy-theory-facebook-ban-trump. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theistic_Satanism
https://www.britannica.com/topic/The-Turner-Diaries
https://www.britannica.com/topic/The-Turner-Diaries
https://www.presstv.com/
https://www.presstv.com/
https://www.hsdl.org/c/conspiracy-theory-trends-qanon/
https://www.hsdl.org/c/conspiracy-theory-trends-qanon/
https://www.vox.com/2020/10/9/21504910/qanon-conspiracy-theory-facebook-ban-trump
https://www.vox.com/2020/10/9/21504910/qanon-conspiracy-theory-facebook-ban-trump
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worldview, the familiar motifs are quite clear ς murdering children and using 
their bodies. 

o In effect this is just one more version of the blood libel and the evil force 
striving for world domination behind the scenes: Cabal is a term used in 
antisemitic and other conspiracy theories to signify a dark, secret body with 
evil powers. The storming of the Capitol was closely followed by a wave of 
extreme antisemitic and anti-Zionist expressions in the unsupervised 
networks, including death threats, calls for the f---g Jewish rats to leave άour 
countryέ, and letting the Zionists know that they, the patriots, would not allow 
a hostile takeover of the White House.18 The acronym ZOG, a known 
derogatory term used by the American far right, which stands for Zionist 
Occupation Government, meaning that the Zionists run the US government, 
has also been restored by QAnon.19 

- Vaccine opponents and the Holocaust, in Israel and abroad: Since the pandemic is 
perceived as a terrible catastrophe, it is compared to the worst disaster the world has 
ever known ς the Holocaust. This comparison is especially prevalent among vaccine 
opponents, who equate the restrictions and lockdowns for containing the pandemic 
with policies of the Nazi regime. Establishment and governments are accused of 
applying means of coercion: lockdowns are compared to incarceration in ghettos and 
concentration camps; vaccines are described as wicked medical experiments; 
certificates granting privileges after vaccination are seen as the infamous 'selection' 
procedure in Nazi death camps; antivaxxers feel that they are as undesirable and 
persecuted as the Jews were; the epitaph on the gate to Auschwitz served as a source 
for the new slogan 'The vaccine sets one free'; and so on. In Germany, where 
opposition to the vaccines is particularly strong, demonstrators wore a yellow star on 
their clothes, with the word 'unvaccinated' replacing the word 'Jew', and called 
Chancellor Merkel a Nazi.20 Opposition to the vaccines has generated social and 
political tension, partly because it comes from groups that either oppose or don't 
recognize the establishment, like the Haredim in Israel, or from people who define 
themselves as outsiders who don't follow the rules, largely left-wingers. Far-right 
supporters of former President Trump also held similar views. The word 'Auschwitz' 
was observed on a black T-shirt worn by someone in the crowd that stormed the US 
Capitol. The words 'Auschwitz', 'Josef Mengele' and others also appear on many 
posters, caricatures and illustrations, both in Israel and abroad. Prof. Galia Rahav, 
Head of the Infectious Disease Unit at the Sheba Medical Center was called a Nazi, and 
a newspaper in Greece published the picture of Albert Bourla, a Greek Jew and CEO 

                                                      
18   https://www.clevelandjewishnews.com/news/local_news/ohio-leaders-groups-react-to-protester-s-anti-

semitic-sign/article_184d17b0-8304-11ea-ab52-b31d5703d75d.html; 

https://www.ecaj.org.au/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/ECAJ-Antisemitism-Report-2020.pdf.  

19 https://www.adl.org/education/references/hate-symbols/zog.  

20 https://www.dw.com/en/maltese-envoy-quits-after-calling-merkel-a-nazi/a-53387702.  

https://www.clevelandjewishnews.com/news/local_news/ohio-leaders-groups-react-to-protester-s-anti-semitic-sign/article_184d17b0-8304-11ea-ab52-b31d5703d75d.html
https://www.clevelandjewishnews.com/news/local_news/ohio-leaders-groups-react-to-protester-s-anti-semitic-sign/article_184d17b0-8304-11ea-ab52-b31d5703d75d.html
https://www.ecaj.org.au/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/ECAJ-Antisemitism-Report-2020.pdf
https://www.adl.org/education/references/hate-symbols/zog
https://www.adl.org/education/references/hate-symbols/zog
https://www.dw.com/en/maltese-envoy-quits-after-calling-merkel-a-nazi/a-53387702
https://www.dw.com/en/maltese-envoy-quits-after-calling-merkel-a-nazi/a-53387702
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of Pfizer, next to a picture of Mengele.21 The advent of the vaccines, coupled with 
Israel's vast vaccination campaign, assisted by Israelis and Jews who hold prominent 
positions in the companies that produce these vaccines, like Bourla and Tal Zaks, Chief 
Medical Officer at Moderna, reinforced the accusations: Israelis and Jews join hands 
so that Israel may be first to recover from the pandemic, while the rest of the world 
stands in line and begs the Jews for help. 

- Impact of major events: During the summer of 2020 the wave of accusations seemed 
to wane. They appeared less frequently, and the traditional outbreaks of violence 
were not observed during the Jewish holidays. The accusations were, however, 
renewed in the fall, with the emergence of the vaccines. In fact they had not 
disappeared, but had been replaced by others: Right after the killing of George Floyd 
by a police officer in Minneapolis in May, the content of accusations against Jews and 
Israelis, both individually and collectively, changed from one day to the next: First, the 
slave traders who had shipped hundreds of thousands of Africans to the US, were 
allegedly Jews, 'privileged' then as now, closely connected to the ruling class, 
financially benefiting from these ties and holding key positions. In this way, a 
continuity was established between the image of the Jew in previous centuries and 
the Jews of today. This accusation, totally lacking any historical foundation, divided 
the Afro-American public from the Jewish community ς in complete contrast to the 
fact that many Jewish leaders and youth took part in the Afro-Americans' struggle for 
civil rights.22 Moreover, the Black Lives Matter movement, emerging after the killing 
of George Floyd, which was originally nonςviolent and won the support of the Jewish 
public, later exhibited antisemitic views in its slogans and demonstrations. Examples 
include the June protests in Paris, which merged with pro-Palestinian demonstrations, 
as well as outbursts of vandalism in American cities, that became the order of the day. 
23  Second, the allegedly fact-founded news that the Israel Police train American 
policemen, goading them towards ruthlessness and racism, spread quickly.  This 
notion turned the existing collaboration - combating terrorism and sharing 
intelligence - into a means for allegedly imbuing American police with the ugly traits 
of Jews/Israelis, suggesting that Israelis are able to impact forces much larger than 
themselves. Third, the comparison between Palestinians and Afro-Americans also 
came up immediately ς implying that both populations suffer from the cruelty of Israel 
and its Jewish supporters, and that this similar, dual oppression is enabled by the close 
alliance between Israel and the US government. 

- The Antifa movement joined forces with BLM and BDS. This movement, which 
comprises a variety of groups and networks, first originated in the 1930's, focusing on 
an aggressive struggle against far-right extremism and racism in all their forms. Its 

                                                      
21 See report by Michal Navoth on Greece herein. 

22  https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/jews-and-the-african-slave-trade/.  

23 https://www.afr.com/world/europe/why-black-lives-matter-protests-are-a-catalyst-for-anti-semitism-

20200623-p555ch.  

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/jews-and-the-african-slave-trade/
https://www.afr.com/world/europe/why-black-lives-matter-protests-are-a-catalyst-for-anti-semitism-20200623-p555ch
https://www.afr.com/world/europe/why-black-lives-matter-protests-are-a-catalyst-for-anti-semitism-20200623-p555ch
https://www.afr.com/world/europe/why-black-lives-matter-protests-are-a-catalyst-for-anti-semitism-20200623-p555ch
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activists advocate the strongest opposition to the West in general and capitalism in 
particular, and being mostly extreme far-leftists, they are ardent anti-Israelis. They 
side and operate with BLM, they are at the spearhead of BDS, and have voiced support 
for Palestinian terror and violence in US campuses.24  

- In December, toward the end of the year, another issue surfaced: the declaration of 
EU's Court of Justice in Luxembourg permitting states to ban both kosher 
slaughtering and Muslim Halal. A little earlier, in September, the same Court had 
announced that it was committed to freedom that would enable both Jews and 
Muslims to live by the customs of their respective faiths, and in November the EU 
Council published a long, even moving declaration denouncing antisemitism.25 But 
both these important declarations contrast with the image of the Jew, as reflected in 
the ban on kosher slaughtering: once again the Jews' alleged innate cruelty emerges, 
a legacy derived from the Old Testament with its jealous and vengeful God, Who 
commands His followers to raise a strong arm, this time against helpless animals. This 
cruelty goes hand in hand with yet another characteristic ς namely the dogmatism 
reflected in adherence to age-old halachas, that should long ago have been changed 
and adapted to a modern world that regards the treatment of animals as a measure 
of values and compassion. The inversion typical of antisemitism is clear: In the Middle 
Ages the Jews were accused of having an affinity, even intimate relation, with pigs; 
using blood is prohibited in Judaism, because 'blood is the soul', but blood libels 
continued into the 20th century; and kosher slaughtering was publicly denounced as 
hurtful to the animal, even though the European public is quite ignorant of its 
procedures. One horrible image engraved in the Germans' collective memory comes 
from the 'The Eternal Jew', a film produced at Goebbels' command: a line of bearded 
Jews with knives in their hands and an evil grin on their faces, a cow slaughtered, 
twitching in agony for long moments as its blood pours onto the floor.26 Germans 
weren't the only ones to see this film, which came to symbolize Jewish cruelty toward 
animals. Like all Nazi propaganda, it was distributed throughout Europe. So the ban 
on kosher slaughtering may not be antisemitic per se, but it does reinforce this 
negative image of the Jew. 

- The activities of the BDS (Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions) were impacted by both 
the pandemic and the political changes in the Middle East - mainly the normalization 
of relations between Israel and several Arab states, and the signing of the US-
sponsored Abraham Accords. The impact of the pandemic and economic slowdown 
was reflected in a significant decrease in anti-Israeli economic initiatives. Even the US 
publication of a blacklist of companies operating beyond the green line did not 
increase their number.27 On the other hand, support for the activities of anti-Israeli 

                                                      
24 https://www.wsj.com/articles/q-a-what-is-antifa-11598985917.  

25  https://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2020-12/cp200163en.pdf; 

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/47065/st13637-en20.pdf.   

26 https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/der-ewige-jude.  

27 See report by Dr. Giovanni Quer on BDS herein. 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/q-a-what-is-antifa-11598985917
https://www.wsj.com/articles/q-a-what-is-antifa-11598985917
https://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2020-12/cp200163en.pdf
https://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2020-12/cp200163en.pdf
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/47065/st13637-en20.pdf
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/der-ewige-jude
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/der-ewige-jude
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students and Palestinian boycott initiatives was continued. Support for the 
Palestinians, who consider themselves wronged by the Abraham Accords, led the BDS 
to oppose normalization ς in contradiction to its spokespersons' declarations about 
wishing for peace and prosperity in the Middle East. In this context, most boycott 
initiatives targeted Arab performers who appeared in Israel or together with Israeli 
performers. These boycotts engendered a heated debate in Israel's Arab sector.28 In 
addition, the debate about a juristic boycott on Israel intensified: those in favor 
declare that they promote freedom of speech, while their opponents claim that the 
boycott is tainted with antisemitism. In the US anti-BDS legislation is in effect in states 
that adopted it, and the movement was declared antisemitic by Foreign Secretary 
Pompeo. In Europe, however, opinions vary: The European Court of Human Rights has 
reversed French legislation against the BDS, and in the UK a court reversed a decision 
made in accordance with an anti-BDS government policy. In Germany the Bundestag's 
2019 decision is still in effect, defining the BDSΩs argumentation and methods as 
antisemitic.29 

- In Germany, a significant gap was identified between the efforts of the government 
and its various agencies to combat antisemitism, and its real-life manifestations: In 
2020 a rise was recorded in the total number of incidents - from 2,032 in 2019 to 2,275 
ς an increase of 11% and the highest figure since 2001. 410 of these events occurred 
in Berlin during the first half of the year. The real numbers are probably much higher, 
since surveys have found that about 80% of the incidents are not reported (an average 
of 75% are not reported in EU countries). Moreover, very few arrests are made, and 
punishment is almost nonexistent. The number of radical Muslim activists has grown, 
and far-right activists have apparently increased their numbers by about 7,000-
8,000.30 A growing number of these activists join the military and the police force, 
amassing arms and training for the day when they will overthrow the government. 
According to police reports, 90% of the antisemitic incidents were perpetrated by the 
far right, 31 but this estimate has been severely criticized, as it was in 2019, because 
once again the part of the radical Muslims was greatly underestimated. 

o The desecration of monuments, particularly Holocaust memorials, including 
the well-known Stolpersteine (stumbling stones), as well as Jewish cemeteries, 
continued in 2020; Many zoom-bombing incidents were recorded; Opposition 
to Covid-19 restrictions and vaccines was manifested in weekly 
demonstrations over several months, attended by a diversity of participants ς 
not necessarily from the far right, and voicing extreme ideas that compared 
the pandemic to the Holocaust; Descent into the clandestine darknet was 
observed in both Germany and Austria, due to the ban on Holocaust denial 

                                                      
28 Ibid. 

29  https://www.bbc.com/news/av/world-middle-east-55000041; https://www.reuters.com/article/us-

germany-bds-israel-idUSKCN1SN204. 

30  See report on Germany by Ms. Sarah Rembiszewski herein. 

31 https://www.jpost.com/bds-threat/antisemitic-crimes-increase-in-germany-police-report-658941.  

https://www.bbc.com/news/av/world-middle-east-55000041
https://www.bbc.com/news/av/world-middle-east-55000041
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-germany-bds-israel-idUSKCN1SN204
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-germany-bds-israel-idUSKCN1SN204
https://www.jpost.com/bds-threat/antisemitic-crimes-increase-in-germany-police-report-658941
https://www.jpost.com/bds-threat/antisemitic-crimes-increase-in-germany-police-report-658941
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and on support for Nazism, as well as the restrictions and penalties imposed 
by the Bundestag on Twitter and Facebook; Support for the QAnon movement 
is widespread; and generally people seem to be growing tired of discourse on 
the Holocaust ς a trend confirmed by a comprehensive survey held on 
International Holocaust Remembrance Day.32 

o Opposition to the Working Definition of Antisemitism is on the rise, especially 
among those who claim that the Definition blocks criticism toward Israel. This 
trend was particularly apparent in the heated public debate surrounding the 
views of Cameroonian philosopher Achille Mbembe.33 

o In the ongoing effort to combat these antisemitic activities and trends, a few 
dozen special envoys were appointed in various locations and institutions, and 
increased funds were allotted to the protection of Jewish communities, as well 
as education combating racism and antisemitism. GermanyΩs legislation on 
these issues is perhaps the most meticulous in the world, with the Bundestag 
dedicating in-depth discussions to the BDS and restrictions on the social 
media. 

o There is also an attempt to closely monitor the far-right, especially within the 
military and police force, including searches for concealed weapons, and a 
commando unit was even disbanded as a result. 34 Angela Merkel has declared 
that antisemitism is a disgrace, and that she herself is deeply ashamed about 
the rise of antisemitism, which is becoming increasingly present and 
unabashed.35 

Achievements in the battle against antisemitism 

This year, like the previous two years, saw some reassuring achievements in the battle 

against antisemitism. 

First, more special envoys, responsible for combating antisemitism, were appointed in 

several countries, like the Netherlands, Romania and Canada, and the envoy of the US 

State Department was promoted to the rank of Ambassador. UN Secretary-General 

Antonio Guterres appointed Miguel Moratinos as UN Focal Point for combating 

antisemitism.36 

                                                      
32  https://www.deutschlandfunkkultur.de/studie-zu-70-jahre-nach-auschwitz-junge-deutsche-sind-

des.1278.de.html?dram:article_id=310367.  

33  https://www.dw.com/en/why-achille-mbembe-was-accused-of-anti-semitism/a-53293797.  

34 https://www.dw.com/en/ksk-german-special-forces-company-dissolved-due-to-far-right-concerns/a-

54386661.  

35 https://www.dw.com/en/angela-merkel-laments-disgrace-of-kristallnacht/a-55548319.  

36 https://www.jpost.com/diaspora/antisemitism/united-nations-appoints-first-un-focal-point-to-monitor-

antisemitism-636863.  

https://www.deutschlandfunkkultur.de/studie-zu-70-jahre-nach-auschwitz-junge-deutsche-sind-des.1278.de.html?dram:article_id=310367
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 16 

 

In March the Austrian Parliament made a decision, considered historical, and supported 

by all parties, including those on the extreme right and left, to combat antisemitism. 

Senior minister Karoline Edtstadler was appointed to lead a comprehensive strategic plan 

for the battle against antisemitism - the outcome of extensive efforts, and an annual 

budget was determined for ensuring the security of Jewish communities. In June the 

Hizballah was outlawed, following another decision of the Parliament, and BDS was 

declared antisemitic.37  

Second, the Working Definition of Antisemitism was adopted during 2020 by a growing 

number of countries, universities, sports clubs, municipalities and local councils, and this 

trend continues in 2021. The Kantor Center is currently mapping the adoption of the 

Definition worldwide, and the total number exceeds 450. Recently Bahrein also adopted 

the Definition, and most important: it was adopted by the Global Imams Council, 

following the signing of the Abraham Accords.38 The EU published a detailed handbook 

recommending a correct and comprehensive use of the Definition, as part of a more 

general decision to recognize the battle against antisemitism as a clause in its political 

plans.39 

As the adoption of the Working Definition progresses, as it becomes a value-based 

statement, an affirmation of standing by those who combat antisemitism and other 

injustices, criticism and opposition to its implementation also intensify. The main 

opponents are intellectuals and academics, especially those who support Palestinian 

rights. Their main argument is that the Definition is detrimental to freedom of speech as 

well as to the Palestinians' right to self-determination, and that the four points in the 

Definition, indicating when anti-Zionism is in fact antisemitism, turn any criticism of Israel 

into antisemitism. These claims are unfounded, since the Definition is non-legally-binding, 

namely it is a recommendation and not part of any legislation, and also because the 

Jewish People's right to self-determination detracts nothing from the Palestinians' right 

to self-determination. The Definition also states explicitly that criticism of Israel, which is 

just like criticism of any other democratic country, cannot be regarded as antisemitic.40 

One of President Joe Biden's first steps was to warmly adopt the Definition without 

grounding it in legislation,41 while Greece was the first, and for now the only country to 

                                                      
37 https://www.austria.org/the-latest/2020/2/28/austrian-parliament-presents-resolution-proposal-

condemning-anti-semitism-and-the-bds-movement. 

38 https://eurojewcong.org/news/news-and-views/global-imams-council-adopts-ihra-definition-of-

antisemitism/. 

39 https://en-

humanities.tau.ac.il/sites/humanities_en.tau.ac.il/files/media_server/Hanbook%20practical%20use%20of%

20the%20IHRA.pdf. 

40 https://www.haaretz.co.il/opinions/letters/.premium-1.9480441; 

https://www.haaretz.co.il/opinions/letters/.premium-1.8973295. 

41  https://www.i24news.tv/en/news/international/1612302208-biden-administration-embraces-and-

champions-ihra-definition-of-anti-semitism. 

https://www.austria.org/the-latest/2020/2/28/austrian-parliament-presents-resolution-proposal-condemning-anti-semitism-and-the-bds-movement
https://www.austria.org/the-latest/2020/2/28/austrian-parliament-presents-resolution-proposal-condemning-anti-semitism-and-the-bds-movement
https://www.austria.org/the-latest/2020/2/28/austrian-parliament-presents-resolution-proposal-condemning-anti-semitism-and-the-bds-movement
https://eurojewcong.org/news/news-and-views/global-imams-council-adopts-ihra-definition-of-antisemitism/
https://eurojewcong.org/news/news-and-views/global-imams-council-adopts-ihra-definition-of-antisemitism/
https://eurojewcong.org/news/news-and-views/global-imams-council-adopts-ihra-definition-of-antisemitism/
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https://en-humanities.tau.ac.il/sites/humanities_en.tau.ac.il/files/media_server/Hanbook%20practical%20use%20of%20the%20IHRA.pdf
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establish an inter-office committee charged with proposing a legal framework for 

implementing the Definition in education, in the legal system and in government.42 

Researchers at the Kantor Center believe that using the Definition as is, and the assistance 

it provides in various areas, like identifying instances of antisemitism, instructing police, 

serving as supportive material in court, and encouraging discussions on fundamental 

issues in parliaments and universities before adopting the Definition, are more beneficial 

than grounding it in the law and making it a coercive tool. 

Third, allocation of funds for protecting Jewish communities: New York Governor 

Andrew Cuomo, former President Donald Trump, Germany's Office of the Interior, the 

Sachsen-Anhalt state where the city of Halle is located, the Austrian government ς have 

all announced that they would increase their existing funding or allocate new funds to the 

protection and development of security means for the Jewish communities.43 

Fourth, Jewish education and Jewish life: Morocco has announced that it would include 

chapters on the history and culture of Moroccan Jews in its curriculums.44 Germany plans 

a series of events in 2021, to celebrate 1700 years of Jewish life in Germany, including the 

battle against antisemitism.45 

Former President Trump approved the Never Again Education Act, authorizing the United 

States Holocaust Memorial Museum (USHMM) in Washington D.C. to promote the 

teaching and awareness of the Holocaust.46 The European Council regards antisemitism 

as an "attack on European values", and indicates the need to combat it decisively.47  In 

October the Foreign Minister of Abu Dhabi met with Israeli Foreign Minister Gabi 

Ashkenazi at the Holocaust Memorial in Berlin, and together they announced: Never 

again!48 The President of the European Commission, Ursula von der Leyen, decided to 

upgrade both the battle against antisemitism and support for Jewish life, and appointed 

her VP Maragaritis Schinas to handle these affairs.49 

                                                      
42 See report by Michal Navoth on Greece herein. 

43 https://www.timesofisrael.com/austrian-government-triples-security-funding-for-local-jewish-

community/; https://www.jpost.com/diaspora/germany-pledges-extra-26-million-for-jewish-security-

642842. 

44 https://www.haaretz.com/middle-east-news/.premium-moroccan-schools-teach-jewish-history-in-

groundbreaking-first-1.9360358. 

45 https://berlinspectator.com/2021/02/21/germany-celebrates-1700-years-of-jewish-life-on-its-territory-1/.  

46 https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/116/hr943.  

47 https://www.worldjewishcongress.org/en/news/eu-calls-antisemitism-incompatible-with-values-

demands-national-strategies-from-member-countries-12-3-2020. 

48 https://www.reuters.com/article/uk-israel-gulf-germany/uae-minister-vows-never-again-in-berlin-

holocaust-memorial-visit-together-with-israeli-counterpart-idUKKBN26R2HG?edition-redirect=in. 

49 https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/just/newsletter-specific-archive-

issue.cfm?newsletter_service_id=1955&newsletter_issue_id=27770&pdf=true&fullDate=Sun%2012%20Ja

n%202020&lang=default.  
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Moreover, in recent years, institutions like the European Union and Israel's Ministries 

of Foreign Affairs and Diaspora Affairs have intensified their talks with the companies 

running the social media. Certain companies have undertaken to change their policies 

with regard to erasing antisemitic content as soon as it is discovered. For example, 

Facebook agreed to change its policy, responding to an approach by a coalition of 150 

organizations. The Kantor Center was party to a letter to the press which accompanied 

this approach to Mark Zuckerberg.50 There has been progress in developing tools enabling 

the detection of antisemitic discourse on the internet, based on the Working Definition. 

Israel's Ministry of Diaspora Affairs has developed the Antisemitic Cyber Monitoring 

System, which identifies antisemitic expressions in several languages on several 

networks, and in 2020 even began to monitor websites in the darknet, which are more 

difficult to access. However, despite repeated declarations on the part of the leading 

services, and some progress made so far, there is still a long way to go. In a meeting of 

the Knesset Aliyah and Absorption Committee chaired by David Bitan, participants were 

appalled when Twitter's representative in Israel told them that Twitter does not block the 

account of Ali Khamenei, Supreme Leader of Iran, because his messages ς urging for the 

annihilation of Israel ς are considered verbal dispute on foreign affairs;51 and TwitterΩs 

CEO said in a hearing at the US Congress that Holocaust denial is not defined as prohibited 

information. Financial interests, the ignorance of younger generations about 

antisemitism, the Holocaust and the situation in the Middle East, the wish to address 

broad audiences and create visibility for the companies, still prevent full progress in 

removing antisemitic content from open networks. 

How will 2021 be viewed in retrospect? Will the level of antisemitic manifestations 

decline once the pandemic is over and the world is back to normal? Or will violence 

escalate when people return to the public space and encounter each other once again? 

There is no way of knowing. But in the meantime, worldwide monitoring must be 

continued, and findings analyzed and made public. Moreover, a broad view must be 

maintained:  not only Jews but others as well are being blamed in this scene, like the 

Chinese and East Asians in general, immigrants and foreigners, and even Bill Gates, 5th-

generation antennas and more. And there are other discriminated minorities, with which 

we can join forces and struggle for a better world.  

                                                      
50 https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/coalition-of-more-than-120-ngos-calls-on-facebook-to-

create-a-comprehensive-hate-speech-policy-on-anti-semitism-301108674.html. 

51 https://www.timesofisrael.com/twitter-tells-mks-khameneis-eliminate-israel-posts-dont-violate-its-

rules/; https://www.timesofisrael.com/twitter-ceo-suggests-holocaust-denial-not-banned-on-platform-in-

senate-grilling/. 
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POST SOVIET UNION AND EASTERN EUROPE / Inna Shtakser 

Ukraine 

According to the annual report of the United Jewish Community of Ukraine, the number 

of cases of antisemitism declined from 66 in 2019 to 49 in 2020. However, the report also 

noted that, unlike in 2019, there were five instances of physical violence against 

individuals that were motivated by antisemitism in 2020.  The report also noted a 

substantial increase in antisemitism on social media. Given these instances of violence 

and the upsurge in antisemitism on social media, it is unsurprising that 56 percent of the 

Jewish respondents to the poll believed that the level of antisemitism in Ukraine had 

increased in 2020.52 

As in 2019, several cases of vandalism against Jewish communal property, antisemitic 

graffiti in the public domain, and antisemitic pronouncements in the media, whether 

online or print, were reported. In addition, there was a bizarre incident in Kulomyya, 

where a senior police officer, after singling out Jews as having criminal contacts, 

demanded a list of all members of the Jewish Orthodox community as well as the names 

of all Jewish students at the local university.53   

As far as physical violence is concerned, in 2020 there were two attacks on synagogues, 

in Vinnitsa54 and in Mariupol,55 during which the perpetrator attacked an employee and 

                                                      
52 óOtchet po antisemitizmu v Ukraine za 2020 godô, Obyedinennaya evreiskaya obshchina Ukrainy. 

February 16, 2021. https://jewishnews.com.ua/society/otchyot-po-antisemitizmu-v-ukraine-za-2020-god . 

Last accessed on February 17, 2021; óAntisemitizm in Ukraine, report for 2020ô, Obyedinennaya 

evreiskaya obshchina Ukrainy. https://jew.org.ua/images/pdf/Anti-Semitism_in_Ukraine_2020.pdf. Last 

accessed on February 17, 2021. 

53 Alexandra Odynova, óUkraine Police Probe Senior Officerôs Request for Jewsô Personal Infoô, in CBS, 

May 14, 2020. https://www.cbsnews.com/news/ukraine-police-probe-senior-officers-request-for-jews-

personal-info/. Last accessed on February 17, 2020; óOutrage after senior police officer asks for list of all 

Jews in Ukrainian cityô, in Independent, May 12, 2020. 

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/jewish-community-ukraine-kolomyya-anti-semitism-

police-a9510126.html . Last accessed on February 17, 2020; Sam Sokol, óUkraine to punish police chief 

who demanded list of Jewish citizensô, in Forward, May 13, 2020. https://forward.com/news/breaking-

news/446364/ukraine-to-punish-police-chief-who-demanded-list-of-jewish-citizens . Last accessed on 

February 17, 2020. 

54 óDrunk man attacks synagogue in Vinnitsia, Central Ukraineô, 112 Ukraine, February 26, 2020. 

https://112.international/society/drunk-man-attacks-synagogue-in-vinnytsia-central-ukraine-48933.html . 

Last accessed on February, 17, 2021; óV Vinnitse soversheno napadenie na sinagoguô, in Jewish.ru , 

February 27, 2020. https://jewish.ru/ru/news/articles/192262/ . Last accessed on February 17, 2021; 

óNapadenie na sinagogu v Vinnitse: politsiia otkryla dva delaô, in Ukrinform, February 26, 2020. 

https://www.ukrinform.ru/rubric-regions/2884640-napadenie-na-sinagogu-v-vinnice-policia-otkryla-2-

dela.html . Last accessed on February 17, 2021. 

55 Eli Nahum, óUnknown man burst into Mariupol synagogue with an axeô, in Monitoring Antisemitism 

Worldwide, July 28, 2020. https://www.antisemitism.co.il/2020/07/unknown-man-burst-into-

mariupol.html. Last accessed on February 17, 2021; óV Mariupole neizvestnyi napal s toporom na sinagogu 
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a guard, respectively. Two Hasidic Jews were knifed in separate incidents in Uman; these 

attacks stemmed from tensions between locals and the Breslav Hasidic community, which 

has refused to respect the Covid-19 related quarantine in the city.56 The report of the 

United Jewish Community of Ukraine mentions an additional case of physical violence in 

Berdiansk, where an anonymous Jewish man complained that a neighboring couple 

shouted antisemitic insults and attacked him.57 Although there were no other reported 

cases of violence against individuals, there were some additional threats of antiςJewish 

violence. For example, in March 2020, in multiple Ukrainian cities, bomb threats were 

made against Jewish synagogues. 58  In addition, due to rumors that Jews were buying up 

Ukrainian land in an attempt to gain control over Ukraine, in April 2020, an individual 

organiȊŜŘ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ hŘŜǎǎŀ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƭƭŜƎŜŘ ǘƘǊŜŀǘΣ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƭƻƎŀƴΥ Ψ.Ŝŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

Jews ς {ŀǾŜ ƻǳǊ {ǘŀǘŜΩΦ59 

There were several cases of vandalism against Jewish community property and Holocaust 

memorials. For example, a Jewish community center in Kherson was firebombed;60 a 

memorial stone commemorating local Holocaust victims in the Cherkassk region was 

destroyed;61 in Ostrog, swastikas were painted on a stand informing visitors of the history 

                                                      
I ustroil draku s okhrannikomô, NV, July 28, 2020. https://nv.ua/ukraine/events/na-sinagogu-v-mariupole-

napal-muzhchina-s-toporom-video-novosti-ukrainy-50102669.html . Last accessed on February 17, 2021;  

56 Cnaan Liphshiz, óJewish man beaten at supermarket in Uman, Ukraineô, in Jewish Telegraphic Agency, 

September 1, 2020. https://www.jta.org/quick-reads . Last accessed on February 17, 2021; Tatyana 

Ocheretyanaya, óIzbienie hasida v Umani, politsiia otkryla ugolovnoe proizvodstvoô, in Segodnia, 
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teenager lightly wounded in attack in Uman, Ukraineô, in Jewish Telegraphic Agency, October 20, 2020. 
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accessed on February 17, 2021; óMan who attached a Hasid with knife detained in Umanô, in Unian , 

October 22, 2020. https://www.unian.info/society/uman-case-man-who-attacked-a-hasid-with-knife-

detained-11190185.html. Last accessed on February 17, 2021. 

57 óAntisemitizm in Ukraine, report for 2020ô, Obyedinennaya evreiskaya obshchina Ukrainy. 

https://jew.org.ua/images/pdf/Anti-Semitism_in_Ukraine_2020.pdf . Last accessed on February 17, 2021. 

58 https://www.facebook.com/eduard.dolinsky. Last accessed on February 17, 2021. 

59 óV Odesse odnofamiletz Yarosha pytalsia provesti aktsiiu s antisemitskim lozungom ï ego srazu zhe 

zaderzhala politisiiaô, in Prestupnosti net. April 5, 2020. https://news.pn/ru/criminal/233398 . Last accessed 
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21, 2020. https://www.jta.org/quick-reads. Last accessed on February 18, 2021; Marcy Oster, óJewish 
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https://www.timesofisrael.com/jewish-center-in-ukraine-lightly-damaged-by-firebomb/ . Last accessed on 
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of the local Jewish community, 62 and in Mariupol, a painted SS symbol and the slogan, 

Ψ5ŜŀǘƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎΩ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘΦ63  The report of the United Jewish Community of 

Ukraine also cited complaints from community members of antisemitic graffiti in multiple 

ƻǘƘŜǊ ƭƻŎŀƭŜǎΥ wƛǾƴŜΣ YȅƛǾΣ [ΩǾƛǾΣ hŘŜǎǎŀΣ {ƘŜǇŜǘƛǾƪŀΣ ŀƴŘ Dnipro. 64 

There were also numerous antisemitic expressions in both print and social media in 2020. 

For example, VgolosΣ ŀ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊ ōŀǎŜŘ ƛƴ [ΩǾƛǾΣ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŎŎǳǎŜŘ 

Jews of trying to gain financial and political control over Ukraine. 65 Such accusations also 

appeared in social media.66 

The authorities in Ukraine have repeatedly turned to Ukrainian nationalist organizations 

ŦƻǊ ŀ ΨǳǎŀōƭŜ ǇŀǎǘΩ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ƭŜƎƛǘƛƳŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ¦ƪǊŀƛƴƛŀƴ ǎǘŀǘŜƘƻƻŘΦ ¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ 

these organizations were often racist, antisemitic, and during WWII collaborated with the 

Nazis. This collaboration often included taking an active part in the Holocaust. During 

2020 various Ukrainian cities, for example, glorified such individuals as Mikhailo Mulik, an 

SS Galicia division veteran, 67 ±ŀǎƛƭΩ [ŜǾƪƻǾƛŎƘΣ ŀ ²²LL ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wƻǾƴƻ ŀƴŘ 
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2021. 

http://remembrance.ru/2020/05/27/polizei/
https://jewishnews.com.ua/society/policziya-pod-cherkassami-ne-nashla-vinovnyix-v-razrushenii-memoriala-evreyam
https://jewishnews.com.ua/society/policziya-pod-cherkassami-ne-nashla-vinovnyix-v-razrushenii-memoriala-evreyam
https://eadaily.com/ru/news/2020/04/02/eto-vse-zhdy-pridumali-zhitel-lvova-rasskazal-pravdu-o-karantine
https://www.facebook.com/eduard.dolinsky
https://jewishnews.com.ua/society/policziya-otkryila-ugolovnoe-delo-po-faktu-antisemitskoj-nadpisi-v-mariupole
https://jewishnews.com.ua/society/policziya-otkryila-ugolovnoe-delo-po-faktu-antisemitskoj-nadpisi-v-mariupole
https://jewishnews.com.ua/society/otchyot-po-antisemitizmu-v-ukraine-za-2020-god
https://vgolos.com.ua/news/yevreyi-hochut-ostatochno-zabraty-sobi-vladu-v-ukrayini_1152017.html?fbclid=IwAR2yS4Cz0rHHxAhLuvPQUv3LCO90Iyf1n8cCOydarr8ot2eHYaSxV1leSSs
https://vgolos.com.ua/news/yevreyi-hochut-ostatochno-zabraty-sobi-vladu-v-ukrayini_1152017.html?fbclid=IwAR2yS4Cz0rHHxAhLuvPQUv3LCO90Iyf1n8cCOydarr8ot2eHYaSxV1leSSs
https://vgolos.com.ua/news/yevreyi-hochut-ostatochno-zabraty-sobi-vladu-v-ukrayini_1152017.html?fbclid=IwAR2yS4Cz0rHHxAhLuvPQUv3LCO90Iyf1n8cCOydarr8ot2eHYaSxV1leSSs
https://vgolos.com.ua/news/geroyi-chy-zlochyntsi-yevreyi-vidchuly-shho-do-vlady-pryjshly-lyudy-daleki-vid-ukrayinskoyi-identychnosti_1182776.html?fbclid=IwAR1WNAz2AaKClcqYaYWU0xg4sPSilzK-L
https://vgolos.com.ua/news/geroyi-chy-zlochyntsi-yevreyi-vidchuly-shho-do-vlady-pryjshly-lyudy-daleki-vid-ukrayinskoyi-identychnosti_1182776.html?fbclid=IwAR1WNAz2AaKClcqYaYWU0xg4sPSilzK-L
https://www.facebook.com/eduard.dolinsky
https://jewishnews.com.ua/society/otchyot-po-antisemitizmu-v-ukraine-za-2020-god
http://mi100.info/2020/01/28/u-frankivsku-v-ostannyu-dorogu-provodyat-veterana-oun-myhajla-mulyka-foto/?fbclid=IwAR3TWTxAVgn35NDLm9q5kuOQInPIS3T84DQix4mKto1v3b7gLY2vNchcR58
http://mi100.info/2020/01/28/u-frankivsku-v-ostannyu-dorogu-provodyat-veterana-oun-myhajla-mulyka-foto/?fbclid=IwAR3TWTxAVgn35NDLm9q5kuOQInPIS3T84DQix4mKto1v3b7gLY2vNchcR58
http://mi100.info/2020/01/28/u-frankivsku-v-ostannyu-dorogu-provodyat-veterana-oun-myhajla-mulyka-foto/?fbclid=IwAR3TWTxAVgn35NDLm9q5kuOQInPIS3T84DQix4mKto1v3b7gLY2vNchcR58
https://www.facebook.com/eduard.dolinsky


 

 23 

 

Dubno Ukrainian police, 68 ̧ ǳǊƛƛ tƻƭƛŀƴǎƪƛƛΣ ǘƘŜ ƳŀȅƻǊ ƻŦ [ΩǾƛǾ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ bŀȊƛ ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴΣ69 

hǎƛǇ .ŜȊǇƭŀƭΩƪƻΣ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜǊ ƻŦ мфпм ŀƴǘƛςJewish pogroms in Zolochev, and Miron Branitskii 

ŀƴŘ hƭŜƪǎŀ .ŀōȅƛΣ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²²LL ƳǳǊŘŜǊ ƻŦ [ΩǾƛǾ WŜǿǎ70 and 

the 1941 massacre of Kyiv Jews in Babyi Yar.71 The Kyiv Shevchenko University published 

in August 2020 the memoirs of Kost Smovskii without mentioning that during WWII he 

was a Nazi collaborator, who took an active part in the massacres at Babyi Yar (Ukraine, 

September 29ςолΣ мфпмύ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ YƘŀǘȅƴΩ ό²ƘƛǘŜ wǳǎǎƛŀΣ aŀǊŎƘ ннΣ мфпоύΦ72 Moreover, 

when the regional Kyiv court in May 2020 attempted to ban organizations from publicly 

ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎȅƳōƻƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²²LL ¦ƪǊŀƛƴƛŀƴ {{ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ΨDŀƭƛŎƛŀΣΩ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ 

reversed on appeal by the Kyiv Sixth Administrative Court.73 

Overall, the number of antisemitic events in 2020 that were significant enough to gain the 

attention of the press was not large, but there were numerous small-scale attacks that 

contributed to the opinion among Ukrainian Jews that there were substantial, largely 

latent, antisemitic feelings within the country. 
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Hungary 

Edit Inotai and Claudia Ciobanu, in their research on Hungarian antisemitism today, 

agreed that Hungary is a safe country for Jews.74 Indeed, in 2020, there were no reported 

cases of physical attacks on people motivated by antisemitism and only one reported case 

of vandalism in a Jewish cemetery in Kecel.75 Still, Hungary repeatedly faces accusations 

of antisemitism. Such accusations are not based on cases of antisemitic violence, but on 

the conservative Hungariŀƴ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǘƻƭŜǊŀƴŎŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ƛǘǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊǎ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ǊŀŎƛǎǘ 

and antisemitic views as well as of its usage of habitual antisemitic discourses in attacks 

against its political enemies. 76 

The Jewish financier and philanthropist George Soros was for the last several years 

presented by Prime Minister of Hungary Viktor Orbán and his supporters as the most 

important enemy of the Hungarian state. Soros is a liberal, who has invested much money 

and effort in East European cultural and educational infrastructures. Given his infusion of 

cash into the region, it is particularly odd that he is constantly accused of wishing to profit 

ŦǊƻƳ IǳƴƎŀǊȅΩǎ ǿŜŀƪƴŜǎǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀŎŎǳǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƛŦ ƛǘƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀƴ ŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛŎ 

stereotype of a greedy Jew. Another common accusation against Soros, based on his 

interest in assisting refugees from the Middle East and Africa, is that due to his hatred of 

European culture, he plans to swamp Europe with refugees of different non-European 

cultures and thus destroy Europe. Here too, the accusation is not based on fact, but rather 

the stereotype of the Christian-hating Jew, since Soros is well known for his substantial 

contributions to sustaining the cultural institutions in Eastern Europe. On February 16, 

2020, in his Address to the Nation, Viktor Orbán repeated these two accusations against 

Soros.77 Although the Hungarian public has become accustomed to such accusations and 

occasionally even laughs at them,78 it was shocked when Szilárd Demeter, a Hungarian 
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writer and known supporter of Orbán, published an article in the right-wing newspaper, 

Origio ƻƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нуΣ нлнл ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ŜǉǳŀǘŜŘ {ƻǊƻǎΩǎ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ IǳƴƎŀǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ 

that of the Nazi Holocaust perpetrators and Hungarians with Jewish Holocaust victims. 79 

Numerous Hungarian journalists protested. The protestors included József Pálinkás, 

former minister of education and president of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, who 

was a close political ally of Orbán in the late 1990s, István Gusztos from the Hírklikka 

newspaper, Tóth Csaba Tibor from the Merce newspaper, and many others. The Jewish 

periodical Szombat and the umbrella organization of Jewish-Hungarian religious 

communities Mazsihisz protested as well. Demeter, in reaction to these protests, publicly 

ǿƛǘƘŘǊŜǿ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŘŜƭŜǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ 80 

OrbáƴΩǎ ŘŜƳƻƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DŜƻǊƎŜ {ƻǊƻǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǎ ŀ ŘƛǎŎǳǊǎƛǾŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΤ ōȅ 

identifying the views of his liberal opponents with those of Soros, whom he has portrayed 

to the public as the quintessential Ψŀƴǘƛς9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ƎǊŜŜŘȅ WŜǿΣΩ hǊōłn hopes to discredit 

his opponents. Yet, antisemitic discourse has not been the primary manifestation of 

government antƛǎŜƳƛǘƛǎƳΦ aƻǊŜ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǘƻƭŜǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛŎ 

views of its political supporters. For example, when Beatrix Siklósi, a supporter of Orbán 
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and known antiςSemite, was appointed director of Kossuth radio, the government 

remained silent despite widespread public protests.81 Another example of the 

ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƻǾŜǊƭƻƻƪ ŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛŎ ōƛŀǎ ŦƻǊ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ Ǝŀƛƴ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

release of the National Basic Curriculum for Literature in February 2020.82 ¢ƘŜ ΨǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘΩ 

reading list did ƴƻǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀƴȅ ǿƻǊƪǎ ōȅ IǳƴƎŀǊȅΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ŀuthor, Nobel laureate 

Imre Kertész, a Jewish Holocaust survivor. However, the list did include multiple works 

having antisemitic content from the 1930s and 1940s by authors such as Albert Wass, 

Ferenc HerczeƎ ŀƴŘ WƽȊǎŜŦ bȅƝǊǃ.83 The government ignored the antisemitic content of 

these books and the protests against their inclusion by teachers and academics, since 

these books promoted nationalist views that the government wanted to see taught in 

schools. 

In addition to its willingness to tolerate antisemitism, the Hungarian government is also 

willing to tolerate a historical distortion of WWII events in Hungary, including the 

Holocaust. In 2020, Hungary continued idealizing those Hungarians who fought on the 
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side of Germany in WWII as well as those Germans who in 1944ς1945 helped defend 

Budapest against an attack by the Red Army. On February 8, 2020, an annual neo-Nazi 

demonstration commemorating the failed attempt of German and Hungarian soldiers to 

break out of the Soviet encirclement of Budapest on February 11, 1945, took place as 

usual in Budapest. The demonstration was organized by two far right groups: Legio 

Hungaria, established in 2018, and the Hungarian Hammerskins, a group about which the 

press seems to know very little. In addition, Hungarian Neo-Nazis organized government-

supported memorial tours, in which the participants wore swastikas and replicas of an 

iron cross were awarded.84 

Despite these disturbing instances, there is within the country strong resistance to the 

idealization of the Nazi past. Demonstrators at the above-mentioned February 8, 2020 

demonstration were confronted by counterdemonstrators. 85In Budapest District XII, 

Mayor Zoltán Pokorni, a member of the ruling Fidesz Party, collaborated with mayors 

from two other Budapest districts, belonging to the opposition, to organize a joint 

ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά{ƛŜƎŜ трέ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлнлΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ŀƴ 

alternative interpretation of the last days of WWII to that presented by the neo-Nazi 

demonstrators.86 

Two anti-Fascist demonstrations also confronted the March 1, 2020 far-right march, 

celebrating the WWII Hungary leader Miklos Horthy.87 Horthy, considered a hero by 
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Hungarian nationalists, was also known for his antisemitic policies and for his 

collaboration in sending Jewish Hungarians to the camps in 1944. 88 

In conclusion, while antisemitic violence is extremely rare in Hungary, the government is 

willing to tolerate antisemitism among its supporters, to utilize antisemitic discourse 

occasionally for its political goals, and to tolerate glorification of WWII Hungarian 

nationalists even though they fought on the side of the Nazis and took part in the 

Holocaust. On the other hand, there is substantial resistance in Hungary towards such 

tolerance, expressed through street demonstrations as well as through the press.  

The Russian Federation 

The Levada Center, a Russian think tank specializing in public opinion polling, concluded 

based on a survey of the Russian population conducted between August 20 and 26 of 

2020 that although antisemitism still exists in Russia, the Jews are the least hated ethnic 

minority in the country.89 In their October 2020 report, the Independent Center for 

Information and Analysis Sova reached a similar conclusion.90 Yet, a study by the same 

Levada think tank, published in July 2020, claimed that Russian Jews are concerned about 

latent antisemitism within the country. Alexei Levinson, head of sociocultural research at 

the center and author of the report, noted that many Russian Jews attribute the small 

ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛŎ ŀǘǘŀŎƪǎ ǘƻ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ CŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ±ƭŀŘƛƳƛǊ tǳǘƛƴΩǎ ǊŜŦǳǎŀƭ ǘƻ 

tolerate antisemitism in any form. As a result, the police and the courts have taken a 

similar stance.91 This view was echoed by Rabbi Alexander Boroda, the head of the 

CŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ wǳǎǎƛŀΩǎ WŜǿƛǎƘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΣ ƛƴ ŀ WǳƴŜ нлнл ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊŦŀȄ 

news agency. Based on data from the US State Department, Boroda expressed serious 
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concerns about latent antisemitism in Russia. Although this data was from 2017, Rabbi 

Boroda believes, contrary to the findings of the Sova and the Levada Centers that the 

situation has not improved.92 ±ŀƭŜǊȅ 9ƴƎŜƭ ǾƻƛŎŜŘ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ΨLǎ wǳǎǎƛŀ 

Immune to Anti-{ŜƳƛǘƛǎƳΚΩ Ǉǳōƭƛshed in Fair Observer on December 22, 2020; he argued 

that the low number of antisemitic events in the Russian Federation was indicative of 

ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎΩ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛǎƳ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀƴ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ 

ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀŎŜΩǎ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜǎ ǘƻwards Jews.93 Still, both Rabbi Boroda and Valery Engels 

acknowledge that the number of hate-based attacks against Jews in the country is 

miniscule. 

In fact, judging by the latest data, there were no physical attacks on Jews in the Russian 

Federation in 2020. The most serious hate-based event of 2020 was an attempt by two 

ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƎƛƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǳƴǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΣ Ψ/ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦{{wΩΣ ǘƻ ƘƛǊŜ ŀ 

ƪƛƭƭŜǊ ǘƻ ŀǎǎŀǎǎƛƴŀǘŜ ¸ǳǊƛ ¢ƪŀŎƘΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛŜŦ Ǌŀōōƛ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Yǳōŀƴ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΦ Ψ/ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦{{wΩ 

is an organization that refuses to accept the legitimacy of the Russian Federation. Its 

members, largely elderly, occasionally get together for protest actions. The organization 

is decentralized, and it is unlikely that beyond the two members who were apprehended, 

any other members were involved.94 The Urals-based former priest and monk Father 

Sergii (Romanov), another marginal person, publicly claimed that the Jews invented the 

Covid-19 epidemic in order to further exploit Russians. The church, due to this and other 

Covid-19 pronouncements, forbade Sergii to preach.95 While the initiators in both cases 

were marginal to the Russian society, their actions might be expressions of the latent 
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antisemitic feelings within the Russian Federation about which Jewish respondents to the 

Levada Center poll, as well as rabbi Boroda, expressed concern. 

Latent antisemitic feelings have also occasionally found expression through attacks on 

property, particularly synagogues, cemeteries, and Jewish cultural centers. The police and 

the court system have reacted swiftly and efficiently to such cases. On April 12, 2020 an 

arson attack caused severe damage to a synagogue in the northwestern city of 

Arkhangelsk.96 In addition, on July 28, 2020, thirty headstones and monuments of the 

Jewish cemetery in the Nevskij district of St. Petersburg were vandalized.97 On September 

20, 2020, the police detained a drunken neighbor who vandalized the Shamir Jewish 

community center in eastern Moscow while shouting antisemitic epithets. The damage 

was minor.98 

The Russian-WŜǿƛǎƘ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ƻǾŀ /ŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ !ƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛǎƳ ƛƴ wǳǎǎƛŀΣ 

2020, mentioned several verbal attacks, one on Russia-1 television show and three in the 

press (The North-West Political News Agency), with an antisemitic subtext, insinuating 

that Jews have too much influence in the Russian federation.99 
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In addition, the press had reported that in a few cases, social media has been used to 

communicate antisemitic messages. The perpetrators were identified, arrested, and given 

short prison sentences, suspended sentences, or fined.100 In another instance, a 

dispatcher refused to provide taxi service to a Tver resident, who said that she had just 

attended an exhibition on the Holocaust. The dispatcher was fired.101 

Overall, it seems that, although some latent antisemitism exists within the country, 

antisemitic hate-based attacks on either persons or property are extremely rare. 

Lithuania 

While there were no reported cases of physical violence against individual Jews in 

Lithuania in 2020, a group of bikers on May 9 (Victory over Nazism Day) rode through 

Vilnius wearing Wehrmacht uniforms and playing Nazi marches. The Jewish Community 

of Lithuania filed a complaint with the police protesting this act of intimidation. In June 

2020, the Jewish Community received a letter from the police notifying them that the 

action of the bikers was within the law. The police claimed that they found no Nazi 

symbols on the uniforms and no legal restrictions exist on the types of marches that can 

be played.102 

Beyond this act of intimidation, there were several instances in which memorials to 

prominent local Jewish leaders, such as Eliahu Ben-Shlomo, the Vilna Gaon (1720ς1797) 

                                                      
100 óIncidents of Antisemitism in Russia I Quarter (January-March) 2020ô, Sova Center for Information 

and Analysis. https://mcusercontent.com/bb6dbeca6a8eba1604dbc5c62/files/03ab85de-be24-4dc9-a5a4-

393df5ab222c/SOVA_Report_1_quarter_2020.pdf  . Last accessed on February 17, 2021; óV Kirove 

osudili eshche odnogo ekstremistaô, in Newsler, February 6, 2020. 

https://www.newsler.ru/incidents/2020/02/06/v-kirove-osudili-eshhe-odnogo-ekstremista. Last accessed on 

February 17, 2021; óOtritsavshemu Holokost zhiteliu Ivanovskoi oblasti vypisali stotysiachnyi shtrafô, in 

RIA Novosti. April 13, 2020. https://ria.ru/20200413/1569961416.html . Last accessed on February 17, 

2021; óZhitelô Ivanovskoi oblasti vyplatit krupnyi shtraf za otritsanie Holokostaô, in Remembrance, 

Research & Justice. April 27, 2020. https://remembrance.ru/2020/04/27/zhitel-ivanovskoy-oblasti-

vyplachivayet-krupnyy-shtraf-za-otritsaniye-kholokosta/  . Last accessed on February 17, 2021; óZhitelia 

Kazani arestovali na 5 sutok za vyskazyvaniia v sotzsetiakh protiv evreev I urozhentsev Kavkazaô in 

STMEGI. June 29, 2020.  https://stmegi.com/posts/81230/zhitelya-kazani-arestovali-na-5-sutok-za-

vyskazyvaniya-v-sotssetyakh-protiv-evreev-i-urozhentsev-kav/ . Last accessed on February 17, 2021; 

óReport on Antisemitism in Russia 2020ô, The Russian-Jewish Congress and Sova, Center for Information 

and Analysis. 

101 óV Tveri dispetcher taksi otkazal zhenshchine iz-za vystavki v pamiatô o zhertvakh Kolokostaô, in Tver 

News, January 24, 2020. óIncidents of Antisemitism in Russia I Quarter (January-March) 2020ô, Sova 

Center for Information and Analysis. https://tvernews.ru/news/254719/. Last accessed on February 17, 

2021. https://mcusercontent.com/bb6dbeca6a8eba1604dbc5c62/files/03ab85de-be24-4dc9-a5a4-

393df5ab222c/SOVA_Report_1_quarter_2020.pdf. Last accessed on February 17, 2021. 

102 óPolitsiia Litvy otkazalasô vozbuzhdatô delo protiv baikerov-neonatsistovô, in Remembrance, Research 

& Justice, June 23, 2020. https://remembrance.ru/2020/06/23/vezdedoroga/. Last accessed on February 24, 

2021; óLithuanian prosecutor drops anti-Semitism case against Nazi bikers on Victory Dayô, in Jewish 

Community of Lithuania, June 2, 2020.  https://www.lzb.lt/en/2020/06/02/lithuanian-prosecutor-drops-anti-

semitism-case-against-nazi-bikers-on-victory-day/. Last accessed on February 24, 2021. 

https://mcusercontent.com/bb6dbeca6a8eba1604dbc5c62/files/03ab85de-be24-4dc9-a5a4-393df5ab222c/SOVA_Report_1_quarter_2020.pdf
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and Tsemakh Shabad, a famous local Jewish physician (1864ς1935), were vandalized .103 

In addition, tƘŜ нлнл ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƻƭŘ WŜǿƛǎƘ ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ƘŀŘ 

clear antisemitic elements. The National Tourism Business Association, the Lithuanian 

Tourism Association, and the Lithuanian Hotel and Restaurant Association, supported by 

the municipality,104 wanted to construct on property that was part of the cemetery a new 

convention center.  The Jewish community, on the other hand, protested against the 

anticipated desecration of Jewish graves. When Jewish protests succeeded in delaying the 

construction of the convention center, members of the association launched a protest 

action that was clearly antisemitic. They placed chairs in the cemetery on which they had 

taped mock 1000 Euro banknotes, thus evoking the antisemitic stereotype of the Jew as 

motivated solely by money.105 

However, the primary matter that provoked discord between the authorities and the 

Right on the one hand and Jewish and human rights organizations on the other had to do 

with the memory of the Holocaust. The Lithuanian authorities, as well as the nationalist 

right, wished to glorify those Lithuanian nationalists who collaborated with the Nazis 

during WWII, including in the murder of local Jews. Jewish organizations protested against 

any such glorification, as they had done in previous years. 

In 2020, the State Center for the Study of Genocide and Resistance was the focus of 

numerous protests by various Jewish and human rights organizations. The historians, 

Julius Norwilla and David Katz of the Defending History Organization have described the 

ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ŀǎ ΨƻƴŜ ƻŦ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŎŜƴǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘ ƻōŦǳǎŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ 5ƻǳōƭŜ 

Genocide revisionism, and far-ǊƛƎƘǘ ǿƘƛǘŜǿŀǎƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ bŀȊƛ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƻǊǎ ŀǎ άŀƴǘƛ-Soviet 

ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƘŜǊƻŜǎΦέΩ106 On June 23, 2020 (the date mistakenly celebrated by the Lithuanian 

far right as the day on which Lithuanians drove the Red Army out of the country), the chief 
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historian of the Center, Andrius Bubnys proudly spoke under a banner depicting 

Holocaust perpetrator Jonas Noreika and ethnic-cleansing advocaǘŜ YŀȊȅǎ ~ƪƛǊǇŀ ŀǘ an 

event celebrating this false anniversary. 107 As for Jonas Noreika, he is considered a 

national hero, since after WWII he led the anti-Soviet resistance in Lithuania. During WWII 

however, he served as a Lithuanian officer under the Nazi occupation, and in that 

capacity, he imposed policies that isolated the Jews and took away their property. Since 

there is no proof that Noreika personally murdered Jews, both the State Center for the 

{ǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ DŜƴƻŎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ wŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƘǳŀƴƛŀƴ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǊŜŦǳǎŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŘŜƳƴ bƻǊŜƛƪŀΩǎ 

actions.108 Kazys ~kirpaτalso viewed as a national hero for his role in the struggle against 

the 1940 Soviet occupation of Lithuania, founded the Lithuanian Activist Front which in 

1941 actively collaborated with the Nazis in the mass murder of Lithuanian Jews.109 When 

at the end of 2019 city officials in Vilnius decided to change the name of an alley that had 

previously been named in ~ƪƛǊǇŀΩǎ ƘƻƴƻǊΣ ƛǘ ǇǊƻƳǇǘŜŘ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘǎ ōȅ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎǘǎ ƻƴ 

January 1, 2020.110 

The Lithuanian parliament in 2020 also proposed making 2021 the year of Juozas Luksa-

Daumantas τ a nationalist killed by Soviet security services in 1951, who during WWII 

was leader of the pro-Nazi Lithuanian Activist Front militia. According to multiple 

witnesses, Luksa-Daumantas actively participated in the 1941 Lietukis Garage massacre 

in Kaunas, where locals tortured and beat to death dozens of Jews.111 The Jewish 

Community of Lithuania protested the parliamentary proposal. 
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Holocaust pogromô, in Jewish Telegraphic Agency, June 2, 2020. 

https://www.jta.org/2020/06/29/global/in-lithuania-lawmakers-want-to-dedicate-2021-to-honoring-alleged-

https://defendinghistory.com/chief-historian-of-lithuanias-state-sponsored-genocide-center-is-key-speaker-at-events-glorifying-june-23rd-1941-and-noreika-and-skirpa/102914?fbclid=IwAR3YyWRs8hJNFR6Kl2Tl7aPbBQasajPeXxu22GIIeXEhV1Jco6Vsr-vVAOU
https://defendinghistory.com/chief-historian-of-lithuanias-state-sponsored-genocide-center-is-key-speaker-at-events-glorifying-june-23rd-1941-and-noreika-and-skirpa/102914?fbclid=IwAR3YyWRs8hJNFR6Kl2Tl7aPbBQasajPeXxu22GIIeXEhV1Jco6Vsr-vVAOU
https://defendinghistory.com/chief-historian-of-lithuanias-state-sponsored-genocide-center-is-key-speaker-at-events-glorifying-june-23rd-1941-and-noreika-and-skirpa/102914?fbclid=IwAR3YyWRs8hJNFR6Kl2Tl7aPbBQasajPeXxu22GIIeXEhV1Jco6Vsr-vVAOU
https://remembrance.ru/2020/04/25/souchastnik-unichtozheniya-yevreyev-ostayetsya-otkrytym-geroyem-litvy/?fbclid=IwAR04xufx8vDyzuJ3MiLxMLoIW8LxkgU9_HF-j8ir-oKUxOVWfUVic5ecaZYdefendinghistory.com/vilnius-appeals-court-rejects-challenge-to-holocaust-collaborator-j-noreikas-status-as-national-hero/102252
https://remembrance.ru/2020/04/25/souchastnik-unichtozheniya-yevreyev-ostayetsya-otkrytym-geroyem-litvy/?fbclid=IwAR04xufx8vDyzuJ3MiLxMLoIW8LxkgU9_HF-j8ir-oKUxOVWfUVic5ecaZYdefendinghistory.com/vilnius-appeals-court-rejects-challenge-to-holocaust-collaborator-j-noreikas-status-as-national-hero/102252
https://remembrance.ru/2020/04/25/souchastnik-unichtozheniya-yevreyev-ostayetsya-otkrytym-geroyem-litvy/?fbclid=IwAR04xufx8vDyzuJ3MiLxMLoIW8LxkgU9_HF-j8ir-oKUxOVWfUVic5ecaZYdefendinghistory.com/vilnius-appeals-court-rejects-challenge-to-holocaust-collaborator-j-noreikas-status-as-national-hero/102252
https://defendinghistory.com/vilnius-appeals-court-rejects-challenge-to-holocaust-collaborator-j-noreikas-status-as-national-hero/102252
https://defendinghistory.com/vilnius-appeals-court-rejects-challenge-to-holocaust-collaborator-j-noreikas-status-as-national-hero/102252
https://www.lrt.lt/naujienos/lietuvoje/2/1129598/trispalves-diena-minejo-ir-buvusioje-kazio-skirpos-vardo-alejoje-kuri-ir-toliau-kelia-aistras
https://www.lrt.lt/naujienos/lietuvoje/2/1129598/trispalves-diena-minejo-ir-buvusioje-kazio-skirpos-vardo-alejoje-kuri-ir-toliau-kelia-aistras
https://www.15min.lt/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/vilniaus-valdzia-nueme-k-skirpos-aleja-zyminti-lipduka-zada-kreiptis-i-policija-56-1254372
https://www.15min.lt/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/vilniaus-valdzia-nueme-k-skirpos-aleja-zyminti-lipduka-zada-kreiptis-i-policija-56-1254372
https://www.jta.org/2020/06/29/global/in-lithuania-lawmakers-want-to-dedicate-2021-to-honoring-alleged-perpetrator-of-a-holocaust-pogrom


 

 34 

 

In August 2020, The Jewish Community of Lithuania also protested the decision of the 

state-sponsored Lithuania GeƴƻŎƛŘŜ aǳǎŜǳƳ ǘƻ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘ ±ƛŘƳŀƴǘŀǎ ±ŀƭǳǑŀƛǘƛǎ 

as a top advisor to the museum. According to a statement issued by the Jewish 

/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ [ƛǘƘǳŀƴƛŀΣ ±ŀƭǳǎŀƛǘƛǎ ΨάƘŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŘŜƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜƭȅ ŘƛǎǘƻǊǘƛƴƎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ 

publications for several years and presenting to the public untrue facts about the 

ŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛŎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘƘǳŀƴƛŀƴ !ŎǘƛǾƛǎǘǎΩ CǊƻƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ tǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴŀƭ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 

[ƛǘƘǳŀƴƛŀέ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ±ŀƭǳǎŀƛǘƛǎ ƛǎ ǳƴŦƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎǘ 

ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ƛǎ άƻǇŜƴƭȅ ŘŜŦŜƴŘing anti-Semites who directly or indirectly took part in the 

ŜȄǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎ ƻŦ [ƛǘƘǳŀƴƛŀΦέ112 

In addition to appointing individuals with documented antisemitic views to institutions 

ostensibly dedicated to documenting the history of genocide, the state has also shown a 

ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ǿƘƻ ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƎƭƻǊƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

Holocaust perpetrators. On August 25, 2020, the Lithuanian police arrested and planned 

to deport Miguel Puertas, a Spanish university lecturer working in Lithuania, for publishing 

writings critical of Lithuania for conferring upon alleged Holocaust perpetrators, including 

Jonas Noreika, state honors.113 

Overall in 2020, while the number of antisemitism-based cases in Lithuania was not large, 

the LiǘƘǳŀƴƛŀƴ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎǘǎΩ ƎƭƻǊƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ [ƛǘƘǳŀƴƛŀƴ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎǘǎ ǿƘƻ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘŜŘ 

with the Nazis and took part in the Holocaust created an ongoing tension between them 

on the one hand and the Jewish and human rights organizations on the other. The 

authorities, it seems, avoid taking a clear stand on the matter in order to avoid conflict 

with either side in this conflict over history. 
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Latvia 

In 2020, Latvian authorities, as in previous years, heroized those Latvian nationalists who 

fought on the side of the Nazis in WWII and took part in the Holocaust. On May 8, 2020, 

in his official capacity as the Latvian Minister of Defense, Artis Pabriks honored the Latvian 

ƭŜƎƛƻƴƴŀƛǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ŀŦŦŜƴ {{ ōȅ ƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎǊŀǾŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ 

in Lestene. The Latvian Volunteer Legion, honored by the minister in 2019 and in 2020, 

included members of the infamous Arajs Commando - a Latvian auxiliary police unitτthat 

according to various sources, killed 35,000 Jews between 1944 and 1945. Several Jewish 

ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ114 

This was not the only incident in 2020 involving the Arajs Commando. In June 2020, the 

[ŀǘǾƛŀƴ aǳǎŜǳƳ ƻŦ !Ǿƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ IŜǊōŜǊǘǎ /ǳƪǳǊǎΩǎ ōƻƻƪΣ Mans 

ƭƛŘƻƧǳƳǎ ǳȊ WŀǇņƴǳ (My Flight to Japan) about his preςWWII career as an aviation pioneer. 

Unfortunately, the new edition included no preface or editorial note that mentioned 

/ǳƪǳǊǎΩǎ ŀŦŦƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ !ǊŀƧǎ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘƻ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LL ƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ 

involvement in the murder of Jews.115 

Romania 

{ǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ wƻƳŀƴƛŀΩ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘ /ƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ 5ŀȅ ƛƴ нлнлΣ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ Yƭŀǳǎ 

Iohannis warned about the rise of antisemitism and Holocaust denial during the Covid-19 

pandemic.116 Iƛǎ ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ wƻƳŀƴƛŀƴ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎΩ commitment to 

combatting antisemitism. This commitment included the 2020 appointment of Silviu 

Vexler as Romania's High Representative for Fighting Antisemitism, Protecting the 

Memory of the Holocaust, and the Development of Jewish Life.117 

In fact, the number of antisemitism-related cases in Romania in 2020 was miniscule. 

Incidences included vandalism of a Holocaust memorial in Targu Mures (Transylvania)118 
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and inappropriate remarks made by Francis Dobos, the spokesperson for the archdiocese 

of Bucharest. DurƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ŦƛƭƳŜŘ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ ƎǊŜŜǘƛƴƎΣ 5ƻōƻǎ ǎǇƻƪŜ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ WŜǎǳǎΩǎ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ 

had feared the Jews and compared this fear to the contemporary fear of the Coronavirus. 

The MCA Romanian Center for Monitoring and Combating Antisemitism risked equating 

Jews with the virus. Although Dobos denied this was his intended meaning and apologized 

for his words, the archdiocese released him from his post as spokesperson.119 

Bulgaria 

On June 24, 2020, Ekaterina Zaharieva, the foreign minister of Bulgaria, pointed out 

during a video conference call with the board of directors of the National Coalition 

Supporting Eurasian Jewry that the Bulgarian government pursues a consistent policy 

against antisemitism, xenophobia, and hate speech. Zaharieva also stated that the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs is working on the first Bulgarian national action plan against 

antisemitism.120 LƴŘŜŜŘΣ ƻƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ млΣ нлнлΣ .ǳƭƎŀǊƛŀΩǎ !ǘǘƻǊƴŜȅ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ LǾŀƴ DŜǎƘŜǾ 

applied to the Sofia City Court to de-register the Bulgarian National Union Edelweiss, as 

an NGO; the paramilitary organization sponsors the annual Lukov March, a torchlit 

procession of rightwing extremists and neoςNazis.121 Authorities also canceled the 2020 

march.122 

The number of reported cases of antisemitism in 2020 was miniscule. Antisemitic 

incidents included vandalism of graves in Shoumen Jewish cemetery123 and a bizarre 

conspiracy theory advanced by the Bulgarian Deputy Prime Minister Krassimir 

Karakachanov. Karakachanov accused NGOs backed by the Hungarian-born Jewish 

philanthropist and financier George Soros of wanting to take power in order to introduce 
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gay marriage. 124 Soros is a favorite target of the European far right and is routinely 

accused of promoting various causes on the liberal agenda in order to weaken and take 

control of Europe. 

Slovenia 

In 2020, there were important legal developments, pertaining to the Nazi era, in Slovenia. 

In January, an unnamed grandchild of the notoriously antisemitic General Leon Rupnik, 

ǎǳŎŎŜŜŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǇŜǊǎǳŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘ ǘƻ ŀƴƴǳƭ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ǎŜƴǘŜnce 

imposed on him in 1946 on the ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ΨƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ǘǊƛōǳƴŀƭ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘǊƛŜŘ ƘƛƳ ƘŀŘ 

ōŜŜƴ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŀƭƭȅ ƛƴŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜΩΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜƻǊȅΣ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǾŀƭƛŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘƛŎǘƳŜƴǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ 

led to the case being sent to a lower court for retrial. However, a retrial would require 

wǳǇƴƛƪΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ŎƻǳǊǘτan impossibility given the defendant is dead. The Slovenian 

government, in any case, issued a statement stating that the annulment does not 

constitute a rehabilitation of Rupnik, who is still considered a war criminal. Still, the 

²ƛŜǎŜƴǘƘŀƭ /ŜƴǘŜǊΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ {ƭƻǾŜƴƛŀƴ WŜǿƛǎƘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƘŀǾŜ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘΩǎ 

decision. Michael Pinto-Duschinsky, former senior consultant on constitutional affairs to 

the British Policy Exchange, expressed concern that the annulment may open the 

possibility of challenging all trials against war criminals conducted immediately after the 

war, including the ones at Nuremberg. He proposes that if the Slovenian Constitutional 

Court declines to review and reverse the verdict of the countrȅΩǎ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘΣ ŀƴ 

appeal to the European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg should be made.125 

Croatia 

Menachem Z Rosensaft, the associate executive vice president and general counsel of the 

World Jewish Congress, published an article on June 25, 2020 in the British newspaper 

The Independent on the rise of the Croatian fascist movement. The author claims that for 

some time now in Croatia, there have been widespread efforts to rehabilitate and 

ƭŜƎƛǘƛƳƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ²²LL ǳƭǘǊŀƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘƛǎǘ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ¦ǎǘŀǑŀ ōȅ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛȊƛƴƎ ƛǘ 

and its members as patriots. The movement murdered hundreds of thousands of Serbs 
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and tens of thousands of Jews, as well as many Roma and Croatian anti-fascists. Rosensaft 

asserts that Croatian authorities have largely turned a blind eye to the reintegration of 

¦ǎǘŀǑŀ ǘŜǊƳƛƴƻƭƻƎȅ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ōȅ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴΣ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

broader Croatian political mindset. The most notable exception to this trend has been 

½ƻǊŀƴ aƛƭŀƴƻǾƛŏΣ /ǊƻŀǘƛŀΩǎ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘŜŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎƭȅ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ 

ƭŜƎƛǘƛƳƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ¦ǎǘŀǑŀΦ126 For example, on May 1, 2020, Milanoviŏ walked out of a state 

wreath-laying ceremony, because at least one participant was wearing a t-shirt with a 

ǎƭƻƎŀƴ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ¦ǎǘŀǑŀ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ²²LLΦ hǘƘŜǊ ǘƻǇ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛǾŜ Prime 

Minister Andrej Plenkoviŏ, stayed.127 

Serbia 

There were no reports on antisemitism-based cases in 2020 Serbia. In fact, Alexander 

±ǳŎƛŎΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ {ŜǊōƛŀΣ ŦƭŜǿ ŀ ŦƭŀƎΣ ŦŜŀǘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǊ ƻŦ 5ŀǾƛŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άWǳŘŜέ 

over his official residence to mark International Holocaust Remembrance Day on January 

21, 2020. He tweeted a picture of the flag flying alongside the Serbian national flag with 

ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƛƴ {ŜǊōƛŀƴ ŀƴŘ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘΥ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ōŀŘƎŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎȅƳōƻƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘŜŘ 

destruction of the Jews by the Nazis. Now it is a symbol of honor. 75 years after. Never 

ŀƎŀƛƴΦέ128 

Bosnia 

On May 11, 2020 the press reported protests from both Jewish organizations and the 

embassy of Israel in Bosnia against a decision of the archbishop of the Catholic Church of 

Bosnia Vinco Puljiŏ to host a memorial service for members of the Croat pro-bŀȊƛ ¦ǎǘŀǑŀ 

militia. ¢ƘŜ ¦ǎǘŀǑŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǇŜǊǇŜǘǊŀǘƻǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ 
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took place in Sarajevo on May 16, 2020 and thousands of Bosnians demonstrated against 

it.129 

Moldova 

On October 31, 2020 at least five headstones were smashed at the Jewish cemetery in 

Chisinau, Moldova. Swastikas, a pentagram and the number 666 (symbolizing Satan) were 

spray painted on other headstones. The Moldova Jewish community points out that this 

cemetery has been targeted for three years in a row.130 

On a positive note, in 2020, the 2016 program Likrat Moldova that addresses antisemitism 

was still successfully operating. The program entails Jewish teens going to local schools 

to dispel antisemitic stereotypes.131 

Albania 

The Albanian government is highly committed to fighting Anti-Semitism and thus, on 

hŎǘƻōŜǊ нуΣ нлнлΣ ǇǊƻǳŘƭȅ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ά¢ƘŜ .ŀƭƪŀƴǎ CƻǊǳƳ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ !ƴǘƛ-{ŜƳƛǘƛǎƳΦέ ¢ƘŜ ŦƻǊǳƳ 

ǿŀǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ōȅ !ƭōŀƴƛŀΩǎ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ-based Combat 

Anti-Semitism Movement (CAM) and the Jewish Agency for Israel. Regional top leaders, 

US Secretary of State Michael R. Pompeo and other officials from the Balkans, Europe and 

the United States participated in the forum.132  
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LATIN AMERICA / Lidia Lerner  

Jews in Latin America are generally well integrated in their respective countries and, with 

ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ά/ƘŀǾƛǎǘέ Venezuela, do not suffer from official discrimination. Most 

Latin American countries have adopted legal instruments prohibiting discrimination and 

hate speech and protecting minorities, and authorities in general attempt to enforce 

measures protecting these rights. 

Although antisemitism persists in some Latin American countries, it is not as serious as in 

other regions. In contrast to developments in Europe and other parts of the world, and 

despite the two major Iranian-backed terrorist attacks which took place in Argentina in 

the 1990s, antisemitism in Latin America today remains Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άǾƛǊǘǳŀƭ ǿƻǊƭŘέΦ 

Many, though not all, antisemitic manifestations and incidents are linked to the conflict 

in the Middle East. 

There is in Latin America a tradition of nationalistic, Catholic-based, traditional 

antisemitism. Antisemitic manifestations emanate from the conservative, nationalist 

right and from populist circles on the left, in addition to Muslim militant groups. While 

άŎƭŀǎǎƛŎŀƭέ antisemitism has diminished, there has been ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άnew 

ŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛǎƳέ directed against the State of Israel and Jews in general, who are considered 

Israeli instruments and accused of double loyalty. 

2020 was characterized by the outbreak of the coronavirus. The pandemic had its impact 

on antisemitic manifestations in Latin America, as in other regions. In some cases, it led 

to a rise in conspiracy theories and blood libels blaming the Jews, or Zionists, for the 

dissemination and even creation of Covid-19. HispanTV, the Iranian Spanish language 

satellite network, systematically accused Israel and the Zionists of masterminding the 

pandemic. These accusations were picked up by anti-Israeli groups in South America, 

which repeated accusations such as blaming Israel for propagating the virus among 

Palestinian prisonersΦ hƴŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΥ ǘƘŜ άȊƻƻƳ ōƻƳōƛƴƎέ ƻŦ a zoom meeting of the 

Argentinian branch of the World Zionist Organization on June 8, 2020 by a group of young 

people who were masturbating and sharing images of swastikas. On the other hand, 

ƛǎƻƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƘŀŘ ƛǘǎ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άǊŜŀƭ ǿƻǊƭŘέΦ 

Despite the fact that the last decades have seen a progressive rise in antisemitism in Latin 

America, an interesting phenomenon was noted in a report on online antisemitism in 

Spanish ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ άhōǎŜǊǾŀǘƻǊƛƻ ²Ŝōέ: in 2020 only 3% of results 

ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ άWŜǿέ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛŎΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƛƴ нлмс ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ол҈Φ 

However, Spanish is the second most popular language on Facebook, where 30% of the 

content related to Jews in 2020 is antisemitic. 

One should not, however, speak about antisemitism in Latin America as a whole. There is 

a big difference between the various countries, some of which are or were home to 

https://www.palestinalibre.org/articulo.php?a=75526
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significant Jewish communities, like Argentina, Mexico and Venezuela, while in others the 

communities are very small or non-existent. There is also a vast difference between the 

numbers and characteristics of antisemitic incidents recorded in each country. The 

country causing the most concern today is Chile, with its large and radical Palestinian 

community, where the head of the Jewish community expressed concern over the 

possibility of a rise of violence between the two communities. 

An important development is the adoption of the IHRA Definition of antisemitism by some 

countries in Latin America, such as Argentina (June 2020) and Uruguay (January 2020). 

Argentina / Marisa Braylan 

During 2020, the DAIA (Delegation of Argentinian Jewish Communities) received around 

500 complaints on antisemitic acts (compared to 920 in 2019). These are only 

approximate numbers since to date the registry of cases corresponding to this period has 

not yet been finalized. 

Undoubtedly the pandemic and mandatory isolation have framed the antisemitic events 

of 2020. The media and especially the social networks echoed conspiracy theories present 

in more traditional antisemitism, blaming the Jews for actually creating the virus and 

spreading it worldwide. 

Various notes published in the media, linked to the dissemination of information on the 

advance of the Coronavirus, were a source of input for Judeophobic voices. 

One of the most notable incidents concerns a program on the C5N news channel, hosted 

by journalist Tomás Méndez. A pseudo-investigation was described, attempting to 

demonstrate that some Jewish community, influential in the world of politics and 

economics, was responsible for the creation of Covid-19 and its subsequent introduction 

in China, appealing in this way to long-standing antisemitic prejudices. 

Following the rejection of this claim by a large part of society and its condemnation by 

DAIA and INADI (National Institute Against Discrimination) a few hours later, the news 

station distanced itself from the report and renounced the message as clearly 

discriminatory. The journalist also apologized to the entire Jewish community for his 

words and the content of the report. The damage, however, had already been done: the 

antisemitism latent in parts of Argentinian society was activated and became widespread. 

Hundreds of antisemitic comments appeared over the following hours in the 

communication forums of the different media and on social networks. 

During 2020, complaints were also filed against various extreme right groups, some of 

them national in scope, that wove lies and spread hate messages through the social 
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networks. Such groups participated in various marches against social isolation in different 

parts of Argentina, bearing antisemitic signs and slogans. 

An important point to be made is that during the period of this study, the number of 

reported cases that were effectively prosecuted was double those prosecuted in 2019. 

There were just over 40 cases effectively brought to justice as cases of antisemitism under 

the Anti-Discrimination Law. This leads to the conclusion that even though no significant 

increase in cases was recorded, the levels of violence and their severity did intensify. 

Finally, we must note that, as has been happening for some years now, the largest number 

of reported events occurred in virtual space. 

Brazil / Samuel Feldberg 

.ǊŀȊƛƭΩǎ ƳŜŘƛŀ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ dominated this year, as elsewhere in the world, by the Covid-19 

pandemic and the measures to combat it. 

Unfortunately, in Brazil the federal government has managed the pandemic very poorly, 

generating a political dispute with governors and mayors of the main states and cities. 

As often happens in such cases, a scapegoat is presented for the failures and antisemitic 

manifestations have been part of this phenomenon. 

Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŀǘ .ǊŀȊƛƭΩǎ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ŘŜƴƛŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎƛƴƎΣ 

the use of masks and quarantines when necessary, is an ardent lover of Israel. As a result, 

Israel and its symbols were linked to absolutely non-related political arguments. 

For example, Evangelical churches, supporters of the president and of Israel, have denied 

the importance of the pandemic, keeping the churches open for multitudes of 

worshippers and, obviously, spreading the virus.  

In March 2021, when it became known that a team at Ichilov hospital in Tel Aviv had 

developed what seemed to be an effective drug for the virus, the Brazilian president 

immediately sent a 10-member delegation to check the news, even though the drug had 

only been tested in 30 patients. This generated a wave of protest, for important resources 

were being wasted, instead of concentrating on the vaccination campaign and providing 

financial support to those who need it.  

There have also been several instances of comparing the measures against Covid-19 with 

the Nazi regime, and social distancing with concentration camps - mostly by people who 

ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ƛŘŜŀ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘΦ ¢ŜǊƳǎ ƭƛƪŜ άDŜǎǘŀǇƻ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎέ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ 

ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ά!ǊōŜƛǘ ƳŀŎƘǘ ŦǊŜƛέ ǘƻ ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎƪŘƻǿƴ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǘƛƳŜǎ 

in social media. 
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wŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ .ǊŀȊƛƭ ǘƻ άŀƴ ƻǇŜƴ Ǝŀǎ ŎƘŀƳōŜǊέΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǊŜǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

comments. The Brazilian Jewish Confederation protested strongly against all these 

expressions and took the proper legal action when possible. 

In spite of all this, Brazil is a very tolerant society and antisemitism is a relatively mild 

phenomenon. During 2020 there were no physical attacks against members of the Jewish 

community and most incidents were internet-related. 

In the pages attached to this report you can follow the events that occurred throughout 

the year. 

Colombia 

On April 28th, 2020 Colombian radio station Sigue La W revealed audio recordings in 

which Carlos Fajardo, representative of Coper (a municipality of Boyaca, Colombia) 

allegedly sent antisemitic WhatsApp voice messages to a third person stating: άWe use 

brands as a way to resist these Jewish dogs, in Coper there are Jews and IΩm not going to 

tell you who they are, big-nosed and long-eared, we donΩt want these Jewish dogs, look 

who dressed the Nazis (...) I have a pistol worth the lives of many probes, an SS pistol.έ 

Willinton Cortés, a former candidate for the Council of Coper, also said that Fajardo 

approached him on business premises in the municipality, calling him άWŜǿƛǎƘΣ tŜŀǎŀƴǘέΦ 

Chile 

Although today Chile is considered by many to be a model of democracy and human rights 

in Latin America, the situation of the Jewish community in Chile continues to cause rising 

concern. Chile exhibits the highest levels in Latin America of antisemitism disguised as 

anti-Zionism, fueled by the Palestinian Federation, which is the largest Palestinian 

community outside the Arab world. Delegitimization of Zionism and demonization of 

Israel are growing, fostered by Chile's BDS movement, which is the strongest in all Latin 

America. 

During 2020, a series of events took place, which caused serious concern in the Jewish 

community.  

One of the most serious events was the Chilean SenateΩs endorsement, in July 2020, of a 

resolution calling on President Sebastián Piñera to adopt a law boycotting goods from 

West Bank settlements and banning commercial activity with companies that operate 

there, as well as companies άinvolved in the violation of humanitarian international lawέ. 

Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ƻƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ млΣ ŀ ƳŀǊŎƘ ƛƴ [ŀǎ /ƻƴŘŜǎ όŀ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘȅ ƛƴ /ƘƛƭŜΩǎ {ŀƴǘƛŀƎƻ 

province) protesting against a new constitution, included a strong presence of the neo-
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bŀȊƛ ƎǊƻǳǇ άwŜŎƘŀȊƻέΦ {ƻƳŜ participants carried Nazi symbols and slogans and made 

Hitler salutes. Others raised flags with swastikas or wore shirts with the initials ATP, short 

for the slogan ά!ún Tenemos Patriaέ - ά²Ŝ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƘƻƳŜƭŀƴŘέΣ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎǘ 

anti-immigration movement whose motto ƛǎ ά/ƘƛƭŜ for Chileansέ. 

Another serious incident: Daniel Jadue, Governor of the Recoleta province, shared 

conspiracy theories with antisemitic content on his Twitter account and in several 

interviews. In a radio interview on July 5, Jadue said that ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άŀƭǘernative media 

in the country are being bought by ǘƘŜ ½ƛƻƴƛǎǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ /ƘƛƭŜέΦ 

During the second week of December 2020, a student at the Universidad de Chile 

presented a project in an English class declaring that Hitler was a great leader and άǿŜ 

shoulŘ ōŜ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ōȅ ƘƛƳέΦ {ƻƳŜ tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƛƴ /ƘƛƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƛŎƪƴŀƳŜŘ /h±L5-19 

ǘƘŜ ά½ƛƻƴ ±ƛǊǳǎέΦ 

Gerardo Gorodischer, president of the Chilean Jewish community, complained that the 

Palestinian community is using the opportunity to enhance discrimination against the 

Jewish community and expressed concern over the possibility of rising violence between 

the ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ Jewish and Palestinian communities. 

Peru 

On April 4th, 2020 Peruvian Member of Parliament José Barba Caballero made an 

antisemitic joke on his Twitter account reacting to the restrictions caused by the global 

Coronavirus pandemic: άLƴ LǎǊŀŜƭΣ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀǊŀƴǘƛƴŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ 

ǿŜƴǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳƻƴŜȅōƻȄŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻ WŜǿ ǿŀǎ ƭŜŦǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎέΦ 

Uruguay 

On May 20th, 2020 Uruguayan magazine La Verdad published an editorial on the internal 

political situation in Uruguay stating that Uruguayan President άLacalle Pou does not 

respond to the sacrosanct people, but to the true bosses (mandamŀǎŜǎύ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΧΥ 

the Jewsέ. 

Venezuela / Based on a report by Beatriz W. de Rittigstein 

Antisemitism in Venezuela comes directly from the top, from government circles, which 

promote and encourage antisemitic manifestations - often disguised as anti-Zionism or 

anti-Israeli policies, and frequently linked to events in the Middle East as well as internal 

developments. Antisemitism in Venezuela has increased since the ascent of Hugo Chávez 

and his successor Nicolás Maduro to the presidency. 
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During 2020, senior officials continued to manifest antisemitic attitudes. These officials 

include: President Nicolás Maduro himself; Vice President Delcy Rodríguez and her 

brother Jorge Rodríguez, current president of the National Assembly and former Minister 

of Communications; Foreign Minister Jorge Arreaza who continued to promote 

antisemitic campaigns on the web, including through official networks; Tareck El Aissami, 

appointed Minister of Petroleum, accused of drug trafficking by the US judicial system, 

and considered the link between Hezbollah and Venezuela. Diosdado Cabello, number 

two in the regime, who wields great power, also began utilizing antisemitism as a political 

tool. Through his television program "Con el mazo dando" he accuses any opposition 

member of Jewish origin, such as Henrique Capriles, David Smolansky and Ricardo 

IŀǳǎƳŀƴƴΣ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ άǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ½ƛƻƴƛǎƳέΦ The state media, including TeleSur, 

VTV, RNV, Aporrea, Correo del Orinoco, Ciudad Caracas, Diario Vea, Ultimas Noticias, also 

promote antisemitism. In addition, the government maintains a significant number of 

accounts on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram managed by both employees and robots, 

which promote campaigns against Israel. 

Venezuela maintains a close relationship with the Palestinian Authority, as well as Iran 

and other Muslim countries. It has a large and influential Arab population, some members 

of which occupy prominent positions in the government. The official site of the Union of 

tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴ ¸ƻǳǘƘ ƛƴ ±ŜƴŜȊǳŜƭŀ Ǉƻǎǘǎ ŀƎƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ǘǿŜŜǘǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ άIŜǊŜ L ŀŘŘ ŀ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ 

map of Palestine for those who do not know the subject, which shows how the Zionist 

racist genocidal colonialist movement, supported by the British Empire and now with the 

support of the United States, occupied Palestine through massacres and ethnic 

ŎƭŜŀƴǎƛƴƎέΦ {ŜǾŜǊŀƭ ±ŜƴŜȊǳŜƭŀƴǎ ƻŦ !Ǌŀō ƻǊƛƎƛƴ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ŀƭƭ ƪƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ ŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛŎ ǇǊŜƧǳŘice. 

One of them is Basem Tajeldine who publishes daily interviews on Hispan TV, on various 

far-left pages, on his own blog and on social networks, always referring to Israel as 

άІLǎǊŀIŜƭƭέΦ 

A new character appeared on the antisemitic scene during 2020: Hugo Moyer Agostini, 

chemical engineer. In his daily column on the Chavista Aporrea website, Moyer lashes out 

furiously against the State of Israel, demonizing it as the supreme evil in the world, basing 

his arguments on Hispan TV and various well-known antisemitic writers. For instance, in  

Aporrea, 29/02/2020, under the title "The Secret Revealed", he writes that άL ŀƳ ŀǿŀǊŜ 

that I am gambling when I insist that behind what happens in Venezuela stands not only, 

nor fundamentally, Donald Trump, the CIA or the State Department and to a lesser extent, 

Pence, Bolton or Abrams (who is probably of Jewish origin as a good part of President 

Trump's advisers, including his son-in-law and even his daughter who assumed Judaism 

as a religious faith and I do not doubt that, as her father and her husband, is a fan of 

Zionism). ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ΨǇǳǇǇŜǘǎΩ ƻŦ ŀ ǘǊƛŀŘƛŎ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƎŀƳŜΧΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ΧǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ 

for ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŘŜŦŜƴŘ ½ƛƻƴƛǎǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎΧ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

appearances that are deliberately created by the world media controlled by Zionism and 
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ƛǘǎ ŀƭƭƛŜǎ ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΣ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘέΦ IŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŀŎŎǳǎŜǎ LǎǊŀŜƭ ƻŦ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

attempted coup d'état against President Hugo Chávez. He cites Tajeldine, accusing the 

Jewish community of staging the attack on the Tiferet Israel Synagogue in 2009. Finally, 

he refers to the annual reports on antisemitism in Venezuela published by the Jewish 

community, accusing the community of interfering in Venezuela, by various means 

(media, economic, religious, and political) and being involved in coup attempts not only 

in Venezuela and Colombia, but even in the US and in Israel itself. 

Emilio Silva, professor at the Venezuelan Bolivarian University, published in 2020 a series 

of antisemitic notes in the official Diario VEA. The first of these appeared on June 11, 

нлнлΣ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜ ά½ƛƻƴƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ bŀȊƛǎƳΥ ¢ǿƻ {ƛŘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŀƳŜ /ƻƛƴέΦ This was 

followed by over 15 notes in which Silva manipulated historical facts to demonstrate a 

non-existent relationship between Zionism and Nazism. 

Despite the above, antisemitism has not permeated Venezuelan society. Seen as 

manipulation by those who caused the great tragedy that affects Venezuelans, it does not 

arouse sympathy among ordinary citizens. The political, economic and humanitarian crisis 

the country is going through has had its impact on the Jewish community, and the vast 

majority has left the country, but there is still a very active community which strives to 

keep the institutions functioning. 

Mexico 

Antisemitism has never been an official policy in Mexico and the Government does not 

support discrimination nor violent acts. Since 2003 the country has an Antidiscrimination 

Law that considers Antisemitism as a discriminatory action. Nevertheless, Antisemitic 

incidents, especially in mass and social media appear frequently. 

2020 was a different year due to the Covid-19 pandemic that gave way to the 

manifestation of conspiracy theories. Nevertheless, as in previous years, in Mexico the 

Israeli-Palestinian conflict triggered most of the negative arguments and Antisemitic 

manifestations. 

Social networks, mainly Twitter, were the space where Antisemitic and anti-Zionist 

arguments were more active, including both trends as well as isolated messages based on 

economic, racial and political stereotypes. Antisemitic stereotypes described Jews as 

powerful and owners of the money and used derogatory terms to refer to Jews. 

This year negative articles in the traditional media decreased compared to previous years, 

however, as happened in other countries, Antisemitism in social media increased. In order 

to monitor this phenomena Tribuna Israelita keeps track and identifies the sources, the 

ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜǊǎέΦ 
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Negative articles in 

the Mexican press: 

2004-2019 

 

 

 

 

 

Incidents 

       Graffiti (swastikas, flags, flyers, etc.)  
       Verbal aggressions or threatsSale of Nazi 
memorabilia 
       Sale of Antisemitic literature 
       Radio, TV and Internet 
Total 

 

2 
4 
1 
1 
1 
9 

Support for the Palestinian cause 

       Events (conferences, seminars, interviews, etc.) 
       Gatherings (demonstrations, rallies, etc.) 
       Support of groups or politicians  
       Others 
Total  

 

7 
5 
2 
3 
17 

Written Media  

Neutral articles (including, op-eds, cartoons and 
letters to the editors) 
Negative articles (including op-eds, cartoons 
and letters to the editors) 
Positive articles (including op-eds, cartoons and  
letters to the editors) 

Total 

 

2,270 
 
199 
 
16 
 

2485 

Social Media   
Neutral mentions 
Negative mentions 
Total 

 
257,249 
201,896 
459,145 
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Social Media 

 

 

Some events that took place in Mexico this year generated Antisemitic and anti-Zionist 
reactions mainly in the social media platforms: 

1. Annual International Day of Commemoration of the Victims of the Holocaust 

¶ On January 27th, the Senate of the Republic broadcast live through its Facebook page 
the Annual Commemoration Act in Memory of the Victims of the Holocaust and in 
Memory of Don Gilberto Bosques Saldívar. 
(https://www.facebook.com/SenadoMexico/videos/212075216619078/). 

¶ Although the majority of the comments expressed were of solidarity, several negative 
messages were also exposed: 

https://www.facebook.com/SenadoMexico/videos/212075216619078/
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2. ¢ƘŜ ά5Ŝŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘǳǊȅέΣ tŜŀŎŜ tƭŀƴ ǘƻ ǎƻƭǾŜ ǘƘŜ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ-Palestinian conflict 
presented by the President of the United States, Donald Trump 

¶ The news of the presentation of the peace plan for the Middle East by the President 
of the United States, Donald Trump, on January 28, generated negative arguments 
and messages as well as activities in support of the Palestinian cause. 

¶ On January 28th, Alfredo Jalife-Rahme, known for his anti-Zionist and Antisemitic 
rhetoric, criticized Trump's initiative, and uploaded to his Facebook page the map 
ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǇŜŀŎŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ά! ƳŀǇ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀȅǎ ƛǘ ŀƭƭέ 
(Https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=2158443084258953&id=10
6534119449870) generating many negative posts from his followers: 

 

https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=2158443084258953&id=106534119449870
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=2158443084258953&id=106534119449870
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Support for the Palestinian cause was promoted mostly through social networks by the 
BDS Mexico group on Facebook, despite the fact that BDS is not strong in the country. As 
in previous years, the most common negative arguments were: The policies of the State 
of Israel towards the Palestinians, described ŀǎ άoppressive, occupying, genocidal, 
ǎǳǇŜǊƛƻǊ ƛƴ ŦƻǊŎŜέ; the special relationship between Israel and the United States; the idea 
of victims turned into perpetrators. 

 

3. Coronavirus 

PALESTINE IS NOT FOR SALE 

PALESTINE IS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE 

SAY NO TO THE DEAL OF THE CENTURY 

 

What is the deal of the Century and why 

should we reject it? 

 

Come with us and we will stop together the 

genocide of the Palestinian people. 
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Since March, the health emergency caused by the Covid-19 coronavirus pandemic has 
generated, mainly on social media, a series of negative, Antisemitic and anti-Zionist 
messages: 

a. In the social media some users blamed the Jews for the pandemic 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b. Negative comments made by Influencers 

The Coronavirus, is a virus 

invented by the Zionists in the 

USA. It is a simple cough. The real 

pandemic is called Jews. This is a 

lethal virus that has for 5,000 

years killed goyim, animals and 

everything else according to the 

vibration of the 

 Universe. 

Of course, the Zionists created the 

virus and the Zionists have the 

ŎǳǊŜΧ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ǉƭan to 

ǊǳƭŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΧ ¢ƘŜȅ ƻǿƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 

world banks and they impose on 

every government. 

Israel announces they discovered 

the cure for Covid-19. This would 

be excellent news. 

There are videos that show that 

the Coronavirus is a Jewish 

invention to exterminate a big 

ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΧ L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ 

them. 
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Since the beginning of the Covid-19 emergency, the actress Patricia Navidad - who has 
161,500 followers on Twitter - known for her beliefs in Antisemitic and anti-Zionist 
conspiracy theories, has been stating on her account that the "Coronavirus Covid-19 is 
not a pandemic, but it is actually a Zionist manipulation and a coup led by George Soros 
in conjunction with Bill and Melinda Gates, the UN, the World Health Organization and 
othersέ. 

 

c. Activities in support of the Palestinian cause that took place in other countries, were 
promoted by zoom in Mexico. 
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4. Visit of Marcos Shabot, President of the Central Committee of the Jewish Community 
of Mexicós in Washington as part of the group of businessmen who accompanied 
Mexican President López Obrador 

By invitation of the Mexican President, Andrés Manuel López Obrador, Marcos Shabot, 
President of the Central Committee of the Jewish Community of Mexico, was part of the 
group of Mexican businessmen who accompanied the President on his visit to 
Washington DC. on July 8th and 9th. Due to the nature of the trip, this topic occupied 
considerable space both in the national press and on social networks. 

On Twitter, the following negative mentions were detected regarding the participation of 
Shabot in the trip: 

 

 

 

 

 

The Jewish Community can fuck up 
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5. Volkswagen case 

On September 5th, Fernanda Martinez published on her Twitter account a 
photograph of the official presentation of the first Volkswagen model, created during 
the Third Reich. The picture, in which Adolph Hitler is surrounded by swastikas as well 
as members of the Nazi government, was exhibited in a Volkswagen concessionaire in 
Mexico CityΦ {ƘŜ ǇƻǎǘŜŘΥ ά5ŜŀǊ Ϫ±ƻƭƪǎǿŀƎŜƴψa·Σ ǎŀŘƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŜǇ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ 
photos that are an aǇƻƭƻƎȅ ŦƻǊ ǊŀŎƛǎƳέΦ 

 

 

 

The Jewish Community complained, and Volkswagen Mexico and the German 
Embassy condemned the incident, and the photos were taken down. 

  

Hmmmmmm Jews are another 

issue. 

Live free Palestine 
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ARAB COUNTRIES /  Yarden Ben-Dor 

The year 2020 saw, on the one hand, an overall continuation of the antisemitic discourse 
across the Arab media and social networks, similar to that of previous years. Accordingly, 
most antisemitic manifestations were recorded in reaction to worldwide news events, 
and linked to the ongoing Israeli-Palestinian conflict. However, unlike previous years, the 
global eruption of the COVID-19 pandemic sparked a sharp increase of antisemitic 
manifestations accusing Israel and the Jews of being responsible for the pandemic, 
depicting Israel and the Jews as the virus itself and more. On the other hand, 2020 also 
marked a peak in the overall rise of voices from within the Arab world denouncing 
antisemitism and Holocaust denial. This was especially evident in the highly publicized 
visit of Muslim clerics to the Auschwitz concentration camp, and in events resulting from 
the Abraham Accords between Israel, the UAE and Bahrain, followed by normalization 
agreements between Israel and additional Arab countries. Nevertheless, it is important 
to note the debate triggered by these events, which used antisemitic motifs to defy this 
new trend. 

As in previous years, the antisemitic discourse focused mainly on defaming the Jews and 
the Jewish religion along with blaming Israel and the Jews for the ills of the Arab world, 
and in some cases even relying on the forged Protocols of the Elders of Zion. The main 
motifs of such expressions documented throughout 2020 were the continuance of 
Holocaust denial, comparing the Jews with the Nazis and accusing them of mutual 
collaboration, classic antisemitic descriptions of Jews as prophet killers, blood libels, 
ǾƛƭƛŦȅƛƴƎ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ ǊƛǾŀƭǎ ŀǎ άWŜǿǎέ and more. 

COVID-19 pandemic 

2020 may also be characterized as the year of COVID-19 - the mysterious respiratory 
disease of unknown origin that appeared in the Chinese city of Wuhan in late 2019, and 
subsequently spread to nearly all countries across the globe, leaving nearly 120 million 
people infected and more than 2.5 million dead as these lines are being written. As this 
pandemic drew worldwide attention, its eruption also fueled a wave of antisemitic 
propaganda ranging from dozens of cartoons published in the Arab media and social 
networks, to opinion articles and statements accusing the Jews and Israel of causing the 
virus and/or striving to benefit from it, equating the Jews and Israel with the virus itself 
or linking the pandemic with the Holocaust. 

In one set of reactions, conspiracy theories emerged, accusing Israel and the Jews of 
spreading the virus while benefiting from it. For example, on 16 March, the Jordanian 
writer of Palestinian descent, Aǎad alπAzuni claimed in the Palestinian Dunya al-Watan 
news portal, that the Jews and the CIA are responsible for the outbreak as part of their 
alleged attempts to ignite wars worldwide. In another instance, Lebanese physician 
Hadi Issa Dalul claimed in an interview on Syrian al-Ikhbariya TV on April 4, that the Jews 
are evading the worldwide financial collapse resulting from the pandemic, just as they 
had managed to avoid losses following the 9/11 attacks, and even suggested that they 
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were also to blame for these attacks. On 7 July, Jordanian columnist Rashad Abu Dawud 
invoked similar claims, suggesting that the COVID-19 outbreak is part of a conspiracy for 
creating a Jewish world government, relying on the Protocols of the Elders of Zion. 

In addition, the COVID-19 pandemic prompted a range of Holocaust denial 
manifestations: On April 2, writer Mustafa Abu al-Sŀud published an opinion article in the 
Hamas-oriented Gaza-based Felesteen daily, calling his readers to "utilize every disaster 
on the positive side, just as the Jews continue to harvest the crops of what they claim to 
have been subjected to during the 'Holocaust', a lie that most of the world's idiots [still] 
believe [that actually happened]." On July 3, Sweden-based writer Ihab Muqbil similarly 
denied the Holocaust in an article posted in the independent Iraqi news portal Sawt al-
Iraq,  in wake of the pandemic's outcomes in Sweden. Discussing the rise of the death 
toll in the country and the overall number of cremated corpses in a local Linköping 
cemetery, Muqbil reached the conclusion that the Holocaust is a mere lie, as "according 
to the Official Western hypocritical myth, Hitler's crematoriums operated around the 
clock, and here comes the representative of the Linköping Cemetery and affirms that 
crematoriums must stop operating for maintenance from time to time." 

Another result of the COVID-19 pandemic  was a large-scale campaign on social media 
platforms, Twitter in particular, using cartoons and images that link the outbreak with the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, with hashtags such as #Covid48, #Covid1948, 
#Zionism_Is_More_Dangerous_Than_Corona and others. In most of these cartoons, 
Israel and the Jews were portrayed as the virus itself with its famous spikes, and a Star of 
David drawn inside. In one case, on April 20, Palestinian activist Muhammad al-Kiswani 
posted on his Twitter account a picture of a health worker holding up a shield depicted as 
the Palestinian flag, against a virus named "Covid48", following bombing by a US Air Force 
aircraft. In another case, also from April 20, Jordanian Twitter activist, Qutayba Abu 
Hammad posted on his account a cartoon of a tank with the Coronavirus marked with a 
Star of David as its turret, and a Palestinian demonstrator standing in front of it - claiming 
that Zionism is worse than the virus. On May 22,  the Iranian Fars News Agency also 

posted a similar cartoon on their official Twitter account, entitled: "#Cṗvid_1948 is more 
dangerous than Covid19." 

Left: Cartoon posted by Jordanian activist, Qutayba Abu Hammad, Twitter, April 20. 
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Right: Cartoon by Palestinian activist, Muhammad al-Kiswani, Twitter, April нл. 

The Holocaust in the Arab World & increasing voices against antisemitism 

The Holocaust remained a central point of discussion in the Arab world, as it had been in 
previous years. However, unlike previous years, 2020 saw an unprecedented number of 
voices and public acts driven by Arab world figures denouncing the Holocaust and 
antisemitism while calling for interreligious dialogue and tolerance. As this may predict a 
shift of mind from within the Arab world, these events also sparked a debate between 
supporters and opponents of this trend. 

The first event to mark this change was the publicized visit, on 23 January, of the Mecca-
based Saudi Muslim World League (MWL) Secretary General, Dr. Muhammad alπIssa,  
accompanied by a delegation of 25 senior Muslim clerics, at the Auschwitz concentration 
camp, in conjunction with the American Jewish Committee (AJC) to mark the upcoming 
75th International Holocaust Remembrance Day. The event itself, which was also televised 
on the Saudi al-Arabiya TV network, brought to light voices of other participants, like the 
Lebanese-Shiite cleric Muhammad Ali al-Hussayni, who stated in an interview that "We 
condemn and denounce this heinous crime that affected the Jews and humanity more than 
75 years ago, as they were followers of a religion, and [the Holocaust] took place under 
the name of religion and therefore is unacceptable." Following this event, Dr. Muhammad 
alπIssa delivered a speech at the AJC's Virtual Global Forum held on 14-18 June, in which 
he continued to speak against antisemitism, Islamophobia and extremism in eneral. In his 
address, alπIssa recounted his visit to Auschwitz and vowed "Never Again." 

Even though both events triggered negative reactions - such as an editorial published in 
the Pan-Arab al-Quds al- Arabi daily on 15 June, accusing alπIssa of ignoring the 
Palestinian cause, and labeling his visit to Auschwitz "hypocrisy," or that of Muhammad 
Salih al-Musfir in the Qatari al-Sharq daily from 28 January, condemning alπIssa for not 
praying over "martyrs of Gaza, Iraq and Syria" -  they also paved the way for numerous 
supportive reactions, mostly from Saudi-based Twitter activists who denounced 
Holocaust denial and called for religious co-existence. In one example from 25 January, 
Saudi intellectual Turki al-Hamad called the visit an example of tolerance, adding that 
despite the Arab feelings towards Israel and the Jews, the Holocaust remains "a mark of 
shame on the forehead of humanity" and concluding: "If we want worldwide solidarity 
with our problems then we need to show our solidarity for other problems." In another 
example, the Saudi former Director of the Jeddah-based Middle East Center for Strategic 
and Legal Studies, Abd al-Hamid al-Hakim, published a series of tweets supporting alπIssa. 
In one of them, from 2 February, he attacked a Jordanian TV host, Umar Ayasra, who, 
reacting to the visit, had denied the Holocaust on Jordan's al-Yarmuk TV: "Mr. Ayasra 
demonstrates the worst form of hypocrisy by underestimating a heinous crime against 
humanity." On 22 June, the Saudi writer Abd alπAziz Bin Ahmad Sirhan posted an opinion 
article in the Saudi daily Ukaz in support of alπIssa and his participation in the AJC's Virtual 
Global Forum, discussing the religious role of Islam in the fight against crimes like the 
Holocaust, and responding to those who had criticized him for emphasizing massacres of 
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Jews rather than others: "Jews were subjected to this massacre due to their faith and due 
to the foolish Nazi crimes." 

Another point of debate was the highly publicized Fifth World Holocaust Forum held in 
Jerusalem on 23-24 January and attended by 49 high-level delegates, including heads of 
state, religious figures and others. On the one hand, we heard voices similar to those 
documented, such as the Moroccan Kamal Ayt Bin Yuba who on 24 January spoke out 
against Holocaust denial in the Iraqi al-Hiwar al-Mutamaddin portal. Calling the 
Holocaust an "undisputable fact," Bin Yuba also spoke out against "so-called Islamic 
countries" seeking to spread hatred against Jews in schools, including countries that 
already maintain diplomatic relations with Israel. On the other hand, this event triggered 
responses accusing Israel of exploiting the Holocaust as a policy of blackmail or 
perpetrating a Holocaust against the Palestinians, accusing the Zionist movement of 
collaborating with the Nazis and more. In one example from 21 January, referring to the 
upcoming event, al-Quds alπArabi posted an editorial claiming that Jewish companies in 
Palestine had paid tens of millions of dollars to the Nazi industry and sponsored the 
collaboration of worldwide Zionist institutions with the Nazis, in order to facilitate the 
immigration of 60,000 German Jews to Palestine. The article also accused Israel of using 
the Holocaust as "Zionist propaganda" to cover up its crimes against the Palestinians. In 
other responses, such as Basil Turjman's on 22 January in the Jordanian al-Dustur, the 
Palestinians were portrayed as "the victims of the last Holocaust." Discussing the event, 
Basil stated: ϦLƴ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳΧ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎǘŀƴŘ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ тн-year-
old tragedy of the last [Holocaust] victims."  Another example is an editorial posted on 25 
January in the UAE-based al-Khalij daily, which accuses Israel of outdoing the practices of 
Nazism and Fascism in its maltreatment of the Palestinians, while accusing others of 
antisemitism in order to justify its existence. Nevertheless, it is worth noting that after 
the signing of the Abraham Accords between Israel and the UAE, the article was removed 
from the website. 

The Abraham Accords 

The normalization treaties signed between Israel, the UAE and Bahrain on September 15, 
and the later agreements signed with Sudan and Morocco, paved the way for numerous 
supportive reactions ranging from televised statements to opinion articles and even posts 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƳŜŘƛŀΦ 9ǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ƭƛƴƪŜŘ 
directly to antisemitism, they may also indicate a change of approach towards Judaism 
and antisemitism, given the chain of events generated by the agreements. 

Apart from the joint celebration of Jewish holidays such as Hannukah by Israeli, Moroccan 
and UAE diplomats, it is important to note several other events that can shed a brighter 
light on this change. The first was the joint visit on October 6, of the UAE's Foreign 
Minister, Abdullah Bin Zayid aal-Nahyan and his Israeli counterpart, Gabi Ashkenazi, to 
Berlin's Holocaust memorial, where Bin Zayid's assertion "Never Again" was recorded in 
the visitors' guestbook. On 23 October, the U.S. Special Envoy to Monitor and Combat 
Anti-Semitism and the Bahraini King Hamad Global Centre for Peaceful Coexistence signed 
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a memorandum of understanding affirming Bahrain as the first Arab country to adopt the 
International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance's (IHRA) definition of antisemitism, 
combating all forms of antisemitism while promoting religious coexistence. Another 
event worth mentioning was Morocco's decision to introduce Jewish history and culture 
into its educational curriculum. This complements the trend of omitting antisemitic 
material from Saudi textbooks, noted in IMACT-se's study on December 2020, although 
these actions do not necessarily reflect a direct shift resulting from the agreements.    

The normalization agreements further exposed the ongoing diplomatic tension and crisis 
between several Gulf countries and Qatar, in which it has been implied that Qatar 
promotes antisemitism. An example of this may be seen in the report published on 27 
September in the UAE's al-Bayan daily, quoting IMPACT-se's study published in August, 
on the Qatari curriculum, in what may seem like an attempt to criticize Qatar and perhaps 
even accuse it of promoting antisemitism. The report itself noted that Qatar continues to 
spread antisemitic material through its textbooks, including descriptions of Jews as 
prophet killers, promotion of blood libels, Holocaust denial and more. 

Alongside all these positive outcomes, the Abraham Accords and the events leading to 
them also triggered condemnations and antisemitic reactions in the Arab world. For 
example, on 4 February, merely 6 months prior to the agreements themselves, in 
response to a preliminary meeting between Israeli PM Benjamin Netanyahu and Sudan's 
de-facto head of state Abd al-Fattah al-Burhan, the al-Quds al- Arabi daily posted a 
cartoon by Usama Hajjaj, in which the latter was accused of being a Jew in disguise. 

Following the agreements several other reactions were documented, such as another 
cartoon by Usama Hajjaj published in al-Quds al- Arabi on 20 September, depicting a 
scene from a famous antisemitic Hadith, where instead of the Muslim believer killing a 
Jew at the end of time, the same Muslim throws down his sword and runs to shake hands 
with the same Jew, portrayed as Israeli PM Netanyahu. In light of the original Hadith text, 
where the rocks and trees call upon the Muslim believer to kill the Jew hiding behind 
them, the rock in the cartoon instead asks the Muslim: "O Muslim, O servant of Allah, 
what are you doing!!?" On 22 September, the Qatari Journalist Muhammad al-Marri 
posted an opinion article in Qatar's al-Sharq daily, claiming that the normalization 
agreements with the UAE serve the Zionists' goal of seizing control over the world. Citing 
an antisemitic tale about a Jewish Rabbi who foresaw that the Jews would rule the world, 
and reviewing previously signed peace treaties between Israel and Arab countries, al-
Marri concluded that "the Zionists will never deviate from their description in the Quran 
as violators of agreements and treaties, and will constantly strive to [spread] fitna, 
destruction and corruption on earth." On 9 October, in an opinion article published in the 
Palestinian al-Quds daily, Muhammad al-Nubani condemned Abdullah Bin Zayid aal-
Nahyan's visit to Berlin's Holocaust memorial following the signing of the treaty, accusing 
him of adopting the complete Zionist narrative surrounding the Holocaust, and claiming 
that the overall count of Jewish Holocaust victims was only about 800-900 thousand 
rather than six million. 
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In addition to articles and cartoons, several antisemitic statements were also recorded in 
response to the events. On October 6 Sudanese Islamic scholar Abd al-Hayy Yusuf, 
criticized the treaties on Hamas' al-Aqsa TV, denouncing them as "treacherous." Citing 
various Quranic verses that emphasize, in his mind, why "Allah forbids us to ally with 
Jews," Yusuf concluded that "the verses of the Quran tell us that hostility towards these 
people is obligatory." On 15 December Algerian Islamic scholar Yahya al-Sari was quoted 
on Algerian al-Bilad TV, accusing the Arabs of turning into Zionists and even adopting 
Jewish "Talmudic practices."  

Left:  Cartoon accusing Sudan's al-Burhan of being a Jew in disguise, al-Quds al- Arabi', 
February 4 

Right: Cartoon based on an antisemitic Hadith, al-Quds al- Arabi, September 20 

Emmanuel Macron, Antisemitism & Islamophobia 

The October-launched plan of French President Emmanuel Macron to combat Islamist 
radicalism in the country, labeling Islam a religion in "crisis," sparked a wave of reactions 
across the Arab and Muslim world. Macron's avowal to defend the publication of 
caricatures of Prophet Muhammad as an act of freedom of speech rekindled the 
discussion of Islamophobia versus Antisemitism, previously triggered by the 2015 Charlie 
Hebdo terror attacks. One of the most conspicuous reactions against Macron was the 
campaign launched by Turkish President Recep Tayyip 9ǊŘƻƐŀƴ, who on 26 October 
denounced Macron's plan as a "hatred campaign," called for a boycott of French goods, 
accused European leaders of being "fascists" and even claimed that Muslims in Europe 
are "now subjected to a lynch campaign similar to the one launched against the Jews in 
Europe before World War II."   

MacronΩs actions and statements also triggered other reactions, ranging from conspiracy 
theories to cartoons mocking him and adding antisemitic motifs. For example, on 8 
November, Lebanese researcher Muhsin Salih appeared in the Iranian Arabic language al-
 Alam TV, and accused the Zionists of controlling Charlie Hebdo along with most of the 
French and American media. In another response from October 26, France-based 
international law expert Dr. Abd al-Ilah al-Rawi appeared on Turkish Arabic language 
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Channel 9 TV, invoking a conspiracy theory in which Macron was "created by the 
Rothschilds," as they "have a huge lobby that controls the capital and media in the whole 
world, not only in France." On 13 November, the Egyptian actor and TV host, Wajdi al-
 Arabi spoke in the Turkey-operated Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood Watan TV, criticizing 
Macron for falsely accusing Islam of terrorism and claiming that France is responsible for 
erecting "pyramids" of Algerian skulls during the colonial period. He therefore criticized 
the Arab public for not doing enough to keep the subject alive, unlike the Jews who in his 
mind constantly keep the Holocaust alive. He even justified Hitler's actions, claiming that 
Allah "annihilates oppressors by means of other oppressors; Hitler burned them, and they 
deserved it." 

Other reactions, like the following cartoons, were connected to the discussion of 
Islamophobia versus Antisemitism: On 27 October, al-Quds al- Arabi posted a cartoon by 
Usama Hajjaj, mocking Macron for defining anti-Jewish satire as antisemitism, satire 
against black people as racism and satire against women appearing in advertisements as 
sexual prejudice, as opposed to satire against Prophet Muhammad which is considered 
an act of "freedom of speech." In another intance, from 4 November, Mauritanian 
cartoon artist Khalid Mulayi Idris posted in his Facebook profile a cartoon of Macron 
holding a microphone and giving a stereotypical Jew the right to speak while physically 
shutting the mouth of the Muslim standing on his other side. The cartoon, which had 
already been circulating online since 27 October, sparked outrage in French circles, and 
following its publication it was even reported that the French embassy in Mauritania 
consequently terminated a work contract involving Idris.  

 

Left: al-Quds al- Arabi's cartoon, October 27 

Right: Khalid Mulayi Idris' cartoon, published on his Facebook page, November 5. 

General manifestations 

Just as in previous years, some events triggered lesser antisemitic reactions than those 
described above, but should be noted nevertheless. One example was the Beirut 
explosion  on August 4, that gave rise to several conspiracy theories accusing Israel and 
the Jews of standing behind it. On 5 August, Anwar Abd al-Hadi, member of the PLO's 
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political bureau and ambassador to Damascus claimed in an interview on the Palestinian 
Authority's official TV channel, that the Israelis are most likely responsible for the 
explosion, since due to their "fake Biblical mentality" they are capable of committing any 
crime. On 14 August, Houthi Islamic scholar Shaykh Ibrahim alπUbaydi delivered a sermon 
on Houthi-Yemeni al-Iman TV, accusing the Jews of standing behind the explosion, as well 
as the COVID-19 pandemic, ISIS, 9/11 attacks and more. 

Another incident that triggered sporadic responses was the killing of George Floyd, a 46-
year-old African American civilian, by a white police officer in Minneapolis, Minnesota, on 
May 25. The incident and the mass civil unrest that followed triggered responses in the 
Arab media, connecting it to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and accusing Israel of acting 
on racist grounds. One of these, written by Ibrahim Badran, former Jordanian Minister of 
Education, and published on 8 June in the Jordanian al-Ghad daily, accused Israeli police 
officers of choking to death Palestinian demonstrators, in a manner similar to the killing 
of Floyd, and added that Israel's actions against the Palestinians surpass those of the 
Nazis. Other reactions were portrayed in cartoons featuring American police officers 
learning their practices from Israeli soldiers and other figures with a Star of David on their 
uniforms. 

Left: a cartoon entitled "Two sides to one coin", al-Quds al- Arabi, 3 June 

Right: a cartoon published by the Palestinian al-Hayat al-Jadida daily on 4 June. 

Other events that triggered interesting reactions may be seen in the Iranian written 
media. On May 1 the Iranian Student Network published an editorial denying the 
Holocaust in response to the decision of the German government on April 30, to outlaw 
the Lebanese Hizballah group and designate it a "terrorist organization". Claiming that 
most of the German Bundestag is controlled by "the Zionist regime," in a way similar to 
the supposed "Jewish domination" of the whole country's industry and economy, the 
article also stated that "the alleged Holocaust is one of the world's greatest lies and today 
many Germans have already discovered its falsity." In another case, on May 13, Iranian 
scholar and writer Sŀadullah ZarŜi marked the Iranian Quds day by promoting a blood 
libel against the Zionist movement in an opinion article published in Kayhan daily. 
Describing the Zionist movement's Jewish faith as inherently "racist," ZarŜi claimed that 
"according to Zionist leaders, the story of Judas [Iscariot] and the Messiah is not over yet." 
Speaking also on trends of normalization between Israel and the Gulf states, he accused 
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the Zionist movement of wishing, in this way, to seize control over lands that had been 
owned by Jewish tribes in the 7th century, and fulfilling their aspiration to extend their 
rule from the Nile to the Euphrates. 

Nevertheless, it is worth mentioning that like in previous years, many antisemitic 
expressions continued to be publicized in both written and televised media even without 
any major triggering event. An example of this is an article published on 3 June by Khalifa 
al-Mahmud in the Qatari al-Raya daily, describing how the Jews have managed through 
the Rothschild family to seize control over the world. Al-Mahmud accused the Rothschild 
family of controlling the European stock markets and contributing to their instability in 
times of war, controlling the prices of gold and the banks, and thus enabling  them to 
become "a spreadhead of the Jews' dream of establishing their state." In another 
example, columnist Abd al-Hamid al-Hamshari published a series of opinion articles in the 
Jordanian al-Dustur, between 23 June and 9 July, discussing "Jewish fabrications and 
fairytales," by addressing subjects such as: the Jewish attitude toward non-Jews as 
presented in the Mishnah and the Talmud, where they were allegedly considered "pigs"; 
Accusing the Zionist movement of falsely linking antisemitism with anti-Judaism, as Jews 
are the descendants of Khazar tribes and therefore have no connection whatsoever with 
the Semitic race; The Jewish connection to the Holy Temple as a myth, "falsely attributed 
to the Prophet of God, Solomon"; and more. Televised statements were also documented, 
like the one from 27 December, in which Kuwaiti-born Jordanian-Palestinian academic 
Ibrahim Allush denied the Holocaust in an interview on the Lebanon-based Palestine 
Today TV, claiming that "not a single person ς Jewish or non-Jewish, died in [any] gas 
chamber, because there were no gas chambers at all." 
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Scandinavia 2020 / Peter Lebenswerd 

Background  

For a description of the historical and sociological background of the Scandinavian Jewish 

population, I kindly refer you to reports from previous years. To date, no overall official 

statistics have been published regarding antisemitic incidents in 2020, but publication of 

several studies is expected during 2021. There are however some reports from the 

previous year that can serve as background for the trends of 2020. In 2019, the Danish 

monitoring organization άAKVAHέ recorded 37 antisemitic incidents in Denmark, 

including one threat, five cases of vandalism, 30 cases of antisemitic remarks and one 

case of discrimination. According to reports of the National Police from the same year the 

number of antisemitic hate crimes had increased from 26 cases in 2018 to 51 in 2019, 

shedding light on the difficulty of obtaining a complete picture of the situation. One of 

the reported cases of vandalism in Denmark in 2019 included approximately 90 separate 

acts of vandalism in one Jewish cemetery, as described below.  In Sweden, the Swedish 

National Council for Crime Prevention (BRÅ) published a study in 2019 investigating the 

nature of antisemitic hate crimes over time in Swedish society. The study shows that 

between the years 2008-2016 there were 564 police reports, 330 investigations and 103 

sentences concerning antisemitism. Publication of updated numbers is expected in late 

2021, but the qualitative part of the study, based on police reports, court rulings and 

interviews that present the attitudes of both victims and perpetrators, can be assumed 

to still be relevant today. The study reveals that expressions of antisemitism in Sweden 

occur in a range of different environments and contexts, including schools, workplaces, 

WŜǿƛǎƘ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƘƻƳŜǎ. The study concludes that there are άfew 

places where members of the Jewish community can be free of feelings of fear or concern 

about exposure to antisemitismΦέ The perpetrators were shown to come from many 

different types of backgrounds and were by no means all affiliated with organized groups, 

although several groups from the entire political and religious spectrum include 

antisemitism in their ideological foundations.  Jews interviewed in the study stated that 

in addition to the threat from extremists they are also exposed to antisemitic jokes, 

prejudices, and stereotyped comments, as well as threats, violence, and molestation, by 

persons whom they describe as normative Swedes, and whom they do not perceive as 

belonging to any specific group or ideological milieu. Jews living in cities with large 

numbers of immigrants from the Middle East have more frequently experienced 

antisemitic incidents, often committed by persons of this background. 

2020 

Despite the fact that there are as yet no published statistics on incidents in 2020, several 

examples of such incidents have been recorded in the Nordic countries, as seen below. 

Despite the increasing difficulty of categorizing the origin of antisemitic expressions due 
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to the blurring of boundaries between the various categories, I have sorted them roughly 

along political and sociological lines, mainly for practical reasons. 

The political right 

The mainstream political right-center in Scandinavia usually likes to portray itself as both 

pro-Jewish and pro-Israel and is often perceived as such by members of the Jewish 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎΩ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜ 

and anti-immigration right-wing parties is creating a dilemma in this respect. On the one 

hand, these right-ǿƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ά5ŀƴƛǎƘ tŜƻǇƭŜϥǎ tŀǊǘȅέ ƛƴ 5ŜƴƳŀǊƪ, ǘƘŜ ά¢ǊǳŜ 

Cƛƴƴǎέ ƛƴ CƛƴƭŀƴŘΣ ǘƘŜ άtǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǇŀǊǘȅέ ƛƴ bƻǊǿŀȅ and ǘƘŜ ά{ǿŜŘŜƴ 5ŜƳƻŎǊŀǘǎέ ƛƴ 

Sweden, often claim to be strong opponents of antisemitism, insisting that the most acute 

threat to Jews today stems from antisemitic immigrants from the Middle East - a problem 

that, according to them, can only be solved by stopping immigration, and especially 

Muslim immigration. Drawing upon the same logic, the Sweden Democrats have stated 

that they are the most pro-Israeli party in the country, claiming to urge governments to 

make more pro-Israeli decisions. On the other hand, the very same parties, some of which 

historically developed from ultra-nationalist movements, usually want to prevent basic 

expressions of Jewish life such as kosher slaughter and Jewish Day Schools, with the 

professed goal of stopping immigration and assimilating the minorities already in the 

countries into the majority culture. It should be noted that in the case of Sweden, several 

parties from left to right, strive for similar legislation regarding these same matters, for 

ŀƭƭŜƎŜŘ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ άǊƛƎƘǘέ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘΦ Lƴ 

ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά{ǿŜŘŜƴ 5ŜƳƻŎǊŀǘǎέ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŎǳǊǊƛƴƎ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ōȅ 

the media, in which the party's representatives expressed strong antisemitic views.   

There are however more extreme and openly antisemitic right-wing groups, including 

neo-Nazis who are exhibiting growing confidence and becoming increasingly 

synchronized throughout all Scandinavian countries. The main example is the pan-Nordic 

organization Nordic Resistance Movement (NRM). On Yom Kippur in September 2020, the 

NRM orchestrated a synchronized antisemitic campaign across the Nordic countries, in 

which activists campaigned outside Jewish facilities, challenged Jewish worshipers, 

distributed pamphlets and put up posters and stickers with antisemitic content in dozens 

of cities and towns in Sweden, Denmark, Norway and even Iceland. According to the NRM 

ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ άƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ bƻǊŘƛŎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ WŜǿƛǎƘ ŎǳǎǘƻƳǎ ŀƴŘ ½ƛƻƴƛǎǘ 

domination plans ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ bƻǊŘƛŎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΦέ  Around the same time Simon Lindberg, 

a Swedish NMR activist was identified as the one who in November 2019 had given the 

order to attack Jewish targets throughout Scandinavia, including a Jewish Cemetery in the 

Danish city of Randers, where almost 100 tombstones were vandalized (see above).  In 

Finland it was revealed in June 2020 that Finnish and Swedish NRM activists had been 

participating in paramilitary training courses in Russia. The organization was banned in 
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Finland in September following a decision by the Finnish Supreme Court but is still legal 

in the other Scandinavian countries. In Norway, representatives of the Jewish community 

have expressed frustration at what they see as the failure of the Norwegian government 

to take the NRM's threats against Jews seriously. The Jewish Community together with 

the Norwegian Center Against Racism (CAR) reported the NRM and its local website as 

early as 2018, but no action has been taken. 

In September 2020 an άalternative book fairέ was organized in Sweden by individuals 

linked to the radical nationalist environment, as an alternative to the annual Swedish 

book fair, the largest literary festival in Scandinavia. Speakers included individuals 

connected to the extreme right, including journalist Ingrid Carlquist ς who is an example 

of the increasing acceptance of openly expressing antisemitic ideas. Carlquist, who has 

openly denied the Holocaust, has frequently been invited as a  guest speaker by perfectly 

legal political parties, such as the right-wing AFS (Alternative for Sweden). On such 

ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎ ǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ōƭŀƳŜŘ άWŜǿǎέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛƭŜŘ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƛƳƳigrants, accused them 

of infiltrating all political parties in Sweden, and more. 

The political left 

The problem of antisemitism within the political left was debated publicly in Sweden in 

2020. The main problem is seen as a continuous bias against and disproportional focus on 

Israel, which in several cases has taken on antisemitic aspects.  One extreme example is 

the phenomenon recurring in social media and demonstrations organized by the left, of 

ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ƛŘŜŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜŜƪ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ŘŜǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ άƧǳǎǘƛŎŜέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴǎΦ Lƴ WǳƴŜ 

2020 the municipality of the Swedish city of Malmö decided to cut the grants to the Social 

5ŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ tŀǊǘȅΩǎ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ {{¦Σ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƭƻƎŀƴ άŎǊǳǎƘ 

½ƛƻƴƛǎƳέ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǳǎŜŘ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘƭȅ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ {ƻŎƛŀƭ 5ŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ tŀǊǘȅ ƛǎ 

currently the ruling party in Sweden. A related notion, possibly inspired by post-colonial 

discourse in some political circles, is that the victims and weakest members of society 

today are to be found within certain ethnic groups, including immigrants from the Middle 

East. This has affected the response to antisemitism in two ways. On the one hand, 

representatives of these ideas, who claim to be anti-racists, are often reluctant to 

problematize antisemitism coming from groups seen as victims of existing structures - 

despite the fact that a large part of Scandinavian antisemitism does originate from 

perpetrators with an immigrant background. The second problem from a Jewish 

standpoint is that these groups seem less eager to address antisemitism as an issue in its 

own right, outside the context of general racism. The exception has been antisemitic 

expressions coming from the extreme right or neo-Nazis, because left-wing groups then 

have a clearer political motivation consistent with their own ideological worldview. As a 

result, politicians and journalists on the left sometimes appear somewhat apologetic, 

explaining certain expressions of antisemitism (i.e. those coming from Middle Eastern 
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ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀƴǘǎύ ŀǎ ŀ άƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ LǎǊŀŜƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

Palestinians, regardless of the perpetrators' clearly stated motives, while regarding right-

wing antisemitism exclusively as ideologically motivated. But even here there are signs of 

άŘŜ-WǳŘŀƛȊŀǘƛƻƴέ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ bŀȊƛ ƛŘŜƻƭƻƎȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘΦ ¢ƘǳǎΣ Ŧƻr example, the 

theme of Holocaust memorial days is frequently rechanneled to the Palestinian situation. 

In one example Anna-Karin Hammar, anti-Israel activist, priest and former candidate for 

the position of Archbishop of Sweden, proposed replacing the 2020 commemoration of 

the November Pogrom/Kristallnacht with a pro-Palestinian event, calling on ordained 

ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ {ǿŜŘŜƴ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ƛƴ άŀ Řŀȅ of solidarity with the 

tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴǎέ. In 2015, also on the eve of the November Pogrom/Kristallnacht 

commemoration, Sweden's main left-wing parties organized a memorial ceremony in the 

city of Umeå, but did not invite the Jewish Community, explaining that they feared the 

WŜǿǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ άƻŦŦŜƴŘŜŘέ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǘƛ-Israeli nature of the event.   

An example ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛǎƳ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƛƴǎǘǊŜŀƳ ƭŜŦǘΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛǎƳ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 

decision of the Swedish government (led by the Social Democrats) in 2020 to open a state-

funded Holocaust museum in Sweden. This led to a heated debate in which some right-

wing politicians criticized the Social Democratic government for focusing on the Holocaust 

ǿƘƛƭŜ άƛƎƴƻǊƛƴƎέ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ άŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎέ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ {ǿŜŘŜƴ - 

referring to what they perceived as a lame response to antisemitic attacks committed by 

immigrants from the Middle East. 

Antisemitism and the population with Middle Eastern background 

The relatively large numbers of immigrants from the Middle East, Afghanistan and other 

countries has created tension in Sweden and to some extent also in Norway and Denmark. 

After the great immigration wave from Syria in 2015 there have been increasing signs of 

failure to integrate these immigrants into society, resulting in a growing sense of 

alienation with consequent radicalization.  The Swedish and Danish secret services have 

warned that several cities have become hotbeds for ISIS/Daesh recruitment, and dozens, 

maybe even hundreds of people, have gone to Syria to fight for ISIS. The Swedish 

government has been criticized for not taking the threat of returning ISIS fighters seriously 

enough.  

In the Swedish city of Malmö, during violent riots in August 2020, protesting against the 

burning of the Koran by Danish politician Rasmus Paludan, the incited crowd raised their 

fists and repeatedly shouted slogans against Jews, like "Oh Jews, remember 'Khaybar', 

Mohammad's army returns", referring to Khaybar, a place where according to Islamic 

tradition Jews were killed by Muhammad and his followers in the 7th century. This slogan 

has been heard for years in Scandinavia at anti-Israel rallies, but in this case the 

demonstration was not a protest against Israel but rather against an extreme right-wing 

leader, and still the slogans ended up being directed against Jews. In another incident, in 
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October, the Malmö Municipality decided to immediately suspend all cooperation with a 

new Arab book fair set to take place in the city, after discovering that the fair offered 

purchases via an online bookstore (Safahat Publishers of Syria) that also sells antisemitic 

literature, including a book entitled 'The Synagogue of Satan: The Secret History of Jewish 

World Domination'.  

One of 2020's more publicized incidents occurred in Sweden, when it was revealed that 

Hamid Zafar, a school principal and politician from the Right-LibŜǊŀƭ tŀǊǘȅ άaƻŘŜǊŀǘŜǊƴŀέ, 

ƴŀƳŜŘ ά{ǿŜŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊέ ƛƴ нлму, had been posting antisemitic material partially 

inspired by Middle Eastern antisemitism, in various social media forums under different 

pseudonyms, for four years. As an immigrant himself Zafar had become a popular voice 

in the Swedish debate on immigrants' integration into the Swedish educational system, 

and was seen as a good example of successful integration.  However, since he is a member 

of a party leaning toward the right, the response to this affair was somewhat inverted:  

those on the political right, who usually push the idea that immigrants from the Middle 

East are responsible for most of current antisemitism, felt compelled to defend him, while 

left-wing politicians, who are usually cautious about expressing criticism of Swedes with 

an immigrant background, attacked Zafar vigorously.   

This, as well as the aforementioned debate on the Holocaust museum, can serve as 

examples of how politicized the debate on antisemitism has become, with different 

political camps trying to gain political points at each other's expense by accusing the other 

side of antisemitism. This might impact the Jewish population's confidence as to the pure 

intentions of politicians fighting antisemitism regardless of political affiliation.  

Another noteworthy public incident in Scandinavia was the repeated vandalizing of a 

kosher grocery store in Copenhagen, Denmark in June 2020. Also, a local church in the 

Norwegian city of Strand decided to remove a public Christmas decoration in the form of 

a Star of David at the mayor's request - ŘǳŜ ǘƻ άŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴǘǎέ that the symbol waǎ άǘƻƻ 

reminiscent of LǎǊŀŜƭ ŀƴŘ WŜǿǎέ. 

IHRA Working Definition and actions against antisemitism 

With regard to the issue of adopting the Working Definition of Antisemitism of the 

International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA WDA), the Scandinavian countries 

can be said to show support in theory but still with a relatively low level of actual 

implementation.  

In January 2020 Swedish Prime Minister Stefan Löfven published an article in the Israeli 

newspaper Yediot Aharonot in which he declared for the first time that Sweden endorses 

the IHRA working definition, providing a list of examples that serve as illustrations. The 

context of the government's statement is believed to be {ǿŜŘŜƴΩǎ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ƘƻǎǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀƴ 

international conference on the Holocaust. The conference, άǘƘŜ aŀƭƳǀ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
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Forum on Holocaust Remembrance and Combating !ƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛǎƳέ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ hŎǘƻōŜǊ 

2021, will host heads of state and government from about 50 countries, experts, 

researchers and representatives of civil society. In the spring of 2020 the government also 

reported a number of educational initiatives against antisemitism, as well as increased 

security measures for Swedish Jews.   

Finland has not officially adopted the IHRA WDA but has expressed 

endorsement/acceptance on different occasions. During his speech at a memorial 

ceremony for the victims of the Holocaust on January 27, 2020, Foreign Minister Pekka 

Haavisto said that the Finnish government uses the IHRA's definition of antisemitism on 

a national level, within the European Union and internationally, άeven though it is not 

ƭŜƎŀƭƭȅ ōƛƴŘƛƴƎέΦ In July 2020 the National Forum for Cooperation of Religions in Finland 

(CORE Forum) officially called for a more formal adoption and in September the National 

Lutheran Bishop Conference in Finland decided to officially endorse the working 

definition. The endorsement was seen as surprising in some circles, as several Finnish 

bishops have been criticized in the past for strong anti-Israeli activism.  

Denmark has not adopted the working definition but in January 2020 Prime Minister 

Mette Frederiksen stated that the government intends to introduce a national action plan 

against antisemitism, as well as an official definition of antisemitism in Denmark based on 

the IHRA WDA.  

Norway, who has not adopted ǘƘŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴΣ ƛǎ ǊŜƭȅƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƛǘǎ άaction plan against 

ŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛǎƳέΣ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ƛƴ нлмс ŀǎ the central document around which almost all political 

discussion about antisemitism in Norway takes place. The Norwegian Confederation of 

Trade Unions (LO), the largest and most influential umbrella organization of labor unions 

in Norway, decided to strongly and officially oppose the IHRA working definition during 

their Trondheim Conference in January 2019. 

Covid-19 

Although no official numbers were available when this report was written, the 

assumption is that the Scandinavian countries have not seen a significant number of 

antisemitic incidents specifically connected to the Corona crisis. However, wherever 

antisemitism appeared in the social media, conspiracy theories about Jews and Corona 

were also present. A study by the Swedish Defense Research Agency (FOI), published in 

October 2020, shows that almost 35 percent of posts about Jews in the main social media 

platforms contain antisemitism or hostility towards Jews. It is also worth mentioning that 

ǿƘŜƴ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƴŜǿǎΣ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƴŜǿǎ 

media companies in Sweden and Norway were accused of antisemitism after calling Israel 

an apartheid state for not vaccinating the Palestinian population in the West Bank/Judea 

& Samaria and Gaza. 
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Conclusion 

Despite the lack of exact figures, it can be assumed that the situation in Scandinavia 

during 2020 has not changed dramatically compared to the last couple of years. The two 

main acute threats are still seen as: (1) The extreme right/Neo-Nazi movement, especially 

the NRM with their increasingly synchronized actions, and (2) The growing number of 

ideologically motivated Islamists active in several cities throughout the region. The anti-

Israel bias in the media and in some political circles is disturbing to many local Jews, not 

least on a psychological level.  In Sweden and Norway there still seems to be an 

uncertainty in the Jewish Communities as to the sincerity of the intention of the 

government and authorities to combat root causes for antisemitism. Also, the hopes are 

that the Corona crisis will not negatively affect the levels of antisemitism.  
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South Asia / Navras J. Aafreedi  

There are a couple of cases from India and Pakistan during the last year that could be seen 
as relevant to our study of antisemitism. 133 One is the bomb blast outside the embassy of 
Israel in New Delhi, India on January 29, 2021, clearly an anti-Zionist attack. The attack 
was one of a series of attacks against Israeli targets across the world allegedly perpetrated 
by Iran in the wake of the assassination of its nuclear scientist in November 2020 for which 
Iran blames Israel. Jaish ul-Hind, a terrorist organization believed to be affiliated with Iran, 
has taken responsibility for the attack.134 A one-and-a-half-page letter found at the site 
mentioned the late Iranian IRGC Quds force commander Qaseem Soleimani and the late 
Iranian nuclear scientist Mohsen Fakhrizadeh as martyrs and claimed that the attack 
which did not injure anyone was just the trailer. It has also been said that it should not be 
seen as merely a coincidence that the attack took place on the 29th anniversary of formal 
diplomatic relations between India and Israel, as Iran realizes the significance of the India-
Israel-US triangle and is determined to sabotage it. This attack was preceded by one in 
нлмн ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀƴ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀǘΩǎ ŎŀǊ ǿŀǎ ŜȄǇƭƻŘŜŘ ƛƴ bŜǿ 5ŜƭƘƛΣ ǎŜǾŜǊŜƭȅ ǿƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ his 
wife traveling in it then. 

The other is the acquittal of four men accused of the murder of US journalist Daniel Pearl, 

son of Israeli Jewish parents, in 2002 by the Supreme Court of Pakistan on January 28, 

2021, upholding the verdict given by the Sindh High Court in April 2020. They were 

acquitted because the prosecution's case was found to be deeply flawed. Police and 

prosecutors have tried to gloss over what is widely acknowledged, that the main 

defendant Omar Saeed Sheikh, a British Muslim citizen of Pakistani descent, surrendered 

ǘƻ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴŎŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀǊǊŜǎǘŜŘ ŀ ǿŜŜƪ 

later, wandering around Karachi airport. It is also suspected that the Pakistani authorities 

have deliberately discounted evidence suggesting that Sheikh himself carried out the 

murder physically.135 Husain Haqqani, director for South and Central Asia at the Hudson 

Institute and PakistaƴΩǎ ŀƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ ŦǊƻƳ нллу ǘƻ нлммΣ ƛƴ ŀƴ ƻǇ-ed he 

published in the Wall Street Journal, whose South Asia Bureau Chief was Daniel Pearl, 

draws our attention to the fact that Sheikh had declared soon after his conviction in 2013 

how he did not expŜŎǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŜȄŜŎǳǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ άƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ŘŜŎƛǎƛǾŜ ǿŀǊ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ LǎƭŀƳ ŀƴŘ Kafirs 

όƛƴŦƛŘŜƭǎύΦ !ƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛǎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭƭȅ ǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƛŘŜ ƘŜ ƛǎΦέ Lƴ ǘƘƛǎΣ Iŀǉǉŀƴƛ 

ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎΣ {ƘŜƛƪƘ ŀǎǎŜǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜ ƛƴ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴ 

                                                      
133 The author, Dr. Navras J. Aafreedi is Assistant Professor, Department of History, Presidency 

University, Kolkata, India; Research Fellow, Institute for the Study of Global Antisemitism and Policy 

(ISGAP), New York; and co-editor of Conceptualizing Mass Violence (London and New York: Routledge, 

2021). For more: https://linktr.ee/njaafreedi.  

134 Jerusalem Post Staff, ñTerror group claims responsibility for attack on Israeli embassy in Indiaò, 

Jerusalem Post, January 31, 2021. Accessed on February 28, 2021 at https://www.jpost.com/israel-

news/explosion-reported-near-israeli-embassy-in-new-delhi-india-report-657167 

135 Shaham, Udi, ñNew Delhi explosion ï why specifically India?ò, Jerusalem Post, January 31, 2021. 

Accessed on February 28, 2021: https://www.jpost.com/international/new-delhi-explosion-why-

specifically-india-657360?fbclid=IwAR39jSjwneK-TpV_JpFpHInDKkDENygwt4W3-y8kas%E2%80%A6 

https://linktr.ee/njaafreedi
https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/explosion-reported-near-israeli-embassy-in-new-delhi-india-report-657167
https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/explosion-reported-near-israeli-embassy-in-new-delhi-india-report-657167
https://www.jpost.com/international/new-delhi-explosion-why-specifically-india-657360?fbclid=IwAR39jSjwneK-TpV_JpFpHInDKkDENygwt4W3-y8kas%E2%80%A6
https://www.jpost.com/international/new-delhi-explosion-why-specifically-india-657360?fbclid=IwAR39jSjwneK-TpV_JpFpHInDKkDENygwt4W3-y8kas%E2%80%A6
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would eventually side with him, a true-ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǳƴōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊǎΦέ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ 

ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŀǎ ŀ ǾƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ƘŜƛƪƘΩǎ 

bravado.136 

  

                                                      
136 Kermani, Secunder, ñDaniel Pearl: Pakistan court acquits men accused of murderò, BBC News, 

January 28, 2021. Accessed on February 26, 2021 at https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-55735869  

136 Haqqani, Husain, ñAcquitting Daniel Pearlôs Killer Is Part of Pakistanôs Dance With Jihadismò, Wall 

Street Journal, January 28, 2021. Accessed on February 26, 2021 at 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/acquitting-daniel-pearls-killer-is-part-of-pakistans-dance-with-jihadism-

11611875865 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-55735869
https://www.wsj.com/articles/acquitting-daniel-pearls-killer-is-part-of-pakistans-dance-with-jihadism-11611875865
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Australia / Julie Nathan  

ECAJ Report on Antisemitism in Australia 2020 137 

Two articles are provided for the Kantor Centre Report which show antisemitic incidents 

and antisemitic discourse in Australia in 2020. The first is an article, in full, which 

summarises the antisemitic incidents recorded in the ECAJ Report on Antisemitism in 

Australia 2020. The second is composed of extracts of an article which shows some of the 

antisemitic online discourse by Australians in 2020 ς in this case, related to responses to 

the BLM movement. 

1. Anti-Jewish incidents in Australia in 2020 continue to cause concern 138 

Australia is generally considered a relatively safe and free environment for its Jewish 

population. Despite this, antisemitism persists, with many incidents of attacks and threats 

against Jews. This situation is one that many Australians are often unaware of. Each year, 

the Executive Council of Australian Jewry (ECAJ), the peak national body representing 

!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ WŜǿƛǎƘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǎ ŀ wŜǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ !ƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛǎƳ ƛƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΦ  

A major section of the report is dedicated to antisemitic incidents. These include physical 

assault, verbal abuse, vandalism, graffiti, and threats via email, postal mail, telephone, 

and leaflets/posters. In contrast to other organizations which produce reports for other 

targeted communities in Australia, the ECAJ does NOT include as incidents expressions of 

hate that are online. 

During the 12 months up to 30 September 2020, there were 331 antisemitic incidents 

logged by the ECAJ. Although this was an overall decrease of 10% from the previous 12-

month period which had 368 incidents, there was a marked increase in the number of the 

most serious categories of incidents with a doubling in the number of reported incidents 

of physical assault from 4 to 8 and a 12% increase in direct verbal abuse, harassment and 

intimidation from 114 to 128; while there were decreases in the number of incidents of 

vandalism and in graffiti.  

The increase in the number of more serious incidents is especially concerning in light of 

the fact that synagogues and other Jewish community facilities were closed for varying 

periods from March 2020 onwards due to the COVID-19 pandemic, and there were thus 

                                                      

137 The ECAJ Report on Antisemitism in Australia 2020 is available at  

https://www.ecaj.org.au/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/ECAJ-Antisemitism-Report-2020.pdf  

138 Julie Nathan. 2021. óAnti-Jewish incidents in Australia in 2020 continue to cause concernô  

https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/anti-jewish-incidents-in-australia-in-2020-continue-to-cause-concern/ 

https://www.ecaj.org.au/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/ECAJ-Antisemitism-Report-2020.pdf
https://www.ecaj.org.au/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/ECAJ-Antisemitism-Report-2020.pdf
https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/anti-jewish-incidents-in-australia-in-2020-continue-to-cause-concern/
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fewer opportunities for antisemites to abuse, harass and intimidate Jews in the vicinity of 

those facilities as they have done in the past. 

In order to show what antisemitism looks like, instead of publishing publicly numbers and 

statistics, the following is a compilation of some of the antisemitic incidents that occurred 

in the 12 months up to 30 September 2020 in Australia. 

Incidents of physical assault occurred but mostly without causing serious injury. Examples 

include: physical assault of a young Jewish man on the way home from synagogue; 

physical assault and verbal abuse of a Jewish school student wearing a uniform from a 

Jewish school by five teenage males on a bus, who harassed the student, calling him 

names, and referred negatively to him as Jewish and slapped him on the head; assault of 

a Jewish student, in Year 8, who had been subjected to antisemitic bullying for months at 

school, when two bullies smacked him multiple times on the head. Another incident 

occurred when a Jewish family had an object thrown at them and was verbally abused 

ǿƛǘƘ άFuck off Jewsέ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀ WŜǿƛǎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΤ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻŎŎǳǇŀƴǘǎ ƻŦ ŀ Ǿŀƴ ǘƘǊŜǿ 

eggs at two Jews near a synagogue. 

Verbal abuse, harassment and intimidation of Jews is the category which usually has the 

highest number of incidents each year. The main verbal expressions referenced Hitler and 

Nazism, and also threats of violence, while bodily expressions commonly were composed 

of Nazi salutes and shooting gestures towards Jews. Many incidents were perpetrated by 

people in cars driving past synagogues and Jewish schools. 

Some of the verbal abuse used against individual Jews and Jewish families include being 

shouted at with expressions of ά¸ƻǳ WŜǿƛǎƘ ǎŎǳƳΗ WŜǿƛǎƘ ŎǳƴǘΗέΤ άCǳŎƪƛƴƎ WŜǿǎΗ CǳŎƪƛƴƎ 

ŎǳƴǘǎΗέΤ άCǳŎƪƛƴƎ WŜǿǎΗέ towards children at a Jewish school; άLΩƳ Ǝƻƴƴŀ ǎƳŀǎƘ ȅƻǳǊ 

ŦǳŎƪƛƴƎ ŦŀŎŜǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳ WŜǿ ŘƻƎǎΗέ There was harassment in the workplace of a Jewish man 

whose wife was pregnant when he was told by a colleague: ά!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŦǳŎƪƛƴƎ WŜǿ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ 

into the ǿƻǊƭŘέ and harassment of a Jewish family by placing a piece of pork rind at the 

front door to their home. 

A male in a passing vehicle yelled άYƛƪŜǎΗ ¸ƻǳ ŦǳŎƪƛƴƎ WŜǿƛǎƘ ŎǳƴǘǎΗέ and made a Nazi 

salute towards a Jewish man and his family; a male gave a Nazi salute and shouted άCǳŎƪ 

ȅƻǳΗ IŜƛƭ IƛǘƭŜǊΗέ to people outside a Jewish community organization facility; another 

male verbally abused three school-aged Jewish boys, yelling άIŜƛƭ IƛǘƭŜǊΗέ and giving a 

Nazi salute. The driver of a vehicle jumped out of his car and yelled at a Jewish man: άbƻǘ 

ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ōǳǊƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜƴΗέ; another driver yelled out his 

window to a rabbi ά5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ǿƘŀǘ IƛǘƭŜǊ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘΚέ; and a 

public servant at work said: άIƛǘƭŜǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘΩǾŜ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎέ in front of colleagues. 

Physical threats against Jews included: άL Ŏŀƴ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǊǘȅ ōƻȅǎ ŀƴŘ ōƻƳō ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ ǎȅƴŀƎƻƎǳŜΗέ; male passenger of a passing vehicle made a gun gesture with his hand 
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and mimicked shooting at people outside a synagogue; driver of a passing vehicle made 

a gun gesture towards people outside a synagogue; male passenger of a passing vehicle 

made a gun gesture mimicking shooting a rifle towards people outside a Jewish school; 

female and male approached a synagogue, then made punching gestures and gestures 

imitating discharging a firearm, and the female was verbally abusive and yelled άIƛǘƭŜǊέΤ 

ŀ ƳŀƭŜ ǎŀƛŘ άCǳŎƪƛƴƎ WŜǿΗέΣ gestured a slashing of the neck then said άYƛƭƭ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎέ; a 

male on a tram shouted ά¸ƻǳ ŦǳŎƪƛƴƎ WŜǿǎΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǝŀǎ ȅƻǳΗέΤ a death threat to 

conduct a shooting at a synagogue in Sydney was posted on an anonymous, alternate 

platform; another death threat to conduct a mass shooting on 28 April 2020 at 

synagogues in Sydney was sent to three rabbis. 

Vandalism often consisted of etching swastikas into property belonging to Jews, like cars, 

homes and businesses. Incidents included: two swastikas scratched into the bonnet of a 

car; swastika etched in concrete at the entrance of a newly built apartment block in an 

area where many Jews live; spray-painting of swastikas on Cranbourne Golf Club, a club 

set up in 1951 by Jews in response to other golf clubs not admitting Jews as members. 

One incident involved a young female who approached a synagogue and began verbally 

abusing a Jew saying άL ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōƭƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǳǇέ and άǎǘǳǇƛŘ WŜǿǎέΣ she then began 

throwing rocks and kicking windows, breaking four windows at the entrance, she then 

spat at other Jews there and threatened them with a stick, saying she was there άōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 

L ƘŀǘŜ ŦǳŎƪƛƴƎ WŜǿǎέΦ 

Graffiti often takes the form of swastikas at or near Jewish communal facilities or in areas 

where Jews live. More disturbing was that the graffiti often called for the murder of Jews: 

άYL[[ ![[ W9²{έ with swastikas and Nazi SS lightning bolts on a bus which transports 

students from a Jewish school; another άYƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎέ with swastikas on a school bus; άYƛƭƭ 

ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎέ on a bus; άYƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎέ on a wooden bench in a park; and άYƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎέ on a 

bird mural in a park. Other incidents include graffiti with the words and symbols: άCǳŎƪ 

WŜǿǎέ and a swastika on a synagogue; άWŜǿǎέΣ a swastika, and Star of David; άIƛǘƭŜǊ ǎǘƛƭƭ 

ƭƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎέ and a swastika; άпǘƘ wŜƛŎƘέ along with a Star of David; ά¢ƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ ǾƛǊǳǎ 

ƛǎ ƎƭƻōŀƭƛǎƳέ next to a Jewish Star of David; ά{ǘƻǇ 5ŀƴ !ƴŘǊŜǿǎέ (Premier of Victoria) with 

ŀ {ǘŀǊ ƻŦ 5ŀǾƛŘ ŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ΨŀΩ ƛƴ Ψ5ŀƴΩ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎǿŀǎǘƛƪŀ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ΨǎΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ǎǳǊƴŀƳŜ Ψ!ƴŘǊŜǿǎΩΤ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǎǿŀǎǘƛƪŀǎ ǇŀƛƴǘŜŘ ƻƴ ŦƻƻǘǇŀǘƘǎ ƛƴ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ WŜǿǎ ƭƛǾŜΦ 

Emails can provide more detailed information on how others view Jews. Hate emails are 

sent to individuals, to Jewish organizations and to Jewish community media. Many 

contained antisemitic conspiracy theories, while some advocated violence and genocide 

against Jews. Extracts of some of the emails include: ά.¦wb /h²!w5 W9²{έΤ άDŀǎ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎέΤ ά¢ƘŜ DƻƛΩǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳέΤ άWŜǿǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŜȄǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘŜŘΦ ƻƴƭȅ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǎƳ 

ǿƛƭƭ ǎŀǾŜ ǳǎέΤ ά!ŘƻƭŦŜ IƛǘƭŜǊέΣ with the email address άōǳǊƴǘƘŜƧŜǿǎέΤ ά¸ƻǳ ŦƛƭǘƘȅ ōŀǎǘŀǊŘǎΦ 

¢ƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ ƘƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΧ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻrner. every race on the 
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planet except yours will celebrate at the new found freedom from jewish zionist 

ƻǇǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴέΤ άhƘ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎ ŀǊŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǎŎŀǊŜŘΦ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ {ƻŎƛŀƭƛǎƳ ƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǎŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŘŀȅΦ 

And rightly so. You evil Jews will face your real Holocaust. Your lies and raping of the world 

ƛǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŜƴŘΦ aŀȅ ȅƻǳǊ DƻŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŜǊŎȅ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƻǳƭƭŜǎǎ ōƻŘƛŜǎέΦ  

A series of private messages included: άIƛǘƭŜǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƎŀǎǎŜŘ ȅƻǳ Jewish scum. You 

cursed jew. Your race is hated killed and hung. You probably rape little boys rabbi. Your 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Ǝƻǘ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ƻŦŦ ŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǇƛŜŎŜǎ ƻŦ ƎŀǊōŀƎŜΦ ¸ƻǳǊ ǊŀŎŜ LΩŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƘŀǘŜŘ Ǝƻ ƘƻƳŜΦ 

Your a Jewish piece of shit should have been gassed. Fuck ƻŦŦ ƧŜǿ ōƻȅέΦ Other emails 

include: άƧŜǿǎ Ǌ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿǿƻǊƭŘ ǿŀǊǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛƴƎ ōƻǘƘ ǎƛŘŜǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƎŜǘ 

ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŀ ƧŜǿ ŀƴŘ ŀ ōŀƎ ƻŦ ƎƻƭŘέΤ άL ƘƻǇŜ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƻƻƴ ōŜ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ {ŎǳƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

earth as many aussies have had a gutful of the JEWS and ¢I9Lw [L9{Χ  the International 

W9² ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ CƻǊŜƳƻǎǘ tǊƻōƭŜƳΧ  no wonder the world hates jews, and little wonder 

they have been kicked out of every country they have ever lived, they are evil they are 

ŘƛǎƎǳǎǘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ǳƴǘŜǊƳŜƴǎŎƘέΤ and multiple emails about ά¢ƘŜ CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ 

/ƻƭƭŀǇǎŜ ƻŦ WǳŘŀƛǎƳέΦ A cardiologist emailed his sister, a landlord, to tell her Jewish 

tenants to άǘŜƭƭ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ǇŀŎƪ Ƙƛǎ ƧŜǿ ōŀƎǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǳŎƪ ƻŦŦέΦ  

Postal mail, delivered to, or placed in the letterboxes of, the homes and businesses of 

Jews was another means to express hatred and intimidate Jews. Examples include mail 

composed of: words άWŜǿƛǎƘ .ŀǎǘŀǊŘǎέΤ ά!ŎƘǘǳƴƎ ¸ƻƻŘŀέ (Attention/warning Jew); a CD 

with the words ά¢I9 !w¸!b{έ and two swastikas, and a note ά¢ƘŜ LƴŜǾƛǘŀōƭŜ 

ExteǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ά{ŜŎǊŜǘέ aŀǎǘŜǊ tƭŀƴέ; another mail had ά5ŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

WŜǿǎ {ŜŎǊŜǘ ƳŀǎǘŜǊ tƭŀƴέΤ άCǳŎƪ ȅƻǳ W9² ±Lwh{ ƛǎ ȅƻƻǊ C!¦[¢Φ 5L9έΤ άȅƻǳ WŜǿǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ 

ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘέΤ ά!ƭƭ WŜǿǎ ŀǊŜ 5ƻƭŜ .ƭǳŘƎŜǊǎΦ !ƭƭ WŜǿǎ Ǝƻ ǘƻ IŜƭƭ-Fire when they 

ŘƛŜΗ WŜǿǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŦŜǊƛƻǊέΤ and άWŜǿǎ ŀǊŜ ǘǊŀƛǘƻǊǎΦ WŜǿǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻǿŀǊŘǎΦ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǿƘȅ ŀƭƭ WŜǿǎ Ǝƻ ǘƻ 

I9[[ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ 5L9ΗΗέ 

Telephone, both calls and texts, are another means to convey threats against Jews, 

usually Jewish community facilities. Some of these included the words: άLΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŜƴǊƻƭ 

Ƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘΦ aȅ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ !ŘƻƭŦ IƛǘƭŜǊέΤ άwǳƴ WŜǿǎΣ Ǌǳƴ WŜǿǎΦ IƛǘƭŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳέΤ άIƻǿ 

Ƴŀƴȅ WŜǿǎ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƪŜŜǇ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ Ǝŀǎ ŎƘŀƳōŜǊΚέΤ άL ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ ¢ƻǊŀƘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǇŜ ƛǘ ƻƴ 

Ƴȅ ŀǊǎŜέΤ ά²ŀǘŎƘ ȅƻǳǊ ōŀŎƪ ȅƻǳ ŘƛǊǘȅ ŘƻƎέΤ άŦǳŎƪing Jews who have fucked the World. 

IŀǾŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ Ǝŀǎ ŎƘŀƳōŜǊ ŘŀȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ƘƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘέΤ άIŜƭƭƻΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ώΧϐΦ 5ƻ ȅƻǳ 

ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŜȄŜŎǳǘŜ ǎƻƳŜ WŜǿǎΚέΤ άȅƻǳǊ ŀ ŘƻƎ ŦǳŎƪ ƻŦŦ ƻǳǘ ƧŜǿ Ŏǳƴǘ ǿŜ ǿƭƭ ōǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ Řƻǿƴ 

ƧŜǿ ŘƻƎ ƭƻǿ ƭƛŦŜέΤ άŦǳŎƪ ƻŦŦ ǿŜ Řƻƴǘ ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƎ Ŏǳƴǘ ŜǳŎƪ ƻŦŦ ƭŀǎǘ ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŘƻƎ ƧŜǿέΤ 

άŘƛŜ WŜǿέ and άƎƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǝŀǎ ŎƘŀƳōŜǊǎ ŀǘ !ǳǎŎƘǿƛǘȊέΦ  

The eighth, and final, category of incidents is posters, stickers, placards and the like. 

Examples include: a note with ά5ŜǳǎŎƘƭŀƴŘ όǎƛŎύ ǳōŜǊ W¦59bέ (Germany over Jews) and a 

drawing of a crossed-out Star of David; placard at an anti-5G protest composed of the 

WŜǿƛǎƘ {ǘŀǊ ƻŦ 5ŀǾƛŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ ΨрDΩ ƛƴ ǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƛǇǇƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ōƭƻƻŘ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǊ ƻŦ 
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David; a poster titled άtǊƻǘƻŎƻƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀǊƴŜŘ 9ƭŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ½ƛƻƴ ς ŀ {ǳƳƳŀǊȅέ with 24 dot 

points; a Nazi poster with the text of άCƛƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ 9ǳǊƻǇŜέ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ bŀȊƛ 5ŜŀǘƘΩǎ IŜŀŘ 

(Totenkopf) symbol, the neo-Nazi Celtic Cross (Sun Cross), and a neo-Nazi shield; and Neo-

Nazi stickers by National Socialist Network including άWhite Revolution is the only 

ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴέΣ ά!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ²ƘƛǘŜ aŀƴέΣ ά!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ CŀǎŎƛǎǘ !Ŏǘƛƻƴέ and of the NSN 

emblem placed around the streets including at synagogues. 

A placard handwritten in red marker and placed near a Jewish facility read: ά¢ƘŜ 

Plandemic is created by the Jews, the one who CONTROL THE WORLD. Globalist of the 

ǿƻǊƭŘ ƻƴŜ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ WŜǿǎ ϧ Χ ²9 ƪƴƻǿ WŜǿǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ {!¢!bΦ W9²{ !w9 

THE PROBLEMS OF THE WORLD, they are liars, deceivers & so on. We were involved in all 

wars, becŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ W9²Ω{Φ bƻǿ ǘƘŜ WŜǿΩǎ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ²IL¢9 D9bh/L59Φ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎ ǎǳŎŎŜŜŘ 

on white genocide = meaning that will be the END Black, Red & Yellow. The JEWS mainly 

the globalist elite of the world to get rid off 5 billions people ς worldwide. Now the 

Coronavirus is a HOAX to control every-ƻƴŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘΣ Χ ŦƻǊŎŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ 

vaccinate with covid-мф ŜǾƛƭ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜǎ ϧ ƪƛƭƭ ȅƻǳ Χ Lǘǎ ǘƻ ŘŜƘǳƳŀƴƛǎŜ ȅƻǳΗ Χ ¢I9 

t[!b59aL/ Χ WŜǿǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŜȄǇŜƭƭŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ммл ǘƛƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǾŜǊ фл ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΦέ 

What may begin as graffiti and verbal abuse and other expressions of harassment and 

intimidation, if left unchecked, can escalate into something much more insidious and 

violent. No minority community should have to face hatred and attacks on their own. It is 

important for people not to be bystanders, but to be upstanders ς to stand against 

ŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǊŀŎƛǎƳΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ƛƴŎǳƳōŜƴǘ ǳǇƻƴ ŀ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 

legislators to not only condemn antisemitism but to ensure effective laws are in place to 

counter attacks on Jews and to deal with those people advocating violence against Jews. 

As Audrey Azoulay, UNESCO Director-DŜƴŜǊŀƭΣ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ƻƴ мф hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлмфΥ ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ 

passed the point where antisemitic incidents can be perceived as isolated echoes of the 

past. Antisemitism strikes and kills again. It is a rising form of violent extremism, which 

requires a firm response by all Member States to protect Jewish communities and 

ǎŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎΦέ 

2. 'Why ethno-ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƘŜŜǊƛƴƎ ƻƴ .[aΩ 139 

Χ Euro-ethno-nationalists view European western society as being racially impure and 

sexually degenerate, a civilization in its last throes. They compare it to the Weimar 

Republic in the 1920s, the heyday of sexual freedom and artistic expression, but more 

importantly the precursor to the Third Reich in 1933. Now that it is 2020, many believe 

                                                      
139 Julie Nathan. 2020. 'Why ethno-nationalists are cheering on BLMô  

https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/why-ethno-nationalists-are-cheering-on-blm/  

https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/why-ethno-nationalists-are-cheering-on-blm/
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ǿŜ ŀǊŜ Ψƛƴ ²ŜƛƳŀǊΩΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ CƻǳǊǘƘ wŜƛŎƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ǳǎƘŜǊ ƛƴ Ψŀƴ 

ƛŘȅƭƭƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǇǳǊŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩ ƛƴ bƻǊǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΣ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ ŀƴŘ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭŀǎƛŀΦ 

Many saw Covid-19 as the catalyst to White-Revolution, especially the ease with which it 

was racialized and blamed on the Chinese and the JewsΦ Χ 

Of far more importance and gravity, what are Euro-ethno-nationalists and other right-

wing extremists thinking, planning, doing?  

Their postings fall into three broad categories ς Jews as the orchestrators of BLM, African 

Americans as inherently violent, and the opportunities for the ethno-nationalist 

movement. The following content is composed predominantly of direct quotes, as an 

effective method to convey the accuracy and tone of their views, in order to be better 

informed about the threat from Euro-ethno-nationalists and other right-wing extremists. 

Jews ς portrayed as the orchestrators of BLM violence 

In response to the re-activated BLM movement, many right-wing extremists are 

promoting conspiracy theories about who is behind BLM and the outbreak of violence. 

Predictably, the number one target is that perennial scapegoat ς άǘƘŜ WŜǿǎέΦ ²Ƙƛƭǎǘ Ƴƻǎǘ 

right-wing extremists blamed Jews, a few sought another culprit ς the government. Many 

openly referred to Jews, while some used triple parentheses, the (((echo))) symbol, 

around words as a code to indicate that they were referring to Jews. 

9ȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ōȅ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ōƭŀƳŜŘ άǘƘŜ WŜǿǎέ ŦƻǊ .[a ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΥ ά.ƭŀŎƪ [ƛŜǎ aŀǘǘŜǊ 

is just anotheǊ WŜǿƛǎƘ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴέΤ ά²Ŝƭƭ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƧŜǿƛǎƘ ŀƴǘƛŦŀ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜǊǎ ǿƘƻƳ ŀǊŜ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ 

the protestors $200 bucks per day and busing them in from out of town to smash up the 

ŎƛǘƛŜǎέΤ άWŜǿǎ ŀǊŜ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ƛǘΣ ǘƻ ŘƛǾƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛǘŜǎΣ ƪƛŎƪ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ǿƛƭl 

ǎǘƻǇέΤ ά.ǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ [h² Lv Dƭƻōŀƭ /ƻƳƳƛŜǎΣ ƭŜŀŘ ōȅ ƧŜǿǎΣ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ Dƭƻōŀƭƛǎǘǎ ƭƛƪŜ {hwh{Σ 

ǇŀȅƛƴƎ ōƭŀŎƪǎ ǘƻ ǊƛƻǘέΤ ŀƴŘ άYƛƪŜǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǊƛƭŜ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ƴƻƎǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ²ƘƛǘƛŜΦέ 

Lƴ ŀ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǾŜƛƴΣ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǿǊƻǘŜΥ άŘƛǎƎǳǎǘƛƴƎ ŦƛƭǘƘȅ #jews who incite riots and encourage 

ōƭŀŎƪǎ ǘƻ ƭƻƻǘ ŀƴŘ ōǳǊƴΧ  ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎǘƛƴƪƛƴƎ όόόŎƻŎƪǊƻŀŎƘŜǎύύύ Χ ƎŜǘ ǊƛŘ ƻŦ ƧŜǿǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ 

ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊΧέΤ άIŜōǊŜǿ ƘƻǳƴŘǎ ǊƛǇǇƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ²ƘƛǘŜȅΩǎ ǘƘǊƻŀǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƭƻƻǘ ŀƴŘ 

ōǳǊƴ ŎƛǘƛŜǎέΤ άȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŀŘƳƛǘ ǘƘŜ ƧŜǿǎ ΨǊŀŎƛǎƳΩ ǎŎƘŜƳŜ ƛǎ ōǊƛƭƭƛŀƴǘΦ ǘƘŜȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿƘƛǇ ǳǇ 

ŀƴƎǊȅ Ƴƻōǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

ƧŜǿǎ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎέΤ ŀƴŘ ά¢ƘŜǎŜ #GeorgeFloyd functionally #Jewish ŘƛƴŘǳ ǊƛƻǘǎΧ #America is 

ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ŧŀǎǘ ǘǊŀŎƪ ǘƻ IŜōǊŜǿ ƘŜƭƭΗέ 

There were those who focused on the BLM movement as being part of a broader strategy 

ōȅ άǘƘŜ WŜǿǎέ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳƛǘ ǊŀŎŜ ǿŀǊ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƴƻŎƛŘŜΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǎΥ ά¢ƘŜ [ŜǾŀƴǘƛƴŜ 

money changers have managed to orchestrate a worldwide racial holy war against whites. 

²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ оΚ ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴ ƛǘ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿέΤ ά{ƻΣ Ƙƻǿ ƛǎ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ Ŝnjoying the jewish genocidal 

war against whites and Western civilisation? Are we having fun yet? Are you looking 

https://www.abc.net.au/religion/coronavirus-and-ethno-nationalism/12312546
https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/covid-19-and-the-plague-of-online-antisemitism/
https://gab.com/tags/jews
https://gab.com/tags/georgefloyd
https://gab.com/tags/jewish
https://gab.com/tags/america
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forward to a stunning and brave future of (((equality, tolerance and inclusion))) without 

ǿƘƛǘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΚέΤ άόόό¢ƘŜȅύύύ ǿŀƴǘ ŀ wŀŎŜ ²ŀǊΦ όόό¢ƘŜȅύ)) know exactly what they are doing. 

Χ όόό¢ƘŜȅύύύ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿ Lv ƴƎƎŜǊ ƛǎ Ǝƻƴƴŀ ŀŎǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƘƛǘέΤ ά¢ƘŜȅ ώWŜǿǎϐ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ 

ƛƴŎƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǘŜ ǿƘƛǘŜȅέΤ άLǎ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƘŜƎŜƳƻƴƛŎ ƧŜǿƛǎƘ 

ǘȅǊŀƴƴȅΚέΤ ŀƴŘ ά¢ƘŜ ƪƛƪŜǎ ŀǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƛǘŎƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ Ƙƻǘ ǊŀŎŜ ǿŀǊΦέ 

hǘƘŜǊǎ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜ WŜǿǎέ ǳǎŜŘ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ŜƴŘǎΥ ά{ǘƻǇ ōƭŀƳƛƴƎ 

ōƭŀŎƪǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ !b¢LC! Χ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ƛŘƛƻǘǎ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ 

dealt with once we have won back our liberty and self-determination. The true enemy is 

the globalist Jewish ruling class, the corporate media they own, and the politicians they 

ōǳȅέ ŀƴŘ ά²ƘŜƴ WŜǿǎ ƭƻǎŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ ǳƴƭŜŀǎƘ ƭƻƻǘƛƴƎΣ ǊŀǇƛƴƎΣ ŘƛǎƎǳǎǘƛƴƎ ƭƻǿ Lv ōƭŀŎƪǎΦ 

This is a tactic dirty Jews have used for hundreds of ȅŜŀǊǎΦέ 

hƴŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛŎ ŎƻƴǎǇƛǊŀŎȅ ǘƘŜƻǊƛŜǎΥ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿƛŘŜ 

ShitShow over the last six months or so, has been aided, abetted, orchestrated and 

ŦǳƴŘŜŘΣ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ /ƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Ƨϵ˖Ϸ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŘƛŀ ǘƻ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ όόόǘƘŜƛr)) 

Ƨϵ˖ ²ƻǊƭŘ hǊŘŜǊ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŎƘŀƻǎ ŀƎŜƴŘŀΦ [ƻǿ Lv bƛƎƎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ōǊŀƛƴ ŘŜŀŘ ƭƛōŜǊŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƻƻ 

ŘǳƳōΣ ŘǳǇŜŘΣ ŘŜƭǳǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƳŜǊŜ ǘƻƻƭǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎƛŎƪΣ ǎŀǘŀƴƛŎ ōŀōȅ 

ƳǳǊŘŜǊƛƴƎ Ƨϵ˖ϷΧ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƴŜȄǘ ƻƴ όόόǘƘŜƛǊύύύ ǘǿƛǎǘŜŘ ǘŀƭƳǳŘƛŎ 

ǇƭŀȅōƻƻƪΧέ !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿŜƴǘ ǎƻ ŦŀǊ ŀǎ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ƭȅƴŎƘƛƴƎΥ ά¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 

in #America that deserve to be lynched in the streets are #Jews and Shabbos Goy #Zionist 

ŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭǎΦέ 

A minority preferred to place the blame on the government for orchestrating the riots, as 

a means to divert attention from the restrictions imposed to stop the spread of Covid-19, 

ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōƭŀƳŜ ƻƴ WŜǿǎΦ Χ 

Euro-ethno-nationalists ς their own portrayals  

Many stated how they saw it ς that this is a war being waged against ethnic Europeans: 

ά¢ƘŜ ƧŜǿƛǎƘ Ƴŀǎǎ ƳŜŘƛŀ ǿŀƴǘǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ Ǌƛƻǘǎ ŀǎ άǇǊƻǘŜǎǘǎέ ŦƻǊ άǊŀŎƛŀƭ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜΣέ ōǳǘ 

what we are seeing is really an anti-²ƘƛǘŜ ƛƴǎǳǊƎŜƴŎȅέ Χ 

Others used images to show what happens when ethnic Europeans organise, and to 

ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜ ΨōƭŀŎƪΩ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ΨǿƘƛǘŜΩ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΦ LƳŀƎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ƻŦ Ƴŀǎǎ ǇŀǊŀŘŜǎ ƻŦ 

Nazi DŜǊƳŀƴ ǘǊƻƻǇǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇǘƛƻƴ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ŀ ǿƘƛǘŜ ŎƘƛƳǇƻǳǘ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜέΣ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

ǘŜǊƳ άŎƘƛƳǇƻǳǘέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ǳǎŜŘ ǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ōȅ ŜǘƘƴƛŎ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴǎΦ !ƴ 

image of a pair of photos, one of a group of African Americans rioting, jumping on burnt-

ƻǳǘ ŎŀǊǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇǘƛƻƴ ά.ƭŀŎƪ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ƎŜǘ ǇǳǎƘŜŘ ǘƻƻ ŦŀǊέΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ 

ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ŀ bŀȊƛ DŜǊƳŀƴ ǇŀǊŀŘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇǘƛƻƴ ά²ƘƛǘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ƎŜǘ ǇǳǎƘŜŘ ǘƻƻ 

ŦŀǊέΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǾŜȅŜŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǘƘƴƛŎ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴǎ Ƴŀȅ Ǌƛƻǘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅ ǎǳōǳrbs, 

but ethnic Europeans will politically organise a whole country into a military power in 

order to destroy their enemy. 

https://gab.com/tags/america
https://gab.com/tags/jews
https://gab.com/tags/zionist
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hƴŜ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ Ƙƻǿ ƘŜ ǎŀǿ ƛǘΥ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ²ƘƛǘŜǎΥ 

Guns and ammunition are a part of White cultureΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƳōŜŘŘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǳǊ 5b!Φ ²ƘƛǘŜǎ 

also know how to organize ςς LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎŀǳǎŜ ƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŀŎŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǇƛǎǎƛƴƎ 

us the fuck off. And this is one of the many reasons why National Socialism is rising all 

ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ {ƛŜƎ IŜƛƭΦέ Χ 

Austria / Florian Zeller 

Antisemitism in Austria during the Covid-19 crisis 

As the Kantor Center already reported in the past year, we saw antisemitism rise in the 
context of the Corona Crisis worldwide. The antisemitic narratives and stereotypes 
connected to diseases and pandemics aren't a new phenomenon, as Dina Porat argued 
ǎƻ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǾƛǊǳǎ ŀŘŘǎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƭŀȅŜǊ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴέ140 to this 
history of antisemitism.  

In Austria we could observe an increasing number of antisemitic manifestations 
connected to mobilizations against the Covid-19 measures. Here, as in all German-
ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀōŜƭ άvǳŜǊŘŜƴƪŜǊέ 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ άƭŀǘŜǊŀƭ ǘƘƛƴƪŜǊέΦ !ǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŜŀƪΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƳƻōƛƭƛȊŜ about 20.000 
people for their events. In Austria these mobilizations had an antisemitic note from the 
beginning, which became more and more explicit over the past year. Initially giving the 
impression of hosting an obscure mixture of people who believed in esoteric conspiracies 
or denied the existence of the virus, it is clear by now that far-right actors used or 
organized this kind of mobilization to spread their ideology on the fertile ground of 
conspiracy beliefs. Alongside the homophobic141 and (anti-Chinese142) racist143 
articulations, antisemitism seems to be one of the movement's main ideological 
cornerstones. On a symbolic level we could observe people wearing yellow badges or 
ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǎƛƎƴǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ άǾŀŎŎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜϦ144145 όǇŀǊŀǇƘǊŀǎƛƴƎ  άǿƻǊƪ ƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜǎέΣ the 
famous epitaph at the entrance to Auschwitz and other Nazi concentration camps). This 
form of comparison can be understood as a form of secondary Antisemitism146, motivated 
by a deflection of guilt, but might further be understood as a sign of ignoring or ignorance 

                                                      
140https://en-

humanities.tau.ac.il/sites/humanities_en.tau.ac.il/files/media_server/Humanities/PP_DP_260720.pdf  

141https://twitter.com/PresseWien/status/1302228298970337281  

142https://www.derstandard.at/story/2000117882167/gelbe-gefahr-hass-mit-zukunft-und-vergangenheit  

143https://www.derstandard.at/story/2000122530823/rassismus-und-corona-schuld-sind-die-anderen  

144https://presse-service.net/2020/05/14/wien-kundgebung-gegen-die-corona-massnahmen-der-regierung-

14-05-2020/  

145https://burgenland.orf.at/stories/3080236/  

146 Post-Holocaust ñsecondary antisemitismò is not a ñweakerò form of antisemitism but rather a concept 

that points to new origin or source of antisemitic resentment. It is motivated by the wish to repress and split 

off Holocaust remembrance and guilt from the collective memory. In short, Jews are collectively blamed, 

by their very existence, for reminding Germans/Austrians of their nationôs crimes, guilt, and responsibility. 

(Rensmann Lars 2017) 

https://en-humanities.tau.ac.il/sites/humanities_en.tau.ac.il/files/media_server/Humanities/PP_DP_260720.pdf
https://en-humanities.tau.ac.il/sites/humanities_en.tau.ac.il/files/media_server/Humanities/PP_DP_260720.pdf
https://twitter.com/PresseWien/status/1302228298970337281
https://www.derstandard.at/story/2000117882167/gelbe-gefahr-hass-mit-zukunft-und-vergangenheit
https://www.derstandard.at/story/2000122530823/rassismus-und-corona-schuld-sind-die-anderen
https://presse-service.net/2020/05/14/wien-kundgebung-gegen-die-corona-massnahmen-der-regierung-14-05-2020/
https://presse-service.net/2020/05/14/wien-kundgebung-gegen-die-corona-massnahmen-der-regierung-14-05-2020/
https://burgenland.orf.at/stories/3080236/
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of history, leading to comparing Covid-19 measures to national socialism. In addition, we 
observed various antisemitic conspiracy theories blaming Jews for the coronavirus or 
claiming that Jews would profit from the crisis. We even saw Corona protesters wearing 
white overalls and posing in front of Adolf Hitler's birthplace147 - leading to an 
ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ !Ŏǘ όά±ŜǊōƻǘǎƎŜǎŜǘȊέύΦ  

 

Far-right parties also began to frame the corona crisis in a racist, homophobic and 
antisemitic manner.148 In the Viennese election for example, the Freedom Party candidate 
5ƻƳƛƴƛƪ bŜǇǇ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻǊƻƴŀ ŀǎ Ϧ!ǎȅƭŀƴǘŜƴǾƛǊǳǎϦ όά!ǎȅƭǳƳ ǎŜŜƪŜǊ ±ƛǊǳǎέύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
ƴŜǿƭȅ ŦƻǳƴŘŜŘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǇŀǊǘȅ ά¢ŜŀƳ I/έΣ ƭŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ Iŀƴǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ 
Strache, ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛƴŀ YƻƘƭ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ǎƘƻǳǘŜŘ ŀǘ ŀ /ƻǊƻƴŀ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ά{ƻǊƻǎ Ƙŀǎ 
Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ Σ wƻǘƘǎŎƘƛƭŘ Ƙŀǎ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ƎƻΣ wƻŎƪŜŦŜƭƭŜǊ Ƙŀǎ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ƎƻΣ LƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘƛ Ƙŀǎ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ƎƻΗέΦ149  

!ƭǎƻΣ ǿŜ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŎƻƴǎǇƛǊŀŎȅ ƳȅǘƘǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ άbŜǿ ²ƻǊƭŘ hǊŘŜǊέΣ άv!ƴƻƴέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
narrŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ŀ άDǊŜŀǘ wŜǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘέΣ ƳƻŘƛŦƛŜŘ ǘƻ Ŧƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŎƻǊƻƴŀ ŎƻƴǎǇƛǊŀŎȅ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜǎΦ !ǎ 
the year unfolded, we saw Neo-Nazis150 and right extremists151 gaining more influence in 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƻƴŀ ƳƻōƛƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛŎ ŎƻŘŜǎ  ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ άDƭƻōŀƭƛǎǘǎέ152 became 
more blatant, when a protester gave the Nazi salute153 in one of the demonstrations. The 
movement seemed to become more violent when far right hooligans154 started to get 
involved in the protests. In particular, physical and verbal attacks on journalists rose to a 
ƴŜǿ ƭŜǾŜƭ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ !ǳǎǘǊƛŀΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ǎƭƛŘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘŜȄ ƻŦ ǇǊŜǎǎ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ155 - which 
began with pressure on free press under the Peoples party (ÖVP) and the far-right 
Freedom party (FPÖ) coalition. 

Antisemitism in Austria: Reports, Figures and Trends 

¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ άǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ-ōŀǎŜŘ ŘŀǘŀέΣ ƛΦŜΦ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
statistics provided by victim protection organizations, NGOs or the police. A small number 
of NGOs and political organizations collect data on incidents and also monitor 
antisemitism in the media. In addition, police reports and statistics are compiled for the 
annual report of the Federal Office for the Protection of the Constitution 
όά±ŜǊŦŀǎǎǳƴƎǎǎŎƘǳǘȊōŜǊƛŎƘǘέύΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘ ŘŀǘŀΦ hƴŜ 

                                                      
147https://www.kleinezeitung.at/international/corona/5918741/Polizei-ermittelt_CoronaDemonstranten-

posieren-vor-Hitlers-Geburtshaus  

148https://www.doew.at/erkennen/rechtsextremismus/neues-von-ganz-rechts/archiv/juli-2020/die-extreme-

rechte-in-zeiten-von-corona-iv  

149https://www.derstandard.at/story/2000119303044/mit-strache-gegen-soros-rothschild-die-illuminaten-

und-chemtrails  

150https://twitter.com/PresseWien/status/1356371502057345025 

151https://twitter.com/PresseWien/status/1356370972295786496  

152https://twitter.com/PresseWien/status/1353081710548815873 

153https://twitter.com/PresseWien/status/1340412397895491585  

154https://twitter.com/PresseWien/status/1356371252093603841  

155https://www.rog.at/press-freedom-index/  
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example is the Antidiscrimination Office Styria that reports discrimination on its website 
ŀƴŘ ŦǳƴŘǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻƴŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ά.ŀƴƘŀǘŜέ ŦƻǊ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎΦ 

Currently, there are three major institutions that collect and publish data on antisemitic 
and/or racist incidents systematically: The Antisemitism Report Office (Meldestelle 
Antisemitismus); The Civil Courage and Antiracism Work (ZARA), which monitors 
antisemitism as a sub-category of racist or (extreme) right-wing incidents; and the 
Documentation Center of Austrian Resistance (DÖW) foundation, which monitors current 
activities of the extreme right as well as antisemitism in all its manifestations, including 
Islamised and left-wing Israel-related antisemitism. The final 2020 reports of DÖW, 
Antisemitism Report Office, and ZARA, as well as the data of the Federal Office for the 
Protection of the Constitution, have not yet been published. 

Data accumulated by these institutions is mainly based on the documentation of 
antisemitic incidents and, as a consequence, determined by victims' access to relevant 
institutions (NGOs, police, etc.) and by the social incentives or deterrents to reporting 
facts - which is a general bias-problem of all service-based data collection. The actual 
extent or prevalence of antisemitism, as well as the underlying social-psychological 
reasons for antisemitic resentments, can only be analyzed via integrated qualitative-
quantitative studies, which are still rare in Austria. Service-based data, however, 
definitely allows an evaluation of trends; the outcomes for the year 2020 are depicted in 
the following paragraphs.  

As noted above, most final reports have not yet been published, and therefore, this report 
will refer to unpublished statistics from ZARA and the half year report of the Antisemitism 
Report Office. In 2020 ZARA counted a total of 152 incidents linked to antisemitism, 106 
of which took place online. Of all antisemitic cases, 51 were registered as prosecutable 
ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ !Ŏǘ όά±ŜǊōƻǘǎƎŜǎŜǘȊέύΦ ¢ƘŜ tǊƻƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ !Ŏǘ ƻŦ мфпт Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ 
legal provisions for combating any resurgence of National Socialist activities. Another 13 
are prosecutable under Section 283 of the Criminal Code: incitement to hatred 
όά±ŜǊƘŜǘȊǳƴƎέύΦ 

The Antisemitism Report Office completed  its report156 for 2019, discovering a 9.5% 
increase in antisemitic incidents compared to the last available data of the Forum against 
Antisemitism, from 2017. With the shift from the Forum against Antisemitism to the 
Antisemitism Report Office ǘƘŜȅ ŀƭǎƻ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅΩǎ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Community 
Security Trust (CST). This enables a comparison between RIAS in Germany and CTS in the 
UK. 

In 2019 there were a total of 550 incidents, including 6 incidents in the category of assault, 
18 threats, 78 cases of damage and desecration, 209 cases in the literature category which 
covers mass-produced antisemitic literature distributed in large quantities, and 239 in the 
abusive behaviour category which includes many different types incidents, encompassing 

                                                      
156https://fca755ac-004d-4a98-bf62-

6ebd5ba1ecc3.filesusr.com/ugd/116a82_36a58e700cf64d0a8b92a4c2811cbc68.pdf  
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all verbal and written antisemitic abuse. More recent data is provided by the 2020 half 
year report of the Antisemitism Report Office, listing as many as 257 incidents up until 
30.06.2020.  

Interpretation 

The given service-based data of the report published in 2019 indicates an increasing 
number of reported antisemitic incidents compared to 2017. More recent data from the 
half year report 2020 seems to suggest fewer incidents in the first half of the year. 
However, this does not indicate a decline in antisemitism as a whole. The Covid-19 
measures had a relevant impact on everyday life, possibly affecting the ways in which 
antisemitism is expressed and therefore reported. In addition, the number of cases in the 
second half of the year is still unknown. 

Incidents of antisemitism 

Below I present a selection of antisemitic incidents, which became an issue for public 
debate and were reported by the media. Since I already covered antisemitism in 
connection with the Corona Pandemic at the beginning of this report, I will now focus 
mostly on incidents not directly associated with Corona mobilizations. This should also 
illustrate that new expressions of antisemitism do not necessarily replace those that 
already exist, but must be understood as additional forms. The following list makes no 
claim to completeness. Unfortunately, there were many more incidents that would be 
worth mentioning. Therefore, I focused on incidents that had greater influence on the 
public or were of special interest.  

¶ January 

An ongoing debate about the historian Professor Lothar Höbelt from the University 
Vienna gains momentum when it becomes known that he has given a lecture 
όά9ƴǘƎŜǊƳŀƴƛǎƛŜǊǳƴƎΚέ Österreich und Deutschland nach 1945) at the far-right thinktank 
Instituts für Staatspolitk (IfS)157. Höbelt is already known for his participation in a 
commemorative publication158 for the Holocaust denier David Irving and several 
questionable statements in his lectures. This results in protests of Jewish Student 
Organizations159Σ !ƴǘƛŦŀǎŎƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊƛŀƴ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ160. 

The Mauthausen concentration camp is smeared with swastikas.161 In connection with 
this act of vandalism. the Austrian Mauthausen Committee criticizes Thomas Stelzer 

                                                      
157https://www.progress-online.at/artikel/h%C3%B6belt-%E2%80%93-%E2%80%89abriss-eines-

skandals  

158https://www.doew.at/erkennen/rechtsextremismus/neues-von-ganz-rechts/archiv/jaenner-

1999/festschrift-fuer-irving  

159https://www.facebook.com/joehwien/posts/2525156640895182/  

160https://www.derstandard.at/story/2000113319157/studierende-blockierten-hoersaal-von-fpoe-

historiker-hoebelt  

161https://www.derstandard.at/story/2000112974551/kz-gedenkstaette-mauthausen-mit-hakenkreuzen-

beschmiert  
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(Peoples Party), the current Governor of Upper Austria, for not responding strongly 
enough against right extremism and instead supporting events like the 
ά.ǳǊǎŎƘŜƴōǳƴŘōŀƭƭέ - an important extreme-right162 event.  

¶ February 

Criticism of the results of the panel investigating (Historikerkommision) the Freedom 
Party`s history continues, after several prominent historians pointed out gaps in covering 
the ideological continuity between the Freedom Party and National Socialism.163164 

BDS Austria initiate a resolution against the Parliament's decision to ban BDS from 
government resources165, and organize a demonstration in front of the US Embassy, with  
shouted ǎƭƻƎŀƴǎ ƭƛƪŜ άCǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀΣ tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŦǊŜŜΗέ άLǎǊŀŜƭ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƪƛƭƭŜǊΗέ 
ŀƴŘ άLƴǘƛŦŀŘŀΗέΦ166  

¶ May 

Lisa Eckart, an Austrian comedian, uses racist and antisemitic cliches in her program, 
sparking a discussion in Austria and Germany about political satire and antisemitism.167  

In Vienna BDS activists stage a public execution of a Palestinian by the Israeli Army in the 
Viktor Adler Platz.168 

¶ June 

Journalistic research reveals that former Vice President Hans Cristian Strache (Freedom 
Party) wrote his dedication in an antisemitic publication which was originally printed by 
the National Socialist publisher Stürmer. 169170 

¶ July 

Inspired by the debate on racist monuments in the USA, the discussion on the monument 
of anti-Semite Karl Lueger in Vienna is rekindled171. Different forms of protest are 
implemented and demands for contextualizing or tearing down the monument are raised. 
Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ŀƴ !Ǌǘ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǳƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ά{ŎƘŀƴŘŜέ 

                                                      
162https://www.mkoe.at/gedenkstaettenschaendung-und-burschenbundball-mauthausen-komitee-kritisiert-

lh-stelzer  

163https://www.doew.at/neues/wissenschaftliche-stellungnahme-zum-fpoe-historikerbericht  

164https://www.diepresse.com/5763160/historiker-kritisieren-den-fpo-historikerbericht  

165https://bdsmovement.net/news/palestinian-civil -society-austrian-parliament-oppose-resolution-

criminalize-peaceful-activism  

166https://presse-service.net/2020/02/03/palaestinensische-kundgebung-vor-der-us-botschaft-in-wien-03-

02-2020/  

167https://www.derstandard.at/story/2000117376970/kritik-an-kabarettistin-lisa-eckhart-judenwitz-und-n-

wort-schmaeh  

168https://www.oe24.at/oesterreich/chronik/wien/hinrichtung-mitten-in-wien-favoriten-

nachgespielt/431159143  

169https://www.bonvalot.net/wem-strache-seine-widmung-geschrieben-hat-832/  

170https://www.derstandard.at/story/2000117825141/handschriftliche-antisemitische-widmung-von-hc-

strache-aufgetaucht  

171https://www.derstandard.at/story/2000120381787/initiativ  
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(disgrace). The word is still  sprayed as graffiti and written in concrete letters on the 
statue.172 

¶ August 

In Graz we see a culmination of antisemitic incidents: in February a 16-year-old boy was 
attacked in Graz for wearing a ring with the Star of David173.  In August the synagogue is 
vandalized and smeared twice174 and at the end of the month Elli Rosen, President of the 
Jewish Community, is physically attacked by the same person who had vandalized the 
Synagogue and other buildings with homophobic and antisemitic smears. In response to 
these antisemitic incidents a vigil is held in front of the Synagogue, and is  charged by the 
police for the questionable reason of blocking the streets.175 Also in August, the 
ǇǊƻǎŜŎǳǘƛƻƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ !Ŏǘ όά±ŜǊōƻǘǎƎŜǎŜǘȊέύ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘǿƻ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ 
from Graz who had shared Nazi-Memes and are known for their antisemitic 
statements.176 

¶ November 

On November 2 in Vienna an Islamist Terror attack near the synagogue kills four civilians 
and injures 23. It remains unclear whether there was an explicit antisemitic motive behind 
it. The extreme right nevertheless spreads racist and antisemitic conspiracies after the 
ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ άWŜǿǎ ǇǊƻŦƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘŀŎƪέΦ177  

Independently from the terror attacks authorities search dozens of homes across Austria 
and question people suspected of ties with the Muslim Brotherhood and Hamas. One of 
the suspects, Farid Hafez who is a political scientist at the Department of Political Science 
and Sociology at the University of Salzburg, compares the raid of his home, where his 
children alsƻ ƭƛǾŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ άYǊƛǎǘŀƭƭƴŀŎƘǘέ όάbƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ .ǊƻƪŜƴ Dƭŀǎǎέύ178. This is broadly 
criticized.179 

In 2017 Johannes Hübner (Freedom Party) ran for the Austrian parliament, but when a 
recording of his lecture at a far-right event became public, with him making antisemitic 

                                                      
172https://www.derstandard.at/story/2000120484297/kuenstler-verewigten-graffiti-auf-karl-lueger-

denkmal-mit-beton 

173https://orf.at/stories/3156978/  

174https://kurier.at/chronik/oesterreich/schwere-sachbeschaedigung-an-grazer-synagoge/401008172  

175https://www.derstandard.at/story/2000119726258/anzeige-gegen-synagogen-mahnwache-peinlich-und-

vielsagend  

176https://www.derstandard.at/story/2000119528008/ein-hund-namens-adolf-rechtsextreme-umtriebe-bei-

polizei-aufgedeckt  

177https://www.derstandard.at/story/2000121716078/nach-dem-anschlag-in-wien-rechtsextreme-machen-

nun-stimmung-gegen  

178https://bridge.georgetown.edu/research/xinjiang-and-kristallnacht-in-austria-freedom-of-religion-under-

threat/  

179https://www.diepresse.com/5901958/vergleich-razzia-mit-pogrom-uni-salzburg-distanziert-sich-von-

forscher 
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comments, he withdrew. Now he has been appointed to the Bundesrat by the Freedom 
Party.180181 

Conclusion 

This year we observed how the corona pandemic fuelled new forms of antisemitism which 
found expression in various demonstrations against federal coronavirus measures. In this 
context antisemitism was mostly expressed in combination with conspiracy beliefs and 
narratives blaming Jews for the pandemic and claiming that an imagined group of Jewish 
persons in power profit from the crisis. Also, we saw various forms of secondary 
antisemitism such as publicly worn symbols and speeches. Forms of guilt deflection were 
observed when people minimized, relativized or downplayed the Holocaust, and  placed 
themselves as today's true victims of the same repression experienced by people during 
the Shoah. While a great number of demonstrators against coronavirus measures can be 
included in the Far-right, there is still a large portion of people who are more difficult to 
categorize in terms of political spectra - for example esoteric Christian groups or the 
άtŜŀŎŜ aƻǾŜƳŜƴǘέΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛŘŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ƎƭǳŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘƻƭŘǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ 
the belief in a wide range of conspiracy myths. Confronting this new expression of 
antisemitism is entangled with other current issuŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ άCŀƪŜ bŜǿǎέ ŀƴŘ 
the general spread of conspiracy beliefs. For now, it is too early to tell whether the 
Ϧbŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ !ƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛǎƳέ182, released in January 2021 by the Federal 
ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΣ Ŏŀƴ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘƛǎ άƴŜǿέΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ the old forms of antisemitism. While on 
paper the strategy seems ambitious, we will have to wait and see if it is implemented in 
a way that can address antisemitism in its various forms. 
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Belgium / Joël Kotek 

Nowhere in the EU, except for France, do Jews experience as much hostility in the streets 

as they do in Belgium (cf. the deadly attack on the Jewish Museum on 24 May 2014). Since 

2001, Belgium has seen an increase in the number of cases related to antisemitism. 

                                                      
180https://www.doew.at/erkennen/rechtsextremismus/neues-von-ganz-rechts/archiv/juli-2017/causa-

huebner-reaktionen-und-offene-fragen  

181https://www.jpost.com/diaspora/politician-noted-for-antisemitic-comments-nominated-to-austrian-

senate-650420  

182https://www.bundeskanzleramt.gv.at/dam/jcr:8bd2975f-0483-4e74-abd9-

d66446195d7c/antisemitismusstrategie.pdf  
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For the fifth time in 10 years, Antisemitisme.be and UNIA, the governmental Center for 

Equal Opportunities have handled more than 100 cases of antisemitism in the past year. 

The number of antisemitic incidents more than doubled between 2017 and 2020, from 

56 to 115. An increase of 32% was documented compared to 2019. Clearly, antisemitism 

is widespread on the Internet, accounting for more than half of documented antisemitic 

incidents. 

It is clear that antisemitic discourse has become commonplace at all levels - from a call 

for war against Jews at a pro-Palestinian demonstration in Brussels to violence against 

Haredi people in Antwerp. On five occasions, Haredi Jews, by definition extremely visible, 

were violently attacked by young Muslims or East Europeans. 

COVID-19: The health crisis did not fail to generate accusations against the Jews. They 

were accused of not respecting the rules because they considered themselves above the 

law, or of being directly responsible for the pandemic and intending to make money from 

it. An article posted on the Facebook page of i24NEWS entitled "Coronavirus: a vaccine 

will be ready in a few weeks (Israeli scientists)" became the target of antisemitic 

comments such as: "It is well known that it is the Jews who transmit this horrible 

coronavirus, so they have the vaccine to market it later... still the money". In an item 

criticizing Haredi people arrested in a Synagogue in Antwerp, several comments of 

antisemitic nature appeared. One of them read:  Sven De Smet (President of the umbrella 

organization of the Aalst Carnival): "Zinloos! Gods uitverkoren ras!" "Nonsense! The race 

chosen by God!" 

In Belgium, antisemitism has many faces. Different forms of Jew-hatred exist alongside 

each other. Some are rooted in the extreme right while others come from the extreme 

left, and especially now from the Muslim population. Another form is 'everyday 

antisemitism' in the form of stereotypes. 

Examples of traditional antisemitism: 

i) Aalst Carnival. In 2019, one float at the carnival featured two figures of ultraorthodox 

Jews holding bags of money. One had a rat on his shoulder. This was not the first time 

that seemingly antisemitic themes were displayed at the Aalst Carnival. In 2013, 

participants dressed as Nazis and walked around wƛǘƘ Ŏŀƴǎ ƭŀōŜƭŜŘ ά½ȅƪƭƻƴ .έ - the toxin 

used by the Nazis to kill Jews in gas chambers. In 2020, a year after sparking controversy 

and a wave of international protests over antisemitism, the annual carnival's organizers 

brought back antisemitic themes, with new antisemitic slogans, costumes and floats. 

These included: orthodox Jews dressed as insects (ants); UNESCO merged with the 

Gestapo and the Nazis  - carnival-goers dressed in SS uniforms with the words "Unestapo"; 

conspiracy messages according to which the Jews dominate UNESCO with their financial 

power, particularly involving the Mossad; and caricatures of Jews with hooked noses 
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resembling caricatures from the 1930s. A float, driven by men dressed as ultraorthodox 

Jews, with fake hooked noses and silver face paint, featured a large sign proclaiming six 

άǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎέ ƘŀƴŘŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ fictitious  άWŜǿƛǎƘ ŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜέ: άbƻ WŜǿǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

parade; no mocking of WŜǿǎΤ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜǊ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ WŜǿΤ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ WŜǿ ǿŀƴǘǎ 

will happen; all drugs and black money are oursΦέ CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜΣ .ŜƭƎƛǳƳΩǎ ǇǊƛƳŜ 

minister intervened in the debate and asked legal institutions to determine if the law had 

been broken. The city of Aalst is run by the New Flemish Alliance (N-VA), a nationalist 

party and partial successor of the pro-Nazi collaboration, pushing for an independent 

Flanders. Thus, many Flemish politicians supported the position of the mayor of Aalst. 

One was Vincent Van Quickenborne, a former nationalist politician (Volksunie), who has 

since joined the liberal party (Open VLD), and at the time served as MP and mayor of 

Kortrijk. In an antisemitic tweet, following international protest by UNESCO, Jewish 

organizations and Israeli Foreign Minister Israel Katz, he denounced the growing influence 

of the Jews in Belgium: "The Jewish lobby is working overtime these days. After wanting 

to damage the Aalst parade, it is now acting in Washington to take control of the power!" 

He accused the American "Jewish lobby" of opposing Democratic candidate Bernie 

Sanders because the latter "knows the truth about the Jews!" These remarks gave rise to 

a wave of reactions in Belgium's political circles.  Liberal MP Frederique Ries reacted: "Did 

you write 'Jewish lobby'? Did I read these words written by a former minister and current 

member of parliament!? What a shame! These are terrible antisemitic words. You should 

know, Mr. Quickerborne, that the disappointment, disgust and dismay after the Aalst 

parade was expressed internationally. This is not just a Jewish issue. The fight against 

racism is global and we are proud to fight antisŜƳƛǘƛǎƳέΦ Claude Marinower, a Jewish MP 

and member of the same Flemish Liberal and Democratic party as Vincent Van 

Quickenborne, wrote: "It seems that nothing has changed since the darkest times and 

your comments show this once again." Since then, Vincent Van Quickenborne has been 

appointed Minister of Justice. 

ii) Chrétien.be. Another example of unimpeded antisemitic discourse, worthy of the pre-

war period, are the publications of a curious political movement called "Christian.be". 

Headed by Emmanuel Colbrant, this movement is built upon foundations of antisemitism 

and conspiracy theories, as can be seen on their internet page. Here they do not hesitate 

to bring out of oblivion the old accusations that flourished before the Holocaust, updated 

with anti-Zionist sauce. In the 21st century, one can read posts stating that "Jews do not 

worship God but Satan", άJews killed Jesusέ who άwas Palestinian for being born in 

Bethleem", Jews propagate COVID-19 with the help of the Liberal Party (MR),  the Talmud 

preaches hatred, if not the death of non-Jewish mankind, Jews stir up hatred between 

Christians and Muslims. This group  presents itself as allied to Sunni Muslims, and there 

is every reason to believe that it is financed by the United Arab Emirates, now at peace 

with Israel! 
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Examples of far-right antisemitism:  

i) A man called the general number of the Jewish Social Service in the middle of the 

afternoon. He started by asking why we were angry about the Aalst Carnival, when the 

Israelis were killing children every day. The operator got worried and asked for his name. 

He answered "Adolf Hitler" and hung up. 

ii) A professor and his assistant at Ghent University's Department of Communication 

Sciences were forced to resign , after one of them received the police with calls of "Sieg 

Heil" and "Welcome to Nazi Germany" when they intervened in a nightly disturbance.  

iii) On a train between Antwerp and Mechelen, four individuals accessed the intercom 

service normally used by attendants and ordered the "Jewish cancers" to get off the train.  

Example of left-wing antisemitism: 

The day after the elimination of the Iranian general Qassem Soleimani by the American 

army, lawyer Jean-Marie Dermargne, former president of the Bar and former director of 

research on Human rights (sic) at the Catholic University of Louvain, posted the following 

on his Facebook wall: "The real masters of the world are the Israelis. Trump, the sinister 

blowhard, is (like his predecessors) only their armed puppet. They are the ones doing the 

shooting." This activist, who is close to the socialist party (PS) and the Belgian communist 

party (PTB), firmly believes that Israel is the 'master of the world'. He also accused Israel 

of being responsible for the COVID-19 pandemic in Gaza at a time when the Palestinian 

enclave was completely free of it. This supposedly progressive man is a repeat offender. 

For example, in 2017, he posted on his Facebook page a drawing by Noël Gérard, named 

Joe Le Corbeau, a cartoonist associated with French fascist Alain Soral, claiming that the 

Rothschilds control all but six of the world's central banks. His disgust with Israeli Jews is 

such that he served as the Belgian lawyer of French antisemitic activist Dieudonné Mbala. 

His son, Pierre-Yves Dermagne is currently a federal Socialist minister. 

Examples of Muslim antisemitism:  

i) In June 2020, a group of demonstrators chanted άYƘŀȅōŀǊΣ ƪƘŀȅōŀǊΣ ¸ŀ ȅŀƘǳŘΣ ƧŀȅǎƘ 

aǳƘŀƳƳŀŘ ǎŀǿŦ ȅŀΨǳŘέ όάKhaȅōŀǊΣ YƘŀȅōŀǊ ƻƘ WŜǿǎΣ aǳƘŀƳƳŀŘΩǎ ŀǊƳȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǘǳǊƴέ), 

during the demonstration in Brussels against the possible annexation of Palestinian 

territories by Israel. The slogan refers to a battle between early Muslims and Jews in the 

seventh century. 

ii) Also in June, some shocking remarks appeared on the Facebook page of a member of 

the Christian party (CDH): a photo of Korans piled up, with the following comment: άO 

God, destroy these Jews for this holy Koran. Share this post #for all Muslims to curse these 

Jews.έ 
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iii) In April, under a Facebook report on an alleged assault by the Israeli army, user 

Mohammed Chatt posted the following comment: "The Jew is a murderer in lam and 

Hitler understood that the Jew is the cancer of humanity as long as there are Jews the 

world will be sick I swear that an atomic bomb on their face and I swear and jemes 

tomorrow to burn I". The comment was reported and deleted by Facebook. 

iv) After the expulsion of Belgian-Turkish MP Emir Kir from the Socialist Party, following a 

complaint by Jérémie Tojerow, a socialist militant of Jewish origin, Tojerow became the 

target of antisemitic and conspiratorial remarks on the social networks Twitter and 

Facebook.  These included one by Mehmet Inan: "This decision has a much wider scope 

than just Emir Kir. It is the exclusion of all Turkish politicians who dare to keep links with 

the AKP and MHP. It is significant to see that the person who filed the complaint, Jeremie 

Tojerow, is of Jewish origin, probably dual Belgian-Israeli, and probably even met 

Netanyahu, the 9/11 criminal, in person. This affair was therefore one more Zionist step 

to dominate Belgian politics and to keep the Zionist oligarchy in power in all the countries 

they runέ. The socialist MP Emir Kir had been persuaded to support extreme right-wing 

activists and Turkish Holocaust deniers. 

v) In 2020, a study conducted among 1672 French-speaking students in Brussels, by Joël 

Kotek and Joël Tournemenne of CEESAG, highlighted the prevalence of antisemitism 

among young believers, Catholics and even more so Muslims. 

APPENDIX: The Jew and the Other in BrusǎŜƭǎΩ French-speaking schools 

In Belgium, no scientific study has been conducted on the question of antisemitism in 

schools, and this question has been a blind spot since 1945, simply ignored by the political, 

media and academic worlds. The massacre at the Jewish Museum in 2014 changed 

nothing, arousing no particular awareness. However, politicians and journalists alike 

know that today only specifically Jewish locations - including nurseries, schools and youth 

movements, require daily military surveillance and that supposedly Jewish students have 

been harassed. 

The findings of Elchardus 

The only notable exception is a study conducted by a sociologist from the Dutch-speaking 

Free University of Brussels (VUB), Mark Elchardus, in the context of a general survey of 

Flemish youth in Brussels, where he highlighted the reality of a very high prevalence of 

antisemitism among Muslim students. According to his findings, about half of them 

express antisemitic opinions. To verify these results researchers affiliated with the 

European Centre for the Study of the Shoah, Antisemitism and Genocide (CEESAG) - a 

laboratory linked to the Institute for Jewish Studies near the ULB, decided to conduct a 

"counter-investigation" in 2018-2019, on the theme of young people and the Other. this 
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survey addressed the notions of antisemitism, homophobia and misogyny, this time in 

the French-speaking school network in Brussels. 

What does the data on young people in Brussels reveal? 

The weight of Islam 

The survey confirms the significant weight of Islam in the Brussels region: 39% of the 

young people surveyed claim to be Muslim. Of these, 81% claim to be practicing Islam 

and only 19% declare themselves non-practicing. At the same time, our survey confirms 

the strong secularization of Belgians of Christian and Jewish origin as well as their 

increasing marginalization. Catholics are clearly a minority (25%). 

If, on the whole, Belgian youth appear to be committed to cultural liberalism, a second 

observation stands out: the attitude of young people in Brussels toward the Other is very 

clearly linked to their religion. This is undoubtedly the main lesson of this study, which on 

the whole validates the conclusions of multiple surveys carried out in recent years by 

various European university institutes, including Mark Elchardus' survey. With regard to 

antisemitism, but also sexism or homophobia, it is not so much socioeconomic factors as 

cultural and religious elements that must be questioned: to a significant degree, 

practising Catholics and Muslims share the same prejudices. Compared to nonbelievers, 

yoǳƴƎ ΨǊŀŘƛŎŀƭΩ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎǎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ǘƻ Ƙold twice as many, and Muslims three times as many, 

antisemitic prejudices, regardless of their gender, educational background and level of 

education and/or their parents' socioeconomic status. In some cases, Muslim high school 

girls reveal more conservative attitudes than their male coreligionists. For example, 40% 

of practicing Muslim women refuse to consider marriage with a Jewish spouse, compared 

to 29% of Muslim men. The religious factor predominates over others, without cancelling 

them out. On the other hand, generally speaking, the "cultural" Catholics, i.e., non-

practicing Catholics, hold opinions close to those of nonbelievers. Our survey confirms 

the tendencies underlined by the study of Mark Elchardus (VUB). 
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Gr 3 

Our Muslim high school students showed more conservative values than the rest of the sample in all areas for the five items listed 

above. 

The undeniable "Islamic effect" 

The study reinforces the ethno-religious, culturalist analysis grid of the different surveys 

carried out in recent years by various European university institutes, all of which underline 

the "Islamic effect" in the derogatory representation of the Other. Antisemitic prejudices 

are very much present among Brussels youth of the Muslim faith. Without really being 

able to quantify hostility to Jews (see the 50% of the VUB survey), it is clear that Muslim 

respondents are three times more likely than nonbelievers to share antisemitic 

prejudices, regardless of their educational background, gender, field of study or level of 

religiosity. Thus, if 6% of nonbelievers feel that the Shoah's consequences have been 

exaggerated, this rate climbs to 21% for Muslims as a whole. They are also more than 35% 

more likely to believe that "The Jews control the banks and the media with the 

Freemasons" and more than 35% more likely to believe that the Zionists are criminals. 

This question illustrates the effects of religious practice on adherence to antisemitic 

items. In fact, adherence to this item is 6% among people who declare themselves to be 
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"atheists" or "nonbelievers", 22% among "non-practicing Muslims", including 20% among 

high school girls, and 17% among "practicing Catholics". 

 

Gr 4 

In all the items concerning Jews, the young Muslims surveyed displayed  

significantly more derogatory representations than the rest of the sample. 

/ŀƴŀŘŀ  κ wŀƴ ¦ƪŀǎƘƛ ό.Ωƴŀƛ .ǊƛǘƘύ 

Overview  

The year 2020, characterized as it was by the global COVID-19 pandemic, was a year that 

saw significant political, economic, and social strife around the world, including in Canada. 

As has been observed throughout history, such periods of tumult and relative discord 

tend to foment racial, ethnic, religious, and other prejudices, including antisemitic 

expressions, be they in the form of harassment, vandalism, or violence. 

In particular, a significant number of recorded incidents of harassment, vandalism, and 

violence centered to one degree or another around conspiracy theories blaming Jews for 

creating and/or perpetuating the novel coronavirus, seeking to control governments and 

populations by way of the virus, deliberately infecting τ or seeking to infect τ non-Jews, 

among other absurd and dangerous sentiments. There were additional conspiracy 

theories that translated into antisemitic sentiments, including claims that Jews and/or the 

State of Israel are responsible for instances of police brutality against African Americans 

in the United States and prejudice against Blacks in Canada. Such sentiments spanned the 

ideological spectrum from the far-left to the far-right. 
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As such, the year 2020 appeared to be similar to previous years in terms of the number 

of antisemitic incidents, and Jews continue to be the most targeted religious minority in 

Canada. In fact, according to the Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, police-reported 

hate crimes for 2019 τ the most recently available statistics on the phenomenon τ 

revealed that 15% of all hate crimes in Canada targeted the Jewish community, despite 

the community comprising only about 1% of the national population. Unfortunately, this 

trend has been ongoing for at least a decade. 

The Canadian Context: 2020 Trends in Antisemitism  

Distribution of Incidents  

Across the country, there were relative decreases (although generally still higher than 

numbers recorded even half a decade ago) in all provinces except for Ontario and the 

Atlantic provinces, including New Brunswick, Newfoundland and Labrador, Nova Scotia, 

and Prince Edward Island. While it is somewhat unsurprising that Ontario, given that it is 

ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ WŜǿƛǎƘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ number of recorded 

incidents in Canadaτconsistent with previous years except for 2019 when Quebec 

exceeded Ontario in total incidentsτwhat was surprising was that the recorded number 

of incidents in Ontario in 2020 was the highest for that province on record.  

Secondly, another surprising finding was that although Quebec, with the second largest 

Jewish population in Canada, had the second highest recorded antisemitic incidents in 

2020, Atlantic Canada, which historically up until 2020 was the region with the lowest 

number of incidents (and the lowest population of Jewish citizens) had the highest growth 

in antisemitic incidents compared to any other region, including Ontario. These findings 

ŀǊŜ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōƛƴƎ άƳƛƭŜǎǘƻƴŜǎέ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ƻŦ ŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛǎƳ ƛƴ /ŀƴŀŘŀΦ 

Harassment  

While there was a relative drop in terms of online harassment in 2020, it still constituted 

by far the vast majority of harassment in Canada due to the ease of communication 

afforded by online platforms, and in many cases the anonymity that can be afforded by 

such mediums, to avoid consequences and prosecution. It must be emphasized, however, 

that this decrease in online manifestations did not represent an absolute drop in total 

ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘΦ Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ άƛƴ-ǇŜǊǎƻƴέ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ make up 

ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘ ǇŜǊƛƻŘǎ ƻŦ άƭƻŎƪŘƻǿƴǎέ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƭŦ-

segregation/quarantine measures in place at different times across the country. As such, 

levels of harassment reached record highs in 2020, all things considered.  

Examples of online harassment experienced during the pandemic included several 

ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ά½ƻƻƳ ōƻƳōƛƴƎǎΣέ ǿƘŜǊŜōȅ ŀ ½ƻƻƳ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ όƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜŜǊ-to-peer 

videotelephony program) of a Jewish institution, synagogue, school, or even private 
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gathering is hijacked by antisemitic agitators displaying antisemitic content (often 

including pornographic images), across the country. 

In total, COVID-19-related incidents accounted for approximately 1 in 10 of all recorded 

incidents of antisemitism in 2020. 

Vandalism  

Rates of vandalism were lower than in the past several years. However, many of the 

ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŦŀǊ ƳƻǊŜ άƛƴǘƛƳŀǘŜέ ƛƴǎƻŦŀǊ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǘŀǊƎŜǘŜŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ 

to a significant degree. An inordinate amount of mezuzot were damaged or removed from 

doorposts of Jewish-owned properties. Additionally, there were several cases of 

vandalism against Jewish houses of worship and sacred spaces, such as the desecration 

of the Montreal-area Kol Yehouda Synagogue where Torah scrolls were found strewn 

about the building and religious items were found in the toilet, as well as a Jewish 

cemetery in Winnipeg where two windows of a mausoleum were smashed. Additionally, 

it is noteworthy that over 1 in 10 incidents of vandalism took place in primary, secondary, 

and post-secondary educational institutions. 

Violence 

Violent incidents were at their lowest in years, but just under half of all incidents were 

COVID-19-related, targeting primarily the visibly observant Jewish community, and taking 

place particularly τ but not solely τ in Quebec. Many of the attacks were precipitated 

following erroneous reports in the mainstream media that gave the impression that 

members of the local observant Jewish community were deliberately flouting COVID-19 

regulations, alongside widely promulgated online conspiracy theories. The range of 

violence recorded included people being slapped in the face, spat on, shot with BB pellets 

from a moving vehicle, having bottles thrown at them from an apartment window, and 

being headbutted. In Winnipeg, one incident unrelated to the pandemic involved a 

teenaged student at a local high school being beaten by seven other students after being 

ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ άWŜǿǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Ǝƻ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜƴǎΦέ 

While not all victims of violence in 2020 were visibly observant Jews, there is nevertheless 

an observable historical trend whereby the most visibly observant Jews tend to face the 

brunt of physical attacks. 

Antisemitism on Canadian Campuses 

As has been the case in previous years, antisemitism continues to spread on Canadian 

campuses. Below are some examples of incidents transpiring over the past year: 

ω ! ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ .ƭŀŎƪ tŀƴǘƘŜǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪ 

ŀǘ ŀƴ άLǎǊŀŜƭ !ǇŀǊǘƘŜƛŘ ²ŜŜƪέ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ ƭŀǳŘŜŘ ǘǿƻ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ǘŜǊǊƻǊƛǎǘǎ ƻf 



 

 97 

 

the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) τ a listed terrorist entity in 

Canada τ and blamed Israel for heavy-handedness by American law enforcement against 

African Americans, among other absurd statements. 

ω ! ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǳƴƛƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎity of Toronto Scarborough reaffirmed its 2013 support 

for the antisemitic Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) movement, and vowed not 

ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴȅ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ άƴƻǊƳŀƭƛȊŜέ LǎǊŀŜƭΣ ǘƘŜǊŜōȅ ŜȄŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ WŜǿƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ 

Israeli student groups τ as well as students, and discriminating against them on the basis 

of their national origin. 

Antisemitism in Canadian Primary and Secondary Schools  

There has been a concerning rise in antisemitism at primary and secondary schools across 

the country over the past number of yearsτa phenomenon which was formally 

ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜŘ ōȅ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ōƻŀǊŘΣ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ .ƻŀǊŘ 

(TDSB), in its Human Rights Annual Report 2018 ς 2020. For 2018-2019, antisemitic 

incidents constituted 23% of hate incidents reported to the TDSB, and in 2019-20 they 

accounted for 11%. Yet despite the decrease in the previous year, Jews constituted the 

single largest religious group targeted by a hateful incident in either case. The report 

ƴƻǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ άLƴŎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ !ƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛǎƳ ƘŀǾŜ ǊƛǎŜƴ ŀǘ ŀƴ ŀƭŀǊƳƛƴƎ ǊŀǘŜΣέ ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘǎ 

of homophobia, anti-Black racism (which constituted the largest form of hatred identified 

by the TDSB between 2018-2020), among others. 

The TDSB is by no means unique in its experience with antisemitism, as incidents have 

been documented from across the country, including the abovementioned incident of 

violence at a high school in Winnipeg, among other cases of antisemitic harassment and 

vandalism. As has been the case in previous years, antisemitism is growing in Canadian 

primary and secondary schools, with expressions both online and in-person transpiring 

among younger and younger age ranges. 

Fighting Antisemitism 

Despite the grim data presented above, there have been important successes in the fight 

agaiƴǎǘ ŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛǎƳ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ .Ŝƭƻǿ ŀǊŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ .Ωƴŀƛ 

Brith Advocacy initiatives that led to tangible results in combatting antisemitism and 

discrimination in Canada: 

1. Two Polish-language newspapers in the Toronto-area were censured for publishing 
antisemitic articles, including a COVID-19-related conspiracy theory, after being 
ŜȄǇƻǎŜŘ ōȅ .Ωƴŀƛ .ǊƛǘƘ /ŀƴŀŘŀΦ 

Andrzej Kumor, the editor of the longstanding antisemitic newspaper Goniec, was 
arrested and warned that any further promotion of hatred against Jews would result 
ƛƴ ŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭ ŎƘŀǊƎŜǎΦ YǳƳƻǊΩǎ ǇŀǇŜǊ ƘŀŘ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǿǎ ŀǊŜ 
spying on the public through the WhatsApp cellphone application, that Jews and 
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½ƛƻƴƛǎǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ άǘŜǊǊƻǊƛǎƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōƭƻƻŘέΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƛƴƛster Jewish forces control the U.S. 
and Polish governments, and other conspiracy theories. 

! ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ DƱƻǎΣ ŜŘƛǘŜŘ ōȅ ²ƛŜǎƱŀǿ aŀƎƛŜǊŀΣ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀƴ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ 
blaming the COVID-19 pandemic on a Jewish plot, while elsewhere blaming 
άƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ WŜǿǊȅέ ŦƻǊ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊǊƻǊƛǎǘ ƎǊƻǳǇ άL{L{κL{L[Σ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ 
ŀƭƭŜƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǿǎ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƻǾŜǊ tƻƭŀƴŘΦ CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ .Ωƴŀƛ .ǊƛǘƘ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ 
exposure of this article, the National Ethnic Press and Media Council of Canada 
severed their ties with the paper. 

2. Following months of campaigning alongside several Jewish activists and local 
municipal councilors, the Town of Ajax in Ontario pledged to rename a street named 
after Hans Langsdorff, a Nazi naval captain who commanded German forces at the 
1939 Battle of the River Plate, dealing another blow to Nazi glorification in Canada. 

3. Following fruitful discussions with the Archdiocese of Edmonton, Father Rydzyk, head 
of the controversial Radio Maryja radio station and other media enterprises in Poland, 
was barred from visiting the Archdiocese of Edmonton and affiliated parishes in the 
ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƭƻƴƎǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƳǳƭƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ŘƛǎŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǘƻǊȅΣ 
antisemitic, and inflammatory content. This was the first instance, anywhere in the 
world, of an Archdiocese publicly barring Father Rydzyk, an outspoken and influential 
cleric in Poland. 

Furthermore, following discussions with CJMR 1320, a radio station broadcasting Radio 

Maryja in the Greater Toronto Area (GTA), the station took principled action in severing 

its ties with Radio Maryja, further eroding the nefarious influence of the station in Canada 

as well as its global stature. 

Arthur Topham Charged Again 

¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƎƎŜŘ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ .Ωƴŀƛ .ǊƛǘƘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ IŀǊǊȅ !ōǊŀƳǎΣ !ǊǘƘǳǊ 

Topham, a convicted hatemonger from British Columbia, was sentenced to a 30-day 

conditional sentence plus three years' probation, after failing to comply with the terms of 

hiǎ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ǇǊƻōŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ǇǊƻōŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǘŜƳƳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ƻǇƘŀƳΩǎ нлмт ŎƻƴǾƛŎǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ 

willfully promoting hatred against Jews. In 2012, Topham was first charged after he had 

ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ WŜǿǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦƻǊŎƛōƭȅ ǎǘŜǊƛƭƛȊŜŘΣ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ /ŀƴŀŘŀ ƛǎ άŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ ōȅ ǘhe Zionist 

WŜǿ ƭƻōōȅΣέ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ WŜǿƛǎƘ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀǎ άǎȅƴŀƎƻƎǳŜǎ ƻŦ {ŀǘŀƴέΣ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ 

leading to conviction by a jury in November 2015.  

The original decision to convict Topham was an important development in combating 

criminal hate speech in Canada, demonstrating that there are consequences for inciting 

hatred against fellow citizens - which serves as a deterrent to some, and a relief to others.  

IHRA 

CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ōȅ .Ωƴŀƛ .ǊƛǘƘ /ŀƴŀŘŀ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΣ hƴǘŀǊƛƻ τ 

the proǾƛƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ WŜǿƛǎƘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ τ became the first Canadian 
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province to adopt the IHRA Definition in October through a legally binding Order in 

/ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǘƘŀǘ ŜȄǇƭƛŎƛǘƭȅ άŀŘƻǇǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ 5ŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ !ƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛǎƳΣ ŀǎ 

adopted by the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) Plenary on May 26, 

нлмсΦέ 

This development represented a major milestone in allowing for a provincial level of 

government to incorporate the best available definition of antisemitism τ the definition 

that also enjoys the broadest possible consensus within the Jewish community around 

the world τ in policymaking efforts to combat antisemitic hatred and discrimination, in 

all areas within provincial jurisdiction. 

More Needs to be Done 

Much progress has been made in the fight against antisemitism. The scourge of online 

antisemitism has been recognized at the highest levels of government, and is receiving 

considerable attention and analysis at the parliamentary level. Provincial and municipal 

governments are increasingly recognizing the importance of defining antisemitism and 

incorporating this definition into the existing policy suites at all levels of government. 

Canada now has a Special Envoy who will focus his efforts, with a federal mandate, to 

combat antisemitism and Holocaust denial both at home and abroad, and work with 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ .Ωƴŀƛ .ǊƛǘƘ /ŀƴŀŘŀ ǘƻ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭƭȅ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƘŜƴƻƳŜƴƻƴ 

ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘŜŘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǎǘŀƳǇ ƛǘ ƻǳǘ ǿƘŜǊŜǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ ƛǘ ŀǊƛǎŜǎΦ .Ωƴŀƛ .ǊƛǘƘ 

Canada has lƻƴƎ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛǘǎ ά9ƛƎƘǘ-tƻƛƴǘ tƭŀƴέ ŀǎ ŀ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ ǇŀǘƘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘŜŘ 

and sustained action against antisemitism in all domains of public life in Canada, and 

continues to urge its adoption at all levels of government and civil society. 

Czech Republic /½ōȅƴŠƪ ¢ŀǊŀƴǘ 

ά²Ƙȅ ƛǎ LǎǊŀŜƭ ǎƻ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ƛƴ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΚ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ WŜǿǎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ ŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛŎ 
ŎƻƴǎǇƛǊŀŎȅ ǘƘŜƻǊƛŜǎΦέ 

ς /ȊŜŎƘ /ƻǾƛŘπмф ŀƴǘƛπŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛŎ ƧƻƪŜ όǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлнлύ 

Summary 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǳǊōǳƭŜƴǘ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ нлнлΣ ǘƘŜ /ȊŜŎƘ WŜǿƛǎƘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ƴƻǘŜŘ ŀ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ 
ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛŎ ƛƴŎƛǘŜƳŜƴǘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅΦ 
5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƴƻǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ ǘƘŜ /ȊŜŎƘ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ŀ ǎŀŦŜ ŀƴŘ 
ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ WŜǿƛǎƘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǾƛǊǳǎ ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎ 
Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦŜƭǘ ƛƴ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǉǳŀƭƛǘŀǘƛǾŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎ ƻŦ /ȊŜŎƘ ŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛǎƳΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜǎ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ WŜǿƛǎƘ ƳƛƴƻǊƛǘȅ ǎŜŜƳǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ǎǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ 
ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǿŀȅΦ hƴƭƛƴŜ ƛƴŎƛǘŜƳŜƴǘ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΣ 
ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜǎΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭΣ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜπōŀǎŜŘ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ƻŦ ƘƻŀȄŜǎ 
ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΦ tŜƴŜǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛǎƳ ƛƴǘƻ ƧƻƪŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛƴƻŎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǎŜŜƴ ŀǎ ŀ 
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ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǿƘŜƴ ŀ ƴŀǘƛƻƴπǿƛŘŜ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ /ƻǾƛŘπмф ƛǎ 
ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳōƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ ŀƴǘƛπǾŀȄȄŜǊΩǎ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƛǎ 
ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ŀ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƴ ƻƭŘŜǊ ŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛŎ ƳȅǘƘ ŀōƻǳǘ WŜǿǎ ǇƻƛǎƻƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŜƭƭǎ 
ƻǊ WŜǿƛǎƘ ŘƻŎǘƻǊǎ ǎǇǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜǎΦ !ƴȅ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ŎǳǊō ŀƴǘƛπǾŀȄȄŜǊ ƘƻŀȄŜǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǘŀƪŜ 
ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛŎ ŘƛƳŜƴǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƳȅǘƘǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

General trends 

aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǎǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ ȅŜŀǊōƻƻƪǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ȊŜŎƘ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǊŜ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƴƻǘ ŦƛƴŀƭƛȊŜŘ 
ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƳƛŘπ{ǇǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ȅŜŀǊΦ aƻǎǘ ǉǳŀƴǘƛǘŀǘƛǾŜ Řŀǘŀ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘǳǎ 
ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǇǊŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǊȅ ƻǊ ƳƛŘπȅŜŀǊ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ нлнлΦ !ƭǎƻΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ 
ǎǳǊǾŜȅǎ ŎƛǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ {ǇǊƛƴƎ нлнлΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ 
ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǾƛŘπмф ŎǊƛǎƛǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ Ǉƻƭƭ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ tǳōƭƛŎ hǇƛƴƛƻƴ {ǳǊǾŜȅǎ 
ŦƻǳƴŘ ƴƻ ǎǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ WŜǿǎ ƛƴ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴ ǘƻ 
ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ WŜǿǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŀƴƪŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ȊŜŎƘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ άǎƻƳŜǿƘŀǘ 
ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜέ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ DŜǊƳŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ±ƛŜǘƴŀƳŜǎŜΦ183 WǳŘƎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƳƛŘπȅŜŀǊ 
ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ȊŜŎƘ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ LƴǘŜǊƛƻǊΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƻŦ ŜȄǘǊŜƳƛǎǘ 
ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǘŜ ŎǊƛƳŜǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлнлΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘŜŘ 
но ŎǊƛƳŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛŎ ǎǳōǘŜȄǘΣ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ƻŦ ǾŜǊōŀƭ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ όƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ǇƻǎǘǎΣ ǎƘƻǳǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ 
ŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛŎ ǎƭƻƎŀƴǎ ƻǊ ǎƭǳǊǎ ƛƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǊŜŀǎΣ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŀƛƳŜŘ ŀǘ 
ŎǳǊōƛƴƎ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŜǘŎΦύΦ184 tǊƻǘŜǎǘǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŜǇƛŘŜƳƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎΣ Ƴŀǎƪ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ 
ŀƴŘ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ hƭŘ ¢ƻǿƴ {ǉǳŀǊŜ ƛƴ tǊŀƎǳŜ ƻƴ ну 
hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлнлΣ Ƴŀȅ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǎǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŀǎ ŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛŎ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƳ όǎŜŜ ōŜƭƻǿύΦ 

Lƴ ŀ ǇǊŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǊȅ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ ǘƘŜ tǊŀƎǳŜ WŜǿƛǎƘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƴƻǘŜŘ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƻŦ ŀōƻǳǘ нр҈ ƛƴ 
ǾŜǊōŀƭ ŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛŎ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƻƴƭƛƴŜΦ ¢ƘŜ Ǿŀǎǘ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛŎ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ 
ƻƴƭƛƴŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƻƴŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭŜƎŜŘ 
ŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛŎ ǎǳōǘŜȄǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴΦ185 ¢ƘŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ 
WŜǿƛǎƘ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎ ƛƴ hƭƻƳƻǳŎ Ƙŀǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ŀ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ά½ƻƻƳ ōƻƳōƛƴƎέ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛŎ 
ǎǳōǘŜȄǘΣ ǿƘŜƴ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǘǊƻƭƭǎ ƛƴŦƛƭǘǊŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǊǳǇǘŜŘ ƛǘǎ ½ƻƻƳ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀƴ 
ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜ ƻƴ WŜǿƛǎƘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǿŀǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ōŜ 
ŜƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊΦ186 ¢ƘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛŎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜǎΣ ōƭƻƎǎ ŀƴŘ 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ƻǳǘƭŜǘǎ όƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǊŀŘƛƻ ŜǘŎΦύ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ ! ǘƻǘŀƭ 

                                                      
183 ñVztah ļesk® veŚejnosti k n§rodnostn²m skupin§m ģij²c²m v ĻR ï bŚezen 2020ò, April 29, 2020, 

Center for Public Opinion Surveys ï Czech Academy of Sciences, available at: 

https://cvvm.soc.cas.cz/cz/tiskove-zpravy/ostatni/vztahy-a-zivotni-postoje/5203-vztah-ceske-verejnosti-k-

narodnostnim-skupinam-zijicim-v-cr-brezen-2020 [cit. 12.01.2021]. 

184 ñProblematika extremismu na ¼zem² Ļesk® republiky v 1. pololet² 2020 ï MVò, Czech Ministry of 

Interior, available at: https://www.mvcr.cz/clanek/ctvrtletni-zpravy-o-extremismu-odboru-bezpecnostni-

politiky-mv.aspx [cit. 12.01.2021]. 

185 Detailed version of the report will be published by the Federation of Jewish Communities by 

April/May 2021 at the Federationôs website: https://www.fzo.cz/projekty-fzo/forum-proti-

antisemitismu/vyrocni-zpravy-o-projevech-antisemitismu-v-ceske-republice/ 

186 Centrum judaistických studií Kurta a Ursuly Schubertových, FF UP Olomouc, available at: 

https://www.facebook.com/169548736412565/posts/3745477838819619 

https://cvvm.soc.cas.cz/cz/tiskove-zpravy/ostatni/vztahy-a-zivotni-postoje/5203-vztah-ceske-verejnosti-k-narodnostnim-skupinam-zijicim-v-cr-brezen-2020
https://cvvm.soc.cas.cz/cz/tiskove-zpravy/ostatni/vztahy-a-zivotni-postoje/5203-vztah-ceske-verejnosti-k-narodnostnim-skupinam-zijicim-v-cr-brezen-2020
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ƻŦ млт ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛŎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ƛƴ нлнл όмлф ƛƴ нлмфύ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΦ187 ¢ƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƭŀōŜƭŜŘ ŀǎ 
άŎƻƴǎǇƛǊŀŎƛǎƳέ ŀƴŘ άŜǎƻǘŜǊƛŎƛǎƳέ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜŀǾȅ ǇǊƻπwǳǎǎƛŀƴ ƛƴŎƭƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƻŦǘŜƴ 
ŎƻƳōƛƴŜ ƻŎŎǳƭǘ ŎƻƴǎǇƛǊŀŎȅ ǘƘŜƻǊƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƛŘŜŀǎ ƻŦ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ ƴŜƻŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛǎƳΣ ƴŜƻπCŀǎŎƛǎƳ 
ŀƴŘ ƴŜƻπ{ǘŀƭƛƴƛǎƳΦ188 !ǎ ǎǳŎƘΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ƭŀōŜƭ ōȅ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ άŦŀǊπƭŜŦǘέ ŀƴŘ άŦŀǊπǊƛƎƘǘέ ƭŀōŜƭǎΦ ¢ǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƴŜƻπbŀȊƛ ŀƴŘ ŦŀǊπǊƛƎƘǘ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜǎ 
ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜΦ CŀǊπƭŜŦǘ ŀƴŘ LǎƭŀƳƛǎǘ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƴŜƎƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ŜǎƻǘŜǊƛŎ ŎƻƴǎǇƛǊŀŎƛǎƳΣ ȅŜǘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŎŀǎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƻǳƴŘΦ 

Impact of the coronavirus 

¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭƭȅ ƳƛƴƛƳƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŜǇƛŘŜƳƛŎ ǿŀǾŜ 
ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ aŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ aŀȅ нлнлΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭƛǎǘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ !ƴŘǊŜƧ 
.ŀōƛǑ ǘƻ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǳƴǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎΦ CŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ōŀŎƪƭŀǎƘΣ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ 
ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘƭȅ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŀȄŜŘ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳƛȄŜŘΣ ŎƻƴŦǳǎƛƴƎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎϥǎ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǿŀǾŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎǘǊǳŎƪ ƛƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ hŎǘƻōŜǊΣ 
ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ /ȊŜŎƘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ōȅ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜŦǳƭ /ȊŜŎƘǎΣ ǿƘƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǇǊƛƴƎ ƳŀŘŜ 
ƘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǎƻǿƴ ŦŀŎŜ Ƴŀǎƪǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǳƴŎƘƛƴƎ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴ 
ǎǇǊŜŜ ǿƛǘƘ о5πǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǾŜƴǘƛƭŀǘƻǊǎ ƳŀŘŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳƻƴƭȅ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ 
ǇŀǊǘǎΣ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ ǘƛǊŜŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΦ !ǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ 
ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛȊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƛǎǎǳƛƴƎ ƭƻŎƪŘƻǿƴǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ 
ǊŜƛƳōǳǊǎŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘΦ ¦ƴŦƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ 
ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ƻƴ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎΣ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ōȅ ŦǊƛƴƎŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ōȅ ǎƻƳŜ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛǎǘǎΣ ǇǳƴŘƛǘǎ 
ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŜƭƛǘŜǎΦ !ƴŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛǎƳ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ 
ƳŀƛƴǎǘǊŜŀƳ ŜƭƛǘŜǎΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƳŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ƳƛǎǘǊǳǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŦǳǎƛƻƴ 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎΣ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜπōŀǎŜŘ ƳŜǘƘƻŘǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴ ǘǳǊƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŦŜǊǘƛƭŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŦƻǊ 
ŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛŎ ŎƻƴǎǇƛǊŀŎȅ ǘƘŜƻǊƛŜǎΦ 

CƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛŎ ŎƻƴǎǇƛǊŀŎȅ ǘƘŜƻǊƛŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ /ƻǾƛŘπмф ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ǇŜƴŜǘǊŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
/ȊŜŎƘ ƳŀƛƴǎǘǊŜŀƳ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŦǊƛƴƎŜ ŎƻƴǎǇƛǊŀŎƛǎǘ 
ǎŎŜƴŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŎŜƴŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻπwǳǎǎƛŀƴ ŘƛǎƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 
ƻǳǘƭŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ŦŀǊπǊƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ƴŜƻπ{ǘŀƭƛƴƛǎǘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΣ ǎǘǊƛǾŜŘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŎǊƛǎƛǎ ŀǎ ŀ ƭŜǾŜǊŀƎŜ 
ŦƻǊ ƳŀƛƴǎǘǊŜŀƳƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ǿƻǊƭŘǾƛŜǿǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ŦŀƛƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ 
ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜǇƛŘŜƳƛŎΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŀƭƭȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜŦǳǎŜ ǘƻ ŀŘƳƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ 
ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǇƛŘŜƳƛŎ π ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ мтл ƭƛǾŜǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ Řŀȅ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 
bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлнл ŀƴŘ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлнмΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎǳƳǳƭŀǘƛǾŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ǘƻƭƭ ǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ 
моΣллл ōȅ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ммǘƘ нлнмΦ189 !ǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ нлнлΣ ǘƘŜ /ȊŜŎƘ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ 

                                                      
187 Authorôs own research 

188 For a more detailed analysis and sources, see: Tarant, ZbynŊk. Antisemitism in the Czech 

Republic: Understanding Current Trends. Antisemitism Studies, Vol. 4, No. 1 (Spring 2020), pp. 108-

142, DOI 10.2979/antistud.4.1.05 

189 COVID-19: PŚehled aktu§ln² situace v ĻR [Health Ministryôs official Covid-19 website], available 

at: https://onemocneni-aktualne.mzcr.cz/covid-19 [cit. 12.01.2021]. 

https://onemocneni-aktualne.mzcr.cz/covid-19
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ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƛƴŦŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǇŜǊ Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ hƴŜ ǘŜƴǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 
ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴŦŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлнмΦ 

Lǘ ǘƻƻƪ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛŎ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǾƛŘπмф ŎǊƛǎƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦƻǊƳǳƭŀǘŜŘΦ 
¢Ƙŀǘ Ƴŀȅ ǇŀǊǘƭȅ ōŜ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŀƳōƛǾŀƭŜƴǘ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜǎ ƻŦ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ȊŜŎƘ ŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛŎ ǎŎŜƴŜ 
ǾƛǎπłπǾƛǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǎǘ /Ƙƛƴŀ ŀƴŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ /ƻǾƛŘπмф Ƙŀǎ ƴƻ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
WŜǿǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǾƛǊǳǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ /Ƙƛƴŀ ŀƴŘ LǎǊŀŜƭ ǿŀǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƘŜŀǾƛƭȅ ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ 
ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ /ȊŜŎƘ ŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛŎ ǎŎŜƴŜ ƛǎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ǳƴŀƴƛƳƻǳǎ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ tǳǘƛƴΩǎ 
ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ wǳǎǎƛŀΣ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛŎ ƻǳǘƭŜǘǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭƭȅ ŀǘǘŀŎƪŜŘ 
ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ ǊŜƎƛƳŜ ǘƻ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎ190 ŀƴŘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ 
ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀƴŘƛǎǘ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎΦ !ǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛǊǳǎ ōŜƛƴƎ 
ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƻ /Ƙƛƴŀ ōȅ ά!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŀǘƘƭŜǘŜǎέ ƻǊ ŀōƻǳǘ /ƻǾƛŘπмф ŀǎ ŀ άōƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ 
ǿŜŀǇƻƴ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ ƳŀƭŜǎέ191 ǿŀǎ ŜŎƘƻŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƻǳǘƭŜǘǎΦ 

 

¢ƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎ ƛǎ ŀ όWŜǿƛǎƘύ ƘƻŀȄΣ ƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ 
WŜǿƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƻƳŜƘƻǿ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ǳ Iŀƴ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŎŜƴǘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ 
ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ .ƛƭƭ DŀǘŜǎ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ȊŜŎƘ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƛƴ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ǇǊƛƴƎΣ ŀŎŎǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳǳƭǘƛπōƛƭƭƛƻƴŀƛǊŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƻŦƛǘŜŜǊƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
ŎǊƛǎƛǎΦ aƻǊŜ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛŎ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ /ƻǾƛŘπмф ǘƻƻƪ ƻŦŦ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ 
{ǳƳƳŜǊ нлнлΣ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ϦbŜǿ ²ƻǊƭŘ hǊŘŜǊά ŎƻƴǎǇƛǊŀŎȅ ǘƘŜƻǊȅ ƛƴ 
ƛǘǎ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŦƻǊƳǎΣ ŀŎŎǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ϦDƭƻōŀƭƛǎǘǎάΣ .ƛƭŘŜǊōŜǊƎΣ DŜƻǊƎŜ {ƻǊƻǎΣ .ƛƭƭ DŀǘŜǎ ƻǊ 
ϦƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƪŀōōŀƭŀƘά ƻŦ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƛǎƛǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ϦƎƭƻōŀƭ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴά ƻǊ άƎǊŜŀǘ ǊŜǎŜǘέ 
ƻŦ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ /Ƙƛƴŀ ǿŀǎ ŀƭƭŜƎŜŘƭȅ ŎƻƴǎǇƛǊƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ wƻŎƪŜŦŜƭƭŜǊ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ 
ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ƛǘǎ ƳƻŘŜƭ ƻŦ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ192 {ƛƎƴǎ ŀŎŎǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ȊŜŎƘ 
ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ άŦǳƭŦƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ wƻŎƪŜŦŜƭƭŜǊΩǎ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ Ǉƭŀƴέ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǇƻǘǘŜŘ ƻƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ 

                                                      
190 ñCoronavirus v Ļ²nŊ nakazil jiģ pŚes 150 000 lid², mrtvĨch je skoro 25 000 a ļ²slo st§le roste! 

Telekomunikaļn² gigant Tencent pustil na nŊkolik hodin na web necenzurovan§ ļ²sla! Odv§ģnĨ ļ²nskĨ 

novin§Ś prchaj²c² pŚed ļ²nskou polici² natoļil otŚesn® video a svŊdectv² z nemocnic ve Wuhanu! Pacienti 

leģ² na chodb§ch, dokonce i pŚed z§chody, mrtv² pacienti na ģidl²ch, kteŚ² se nedoļkali v ļek§rnŊ pomoci! 

Nakaģen² lid® jsou napojeni na bomby s kysl²kem, nemocnice uģ nemaj² dalġ² m²sto, m²stn² samospr§va 

naŚizuje lidem dom§c² vŊzen², nikdo je v nemocnici uģ neoġetŚ²!ò Aenews, February 5, 2020, available at: 

https://aeronet.cz/news/video-coronavirus-v-cine-nakazil-jiz-pres-150-000-lidi -mrtvych-je-skoro-25-000-a-

cislo-stale-roste-telekomunikacni-gigant-tencent-pustil-na-nekolik-hodin-na-web-necenzurovana-cisla/ [cit. 

12.01.2021]. 

191 ñNovel Coronavirus 2019-nCov ļel² podezŚen², ģe mŢģe j²t o prototyp biotechnologick® zbranŊ 

zamŊŚen® prioritnŊ na ļ²nsk® muģe, rozumŊj ļ²nsk® voj§ky! Potvrzuje to studie 6 vĨzkumn²kŢ publikovanĨ 

na serveru americké biotechnologické laboratoŚe Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory z New Yorku! Podle 

slovensk®ho l®kaŚe mechanika viru vyvol§v§ v plic²ch nemoc ARDS, kter§ vede k ukonļov§n² procesu 

okysliļov§n² krve a ke smrti! BritskĨ ministr obrany jiģ v roce 1997 pŚedpovŊdŊl, ģe nŊkter® patogeny a 

viry by ġly pouģ²t pro vyhlazen² celĨch specifickĨch ras a etnik!ò Aenews, February 9, 2020, available at: 

https://aeronet.cz/news/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov-celi-podezreni-ze-muze-jit -o-prototyp-

biotechnologicke-zbrane-zamerene-prioritne-na-cinske-muze-rozumej-cinske-vojaky-potvrzuje-to-studie-6-

vyzkumniku-publikovany/ [cit. 12.01.2021]. 

192 ñCo na n§s chyst§ Ļ²na, pŚesnŊ podle Rockefellerova pl§nu.ò New World Order Opposition, 

February 9, 2020, available at: http://www.nwoo.org/2020/10/22/co-na-nas-chysta-cina-presne-podle-

rockefellerova-planu/ [cit. 12.01.2021]. 

https://aeronet.cz/news/video-coronavirus-v-cine-nakazil-jiz-pres-150-000-lidi-mrtvych-je-skoro-25-000-a-cislo-stale-roste-telekomunikacni-gigant-tencent-pustil-na-nekolik-hodin-na-web-necenzurovana-cisla/
https://aeronet.cz/news/video-coronavirus-v-cine-nakazil-jiz-pres-150-000-lidi-mrtvych-je-skoro-25-000-a-cislo-stale-roste-telekomunikacni-gigant-tencent-pustil-na-nekolik-hodin-na-web-necenzurovana-cisla/
https://aeronet.cz/news/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov-celi-podezreni-ze-muze-jit-o-prototyp-biotechnologicke-zbrane-zamerene-prioritne-na-cinske-muze-rozumej-cinske-vojaky-potvrzuje-to-studie-6-vyzkumniku-publikovany/
https://aeronet.cz/news/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov-celi-podezreni-ze-muze-jit-o-prototyp-biotechnologicke-zbrane-zamerene-prioritne-na-cinske-muze-rozumej-cinske-vojaky-potvrzuje-to-studie-6-vyzkumniku-publikovany/
https://aeronet.cz/news/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov-celi-podezreni-ze-muze-jit-o-prototyp-biotechnologicke-zbrane-zamerene-prioritne-na-cinske-muze-rozumej-cinske-vojaky-potvrzuje-to-studie-6-vyzkumniku-publikovany/
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мтǘƘΣ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ƛƴ tǊŀƎǳŜΦ193 hŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴǘƛπWŜǿƛǎƘ 
ǎƭǳǊǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ƘƻƻƭƛƎŀƴǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘǎΣ {ǳŎƘ ŀǎ άƎŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
WŜǿǎΗέ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘ ƻƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нуΣ нлнлΣ194 ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘΣ ŦƻǊŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
Ǌƛƻǘ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ǘƻ ŘƛǎǇŜǊǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǿŘΦ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŀǊōȅ WŜǿƛǎƘ ƭŀƴŘƳŀǊƪǎ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ōŜ Ǉǳǘ 
ƻƴ ƘƛƎƘ ŀƭŜǊǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ 

²ƘŜƴ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇǊƻƳƛǎƛƴƎ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜǎ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ǇǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
!ǳǘǳƳƴ ƻŦ нлнлΣ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎπ 
ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀƴǘƛπǾŀȄȄŜǊ όŀƴǘƛπǾŀŎŎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴύ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛŎ ǎŎŜƴŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ 
ǘƛƳŜ ŘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ wǳǎǎƛŀ Ƙŀǎ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ ¢ǊŀŎŜǎ 
ƻŦ ǎƳŜŀǊ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ tŦƛȊŜǊ ŀƴŘ aƻŘŜǊƴŀ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ 
ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƭƭŜƎŜŘ ŘŀƴƎŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭΦ !ǘ ǎƻƳŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ 
ŜȄǇƭƛŎƛǘƭȅ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ WŜǿƛǎƘ ƛƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ WŜǿƛǎƘ ǎŎƘŜƳŜ ǘƻ Ǉƻƛǎƻƴ ƻǊ ǎǘŜǊƛƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ 
ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ Lƴ ŀƴ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ŎƛǊŎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜǎΣ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇƘŀǊƳŀŎŜǳǘƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǊǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ LD CŀǊōŜƴ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜŘ /ȅŎƭƻƴŜ . ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ bŀȊƛ ƎŜƴƻŎƛŘŜ ƻŦ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ 
WŜǿǊȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά±ŀŎŎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ Dŀǎ /ƘŀƳōŜǊǎέΦ195  aŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘ ǿŀǎ ŀōǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƛƴƻŎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ 
¸Ŝƭƭƻǿ {ǘŀǊǎ ƻŦ 5ŀǾƛŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƛƴǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ άƴƻǘ ƛƴƻŎǳƭŀǘŜŘέΦ196 !ƴ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎȅƳōƻƭ ǿŀǎ 
ǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǇƻǎǘŜǊǎ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘƛƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭƻǿ ƻƴƭȅ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŀǘŜŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ƛƴǘƻ 
ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ς ŀ Ǉƭŀƴ ŘǳōōŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƛǘƛŎǎ ŀǎ άǾŀŎŎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ 
ŀǇŀǊǘƘŜƛŘέΦ197 ¢ƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ȅŜƭƭƻǿ ǎǘŀǊǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ 
ǘǊƛƎƎŜǊŜŘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴπǿƛŘŜ ŎƻƴŘŜƳƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƛŀƴǎΣ ǘƘŜ WŜǿƛǎƘ 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ ŜƳōŀǎǎȅΦ hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎȅƳōƻƭ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ 
ǇǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ άǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƛƴƻŎǳƭŀǘŜŘΣ ǎǳŦŦŜǊ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘέΣ 
Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ǎŀǿ ŀǎ ǎŜƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ π ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŦŀƛƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴƻŎƛŘŀƭ 
ŘƛƳŜƴǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘ ƻǊ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ŀōǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƻ ƛǘΦ198 

                                                      
193 Ļesk§ televize, November 17, 2020, https://ct24.ceskatelevize.cz/domaci/3227422-lide-si-

pripominaji-17-listopad-hromadne-akce-ale-nebudou [cit. 12.01.2021]. Confirmed by testimony from 

independent source. 

194 Personal observation 

195 Vakcinace jako novodobé plynové komory, Czech Free Press, December 12, 2020, available at: 

https://www.czechfreepress.cz/dalsi-blogy/vakcinace-jako-novodobe-plynove-komory.html [cit. 

12.01.2021] 

196 NovotnĨ a Pekarov§ se ostŚe pustili do odpŢrcŢ oļkov§n² se ģlutou hvŊzdou, CNN Prima News 

January 9, 2021, available at: utm_source=www.seznam.cz&utm_medium=sekce-z-

internetu#dop_ab_variant=0&dop_req_id=dNapHCkxZJS-

202101091010&dop_source_zone_name=hpfeed.sznhp.box [cit. 12.01.2021] 

197 ñřeknŊme NE nucen®mu oļkov§n² proti koronaviruò, N§rodn² demokracie January 1, 2021, 

available at: https://narodnidemokracie.cz/rekneme-ne-nucenemu-ockovani-proti-koronaviru/ [cit. 

12.01.2021] 

198 ñNeoļkovan² trp² jako Ģid® za holokaustu, Ś²k§ ģena, kter§ pŚiġla na protest s hvŊzdouò, 

Aktu§lnŊ.cz January 11, 2021, available at: https://zpravy.aktualne.cz/domaci/odvolana-liberecka-

ombudsmanka-se-haji-na-socialnich-sitich/r~194e9254540211eb9c800cc47ab5f122/ [cit. 12.01.2021] 
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¦ǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦŀƳƻǳǎ άWŜǿƛǎƘ aŜǊŎƘŀƴǘέ ƳŜƳŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǘŜƳǇƭŀǘŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƴŜƻπbŀȊƛ ȅƻǳǘƘ 
ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ 5ŠƭƴƛŎƪł ƳƭłŘŜȌ ό²ƻǊƪŜǊǎΩ ̧ƻǳǘƘύ ǘǿŜŜǘŜŘ ŀƴ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǎǘŜǊŜƻǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ WŜǿΣ 
ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎȅǊƛƴƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƘŀƴŘΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ŀ ƪƴƛŦŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΥ άƎŜǘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƛƴƻŎǳƭŀǘŜŘέΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘǿŜŜǘ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ƎŜǘ 
ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƛƴƻŎǳƭŀǘŜŘΣ ƴƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ǝƭƻōŀƭƛǎǘ ōŀǎǘŀǊŘǎ ǎŀȅέΦ199 ! ǿŜŜƪ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ 
ƴŜƻπbŀȊƛ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǘǿŜŜǘŜŘ ŀƴ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƻŦ ŀ WŜǿ ǎǘŜǊƛƭƛȊƛƴƎ ŀƴ !Ǌȅŀƴ ǿƻƳŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ 
ƛƴƧŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ200 ²ƘƛƭŜ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘǿŜŜǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ƳŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǊƛŘƛŎǳƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƴǘƛπbŀȊƛ ƧƻƪŜǎΣ  
ǘƘŜȅ Ƴŀȅ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǘƻ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ǿƻǊǊȅƛƴƎ ǘǊŜƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳōƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ ŀƴǘƛπ
ǾŀȄȄŜǊΩǎ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƴ ƻƭŘŜǊ ŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛŎ ƳȅǘƘ ŀōƻǳǘ 
WŜǿǎ ǇƻƛǎƻƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŜƭƭǎ ƻǊ WŜǿƛǎƘ ŘƻŎǘƻǊǎ ǎǇǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜǎΦ !ǎ ǎǳŎƘΣ ƛǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀ 
ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ŦƻǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ 

France / Riva Mane 

50 Percent Decrease in Incidents  

The number of antisemitic incidents recorded in France in 2020 by the Jewish Community 
Security Service in France (SPCJ), has declined by 50 percent compared to 2019201. 
Physical assaults however remained almost unchanged from 2019, despite the 
nationwide lockdowns during the coronavirus pandemic and the decrease of activity in 
the Jewish community. 

¶ 339 antisemitic incidents were recorded in 2020, significantly lower than the 687 
in 2019 and 541 in 2018, and similar to the figures for 2016 (335 incidents) and 
2017 (311). 

¶ The number of physical assaults remained almost unchanged, with 44 assaults in 
2020 compared to 45 in 2019, despite three and a half months of COVID-19 
lockdowns and restrictions as well as the significantly lower activity in Jewish 
institutions. 

¶ The decrease in antisemitic incidents was mainly noted in acts of vandalism, 
graffiti, insults and hate-mail (as opposed to virtual email). 

Antisemitic Discourse in 2020 

As the SPCJ also noted, antisemitic activity continued to thrive in 2020 ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άƴŜŀǊƭȅ 
ƭŀǿƭŜǎǎ LƴǘŜǊƴŜǘέ, where disseminators of antisemitic contents could operate with 
impunity. The boundaries of online antisemitic rhetoric were stretched further, mainly 
through: 

                                                      
199 ñMy se proti onemocnŊn² COVID-19 oļkovat nenech§me! AŠ si n§s ty globalistiļt² bastardi 

vyd²raj², jak chtŊj²!ò Twitter of ñ@DMladezò. December 17, 2020 (12:04 AM) 

200 ñZ§leģ² jen na n§s, jestli se to stane skuteļnost²!!!ò Twitter of ñ@DMladezò. December 29, 2020 

(9:23 AM) 

201 https://www.antisemitisme.fr/dl/2020-CP-FR.pdf. 

https://www.antisemitisme.fr/dl/2020-CP-FR.pdf
https://www.antisemitisme.fr/dl/2020-CP-FR.pdf
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¶ A wave of coronavirus-related conspiracy theories linking Jews to the outbreak of 
the pandemic. 

¶ A surge of antisemitic remarks on social media after the runner-up to "Miss France 
2021" revealed her Israeli background on French television during the Miss France 
beauty pageant. 

According to a survey from February 2021 on "The Perception of Antisemitism in 
France",202 carried out by the IPSOS institute and commissioned by the CRIF:203 

¶ At least 74 percent of French citizens believe that antisemitism is a widespread 
phenomenon in France. 

¶ 56 percent also believe that antisemitism is more severe today than a decade ago. 

¶ 88 percent of those polled believe that the fight against antisemitism in 
France should be a priority for public authorities. 

Violent Attacks despite Lockdowns  

The decline in the overall number of antisemitic incidents in France may be attributed to 
the strict lockdowns204 and restrictions on movement imposed by the French government 
to contain the Covid-19 pandemic. As a result of the restrictions there was a decrease in 
antisemitic activity directed against Jewish institutions, which were also subject to the 
government's restrictive measures. Nevertheless, despite the overall decline in incidents, 
the lockdowns and restrictions did not lead to a similar decrease in violent antisemitic 
attacks, which remained similar to the previous year. 

Major incidents 

One major incident of physical violence occurred in August 2020, when a 29-year-old man 
ǿŀǎ ōǊǳǘŀƭƭȅ ōŜŀǘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀ άŘƛǊǘȅ WŜǿέ ōȅ ǘǿƻ ƳŜƴ ǿƘƻ ƭŜŦǘ ƘƛƳ ǳƴŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎ ƛƴ the 
elevator of a Paris building205. In another August incident, the neighbor of a Paris 
synagogue ǎƳŀǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎȅƴŀƎƻƎǳŜΩǎ ƳŜȊǳȊŀƘ ǘƻ άǊŜǎǘƻǊŜ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ƴŜǳǘǊŀƭƛǘȅέ as the 
perpetrator later explained.206 In July, dozens of gravestones were vandalized in the 
DǊǳƛǎǎŀƴ ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ǳŘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǿŀǎǘƛƪŀǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ά5ŜŀǘƘ ǘƻ WŜǿǎέ ŀƴŘ 

                                                      
202 http://www.crif.org/fr/content/crif -la-perception-de-lantis%C3%A9mitisme-en-france-5-chiffres-

%C3%A0-retenir-sondage. 

203 CRIF ï The umbrella organization for Jewish institutions in France (Conseil Représentatif des 

Institutions juives de France). 

204 Due to the Covid-19 pandemic in 2020, the French government declared a national lockdown from 

Mid-March to May 11 and a second national lockdown from October 30 to December 15, followed by a 

nightly curfew.  

205 https://www.jta.org/quick-reads/jewish-man-called-dirty-jew-and-beaten-unconscious-in-paris-

elevator. 

206 https://www.timesofisrael.com/paris-synagogue-neighbor-smashes-mezuzah-to-restore-religious-

neutrality/. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1p36SY9Vi5voTRhPifS9vzzHEoyTHJQbY/view
http://www.crif.org/fr/content/crif-la-perception-de-lantis%C3%A9mitisme-en-france-5-chiffres-%C3%A0-retenir-sondage
http://www.crif.org/fr/content/crif-la-perception-de-lantis%C3%A9mitisme-en-france-5-chiffres-%C3%A0-retenir-sondage
http://www.crif.org/fr/content/crif-la-perception-de-lantis%C3%A9mitisme-en-france-5-chiffres-%C3%A0-retenir-sondage
https://www.jta.org/quick-reads/jewish-man-called-dirty-jew-and-beaten-unconscious-in-paris-elevator
https://www.jta.org/quick-reads/jewish-man-called-dirty-jew-and-beaten-unconscious-in-paris-elevator
https://www.timesofisrael.com/paris-synagogue-neighbor-smashes-mezuzah-to-restore-religious-neutrality/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/paris-synagogue-neighbor-smashes-mezuzah-to-restore-religious-neutrality/
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ά5ŜŀǘƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ CǊŜƴŎƘέ207. In August a Jewish graffiti artist wearing a T-shirt reading 
"Israel" was assaulted in Strasbourg by a group of men who yelled, "You are a Jew, you 
have no place here" and spray-painted a graffiti reading, "no Jews allowed". One 
perpetrator was sentenced to six months in prison for a hate crime and vandalism208. In 
October, a kosher restaurant in Paris was ransacked and vandalized with swastikas and 
ǘƘŜ ǎƭƻƎŀƴǎ άIƛǘƭŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǊƛƎƘǘΣέ άWŜǿƛǎƘ ƘƻƳƻǎΣέ άWŜǿǎ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǘέ ŀƴŘ άCǊŜŜ tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴŜέΦ209 In 
December four individuals violently attacked a Jewish family in their car in Aubervilliers 
(near Paris), shaking the vehicle while smashing glass bottles and yelling antisemitic slurs, 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ άFψψψ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎέ210. 

Online Antisemitism 

The Internet continues to serve as a major platform for the proliferation of antisemitic 
insults, threats, hate-mail and conspiracy theories. The antisemitic discourse online 
reflects the society and rhetoric of the real world, but at times also creates it, 
transcending the virtual boundaries and materializing into antisemitic incidents in reality. 

Coronavirus and online antisemitism 

The outbreak of the global coronavirus crisis sparked a wave of disease-related conspiracy 
theories online211 which accounted for much of the recorded online antisemitism. Such 
theories, propagated mainly by French far-right activists212, were in some views 
reminiscent of antisemitic medieval libels during epidemics like the Black Death plague213. 
With millions of people under lockdown in their homes, antisemitic activists could 
disseminate their theories to a large captive audience. One example was a caricature 
showing former health Minister Agnès Buzyn, who is Jewish, pouring poison into a 
well214,which was shared in French social media tens of thousands of times. Another viral 
image depicted Buzyn as the "happy merchant"215, an antisemitic caricature of a grinning 
Jewish man rubbing his palms together. Yet another widely shared video accused Buzyn 

                                                      
207 https://france3-regions.francetvinfo.fr/occitanie/aude/cimetiere-gruissan-vandalise-vingtaine-tombes-

taguee-croix-gammees-1853112.html. 

208 https://fr.timesofisrael.com/strasbourg-un-suspect-interpelle-apres-une-agression-et-des-tags-

antisemites/. 

209 https://www.jta.org/quick-reads/paris-kosher-restaurant-torn-apart-and-vandalized-with-anti-semitic-

graffiti. 

210 https://www.algemeiner.com/2020/12/18/french-cops-arrest-perpetrators-of-violent-assault-on-jewish-

family-singing-hanukkah-songs-in-their-car/. 

 

211 https://www.voici.fr/news-people/actu-people/agnes-buzyn-et-son-compagnon-yves-levy-victimes-

dodieuses-attaques-antisemites-677445. 

212 https://www.nouvelobs.com/coronavirus-de-wuhan/20200405.OBS27077/tribune-racisme-et-

antisemitisme-en-temps-de-covid-19.html. 

213 https://www.nouvelobs.com/coronavirus-de-wuhan/20200405.OBS27077/tribune-racisme-et-

antisemitisme-en-temps-de-covid-19.html. 

214 https://www.lemondejuif.info/2020/03/haine-du-juif -sur-internet-agnes-buzyn-victime-dodieuses-

caricatures-antisemites/. 

215 https://twitter.com/dr_l_alexandre/status/1243216703204536320. 

https://france3-regions.francetvinfo.fr/occitanie/aude/cimetiere-gruissan-vandalise-vingtaine-tombes-taguee-croix-gammees-1853112.html
https://france3-regions.francetvinfo.fr/occitanie/aude/cimetiere-gruissan-vandalise-vingtaine-tombes-taguee-croix-gammees-1853112.html
https://fr.timesofisrael.com/strasbourg-un-suspect-interpelle-apres-une-agression-et-des-tags-antisemites/
https://fr.timesofisrael.com/strasbourg-un-suspect-interpelle-apres-une-agression-et-des-tags-antisemites/
https://www.jta.org/quick-reads/paris-kosher-restaurant-torn-apart-and-vandalized-with-anti-semitic-graffiti
https://www.jta.org/quick-reads/paris-kosher-restaurant-torn-apart-and-vandalized-with-anti-semitic-graffiti
https://www.algemeiner.com/2020/12/18/french-cops-arrest-perpetrators-of-violent-assault-on-jewish-family-singing-hanukkah-songs-in-their-car/
https://www.algemeiner.com/2020/12/18/french-cops-arrest-perpetrators-of-violent-assault-on-jewish-family-singing-hanukkah-songs-in-their-car/
https://www.voici.fr/news-people/actu-people/agnes-buzyn-et-son-compagnon-yves-levy-victimes-dodieuses-attaques-antisemites-677445
https://www.voici.fr/news-people/actu-people/agnes-buzyn-et-son-compagnon-yves-levy-victimes-dodieuses-attaques-antisemites-677445
https://www.nouvelobs.com/coronavirus-de-wuhan/20200405.OBS27077/tribune-racisme-et-antisemitisme-en-temps-de-covid-19.html
https://www.nouvelobs.com/coronavirus-de-wuhan/20200405.OBS27077/tribune-racisme-et-antisemitisme-en-temps-de-covid-19.html
https://www.nouvelobs.com/coronavirus-de-wuhan/20200405.OBS27077/tribune-racisme-et-antisemitisme-en-temps-de-covid-19.html
https://www.nouvelobs.com/coronavirus-de-wuhan/20200405.OBS27077/tribune-racisme-et-antisemitisme-en-temps-de-covid-19.html
https://www.nouvelobs.com/coronavirus-de-wuhan/20200405.OBS27077/tribune-racisme-et-antisemitisme-en-temps-de-covid-19.html
https://www.lemondejuif.info/2020/03/haine-du-juif-sur-internet-agnes-buzyn-victime-dodieuses-caricatures-antisemites/
https://www.lemondejuif.info/2020/03/haine-du-juif-sur-internet-agnes-buzyn-victime-dodieuses-caricatures-antisemites/
https://twitter.com/dr_l_alexandre/status/1243216703204536320
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and her husband, Yves Levy, a professor of clinical immunology and former CEO of 
INSERM (the French National Institute of Health and Medical Research), who is also 
Jewish, of withholding chloroquine (a possible Coronavirus antidote) from the French 
public for financial gain.216 The video received 170,000 views on YouTube before being 
deleted. Alain Soral, a Holocaust denier convicted of antisemitism, said in a YouTube video 
watched by 406,000 viewers, that the coronavirus is being used by "the luminary 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊōƛŘŘŜƴ ǘƻ ƴŀƳŜέ ώǘƘŀǘϐ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŎŀǎƘ ƛƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
French to weaken French people by the sheer weight of the death toll"217. The antisemitic 
CǊŜƴŎƘ ŎƻƳŜŘƛŀƴ 5ƛŜǳŘƻƴƴŜ aΩōŀƭŀ aΩōŀƭŀ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛŎ ǘƘŜƻǊƛŜǎ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ 
YouTube channel, and one post about the virus received 410,000 views. CRIF historian 
Marc Knobel has observed that the French "anti-Semites have adopted the virus as a 
theme to push their message to a large, frightened and angry audience."218  

Jewish Figures Targeted on Social Media 

In September Jewish TV host Valerie Benaim received a flood of antisemitic messages and 
threats on social media following her harsh criticism of Freeze Corleone, a French rapper 
who had been criticized for antisemitism, conspiracy theories and apologies for the 
Holocaust. One social media user later attempted to physically attack Benaim at the Paris 
TV station, making death threats and antisemitic remarks. The man, who is mentally 
deranged, was convicted and given a suspended two-month prison sentence219.  

A wave of antisemitic threats, insults and remarks were sent in December on the social 
media to the runner-up to "Miss France 2021", after she revealed her father's Israeli 
origins on French television during the Miss France beauty pageant220. Both LICRA and 
Interior Minister Gérald Darmanin announced legal action would be taken against the 
individuals who had sent the messages.  

Lƴ aŀȅ ǘƘŜ ¢ǿƛǘǘŜǊ ƘŀǎƘǘŀƎ ІǎƛƧŜǘŀƛǘǳƴƧǳƛŦ όϦLŦ L ǿŜǊŜ ŀ WŜǿϦύ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ¢ǿƛǘǘŜǊΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ 
trending topics list in France with 2000 tweets using the hashtag, mostly attached to 
antisemitic remarks or jokes about the Holocaust.221 The hashtag was condemned by the 
BNVCA, LICRA222, the Union of French Jewish Students and philosopher Bernard Henri 
Levi. 

                                                      
216 https://www.franceinter.fr/caricatures-complot-liste-de-noms-le-coronavirus-engendre-des-attaques-

antisemites-sur-le-web. 

217 https://www.jta.org/2020/04/02/global/an-unwanted-symptom-of-the-coronavirus-crisis-in-france-anti-

semitic-conspiracy-theories. 

218 https://www.nouvelobs.com/coronavirus-de-wuhan/20200405.OBS27077/tribune-racisme-et-

antisemitisme-en-temps-de-covid-19.html. 

219https://www.leparisien.fr/hauts-de-seine-92/un-homme-condamne-apres-des-insultes-antisemites-

contre-la-chroniqueuse-de-c8-valerie-benaim-29-12-2020-8416541.php. 

220 https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-55389153. 

221 https://www.newsweek.com/twitter-polices-us-political-ads-anti-semitic-hashtag-trends-france-

1505078. 

222 National Bureau for Vigilance against Antisemitism and International League against Racism and 

Antisemitism. 
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Holocaust Education and Holocaust Denial Online 

A survey conducted in September 2020 by IFOP on "Attitudes towards the Holocaust 
among Students"223, for the UEJF and French newspaper JDD224, revealed the extent of 
antisemitic discourse among youngsters and the influence of online Holocaust denial, 
propagated mainly through Youtube and Facebook: 

¶ 10 percent of the students questioned said it was impossible to teach the 
Holocaust in the classroom. 

¶ 20 percent had encountered one or more students who questioned the 
occurrence of the Holocaust. 

¶ 29 percent said they had read or viewed content questioning the 
occurrence of the Holocaust. 

¶ 57 percent have learned about Holocaust denial theories on Youtube and 
40 percent on Facebook. 

However, the survey also revealed encouraging developments about Holocaust 
education: 

¶ Some 87 percent of the students questioned said they had heard about 
the Holocaust. 

¶ 95 percent had heard about the gas chambers. 

¶ 80 percent had learned about the Holocaust at school. 

Some 68 percent of the students questioned said they knew about the Vel'd'Hiv Roundup 
of Jews for deportation to Nazi concentration camps, whereas in 2012 only a third had 
heard about it. 

Islamic extremism ς a threat to the Jewish community and to FǊŀƴŎŜΩs secularism 

Islamic extremism in France is increasingly perceived as a common threat to both the 
French Republic as a whole and the safety and wellbeing of the Jewish community in 
France. The clash between Islamist ideas with the values of secularism (or laïcité) and free 
speech have led President Emmanuel Macron and his centrist government to declare "a 
war against radical Islam" in defense of secularism.  

In late September, following a stabbing attack by an alleged Pakistani Islamic terrorist225 
at the former headquarters of the satirical magazine Charlie Hebdo, Interior Minister 
Gerald Darmanin visited the Boulogne-Billancourt synagogue outside Paris to announce 
that he had ordered extra protection of 7000 police and soldiers226 during the Yom Kippur 

                                                      
223 https://www.ifop.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/11756220-20Rapport.pdf. 

224 UEJF - Jewish Students Union of France and the newspaper; JDD Journal du Dimanche. 

225 https://www.reuters.com/article/france-security-paris-int-idUSKCN26G1NT. 

226 https://www.haaretz.com/world-news/europe/french-minister-vows-to-protect-jewish-community-

after-paris-stabbing-1.9190025. 
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services: ϦώΧϐ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǿǎ ŀǊŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǘŀǊƎŜǘŜŘ ōȅ LǎƭŀƳƛǎǘ ŀǘǘŀŎƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ 
ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜƳέΦ227  

The stabbing attack coincided with the ongoing trial228 of the fourteen suspected 
ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŧŀǘŀƭ LǎƭŀƳƛŎ ŀǘǘŀŎƪǎ ƻƴ /ƘŀǊƭƛŜ IŜōŘƻΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƪƻǎƘŜǊ 
supermarket in 2015.229 The suspect in the stabbing was reportedly targeting Charlie 
Hebdo magazine after it recently republished caricatures of the Prophet Muhammad.230 
Following the attack Darmanin said on Twitter, "We are still at war against Islamist 
terrorism".231 

In October, tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ aŀŎǊƻƴ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ŀ ŎǊŀŎƪŘƻǿƴ ƻƴ άLǎƭŀƳƛǎǘ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘƛǎƳέ, only 
days before a Muslim extremist brutally decapitated Samuel Paty, a school history 
teacher, after he displayed cartoons of the Prophet Muhammad in a class on free speech. 
The Jewish organizations CRIF and BNVCA applauded Macron's declaration232 and 
following Paty's murder urged their members to join the massive rallies across France in 
memory of Samuel Paty, advocating freedom of expression, and also calling for a proper 
response to tƘŜ άŜǎŎŀƭŀǘƛƴƎ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ LǎƭŀƳƛǎǘ ŀǘǘŀŎƪǎϦΦ233 

[ŜƎŀƭ wŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎΩ Actions 

Prosecution of Far-Right Activists and Holocaust Deniers 
Facebook and Instagram permanently ban Dieudonné 

The Facebook and Instagram social networks announced in August that they had banned 
ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǘǊƻǾŜǊǎƛŀƭ ŎƻƳŜŘƛŀƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǾƛŎǘŜŘ IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘ ŘŜƴƛŜǊ 5ƛŜǳŘƻƴƴŞ aΩōŀƭŀ 
aΩōŀƭŀΣ ŦƻǊ ǎǇǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ that mocked Holocaust victims234 and for using 
"dehumanizing terms against Jews". The statement also said that, "in accordance with 
our policy on dangerous individuals and organizations, we have permanently banned 
Dieudonne [from both networks]".  

                                                      
227 https://www.lefigaro.fr/actualite-france/nous-sommes-en-guerre-contre-le-terrorisme-islamiste-

affirme-gerald-darmanin-20200927. 

228 https://www.timesofisrael.com/verdict-due-in-paris-trial-of-accomplices-in-charlie-hebdo-kosher-

store-attacks/. 

229 In January 2015 Islamic terrorists carried out a coordinated attack in Paris, killing 12 people at the 

Charlie Hebdo magazine after it had published cartoons depicting the Muslim prophet Muhammad. The 

terrorist Amédy Coulibaly killed a police officer and four Jews in the Hyper Cacher supermarket two days 

later. 

230 https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-54307820. 

231 https://www.reuters.com/article/france-security-paris-int-idUSKCN26G1NT. 

232 https://www.timesofisrael.com/most-jews-back-french-crackdown-on-radical-islam-targeting-

religious-activities/. 

233 https://www.timesofisrael.com/thousands-rally-in-france-after-teachers-beheading-shocks-country/. 

234 https://www.lemonde.fr/pixels/article/2020/08/03/facebook-interdit-a-dieudonne-toute-presence-sur-

facebook-et-instagram_6048019_4408996.html.  

https://www.lefigaro.fr/actualite-france/nous-sommes-en-guerre-contre-le-terrorisme-islamiste-affirme-gerald-darmanin-20200927
https://www.lefigaro.fr/actualite-france/nous-sommes-en-guerre-contre-le-terrorisme-islamiste-affirme-gerald-darmanin-20200927
https://www.timesofisrael.com/verdict-due-in-paris-trial-of-accomplices-in-charlie-hebdo-kosher-store-attacks/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/verdict-due-in-paris-trial-of-accomplices-in-charlie-hebdo-kosher-store-attacks/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-54307820
https://www.reuters.com/article/france-security-paris-int-idUSKCN26G1NT
https://www.timesofisrael.com/most-jews-back-french-crackdown-on-radical-islam-targeting-religious-activities/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/most-jews-back-french-crackdown-on-radical-islam-targeting-religious-activities/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/thousands-rally-in-france-after-teachers-beheading-shocks-country/
https://www.lemonde.fr/pixels/article/2020/08/03/facebook-interdit-a-dieudonne-toute-presence-sur-facebook-et-instagram_6048019_4408996.html
https://www.lemonde.fr/pixels/article/2020/08/03/facebook-interdit-a-dieudonne-toute-presence-sur-facebook-et-instagram_6048019_4408996.html


 

 110 

 

Earlier in May CRIF235 announced that it had filed a lawsuit against Dieudonné for two 
videos he had posted on his YouTube channel, one featuring Holocaust denier Robert 
Faurisson together with the late Jewish politician Simone Veil and the other mocking 
Jewish figures and organizations236. 

Dieudonné convicted and fined for mocking Holocaust 

Dieudonné was sentenced in September to a fine of 10,000 euros for having made racist 
remarks in Ƙƛǎ ǎƘƻǿ ά¢ƘŜ .ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ vǳŜƴŜƭƭŜǎέ in June 2017.  The court ruled that the 
ǘŜǊƳ άYǊŀƪƻǿ ǇŀƧŀƳŀǎ ƎŀƎέΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ 5ƛŜǳŘƻƴƴŞ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǎƘƻǿ ƛƴ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘŦƛǘ 
worn by the Jewish deportees in the !ǳǎŎƘǿƛǘȊ bŀȊƛ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŎŀƳǇΣ ǿŀǎ άƻŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǘƻ WŜǿƛǎƘ 
ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘέΦ  

Alain Soral Arrested for online antisemitic conspiracy theories 

In July, police arrested the far-right Holocaust denier Alain Soral, for incitement to hatred 
against Jews and actions that "endanger the fundamental interests of the republic".237 
The arrest was in connection with his website, "Equality and Reconciliation" in which he 
had propagated antisemitic conspiracy theories. Soral has previously been sentenced to 
imprisonment for incitement to racial hatred and Holocaust denial but has so far avoided 
prison by appealing his convictions. 

Soral Fined for two cases of online Antisemitism 

The Paris Court of Appeal sentenced Alain Soral's Kontre Kulture publishing house in 
September, to pay 134,400 euros to LICRA238, for putting the antisemitic book from 1892 
"Le Salut par les juifs" ("Salvation by the Jews") by Léon Bloy back on sale on his website 
"Equality and Reconciliation", contrary to a court decision.239 In another case, the Paris 
Criminal Court imposed on Alain Soral a fine of 5,400 euros for blaming the Jews for the 
Notre-Dame de Paris fire in 2019, also on his website. He was convicted for incitement to 
hatred on basis of religion.  

Far-right activist Hervé Lalin received a prison sentence for online antisemitism and 
Holocaust denial 

In September a Paris court sentenced the far-right activist and Holocaust denier Hervé 
Lalin (a.k.a Hervé Ryssen) to 17 months in prison for inciting hatred against Jews online, 
Holocaust denial, antisemitic insults and defamation240. The court convicted Lalin for a 
series of antisemitic postings on Facebook and Twitter, and for his 2018 YouTube video 

                                                      
235 CRIF - Representative Council of French Jewish Institutions the umbrella organization of Jewish 

institutions in France. 

236 http://www.crif.org/en/actualites/crif-crif-files-lawsuit-against-french-polemist-dieudonne 

237 https://www.lemonde.fr/societe/article/2020/07/29/le-polemiste-d-extreme-droite-alain-soral-

interpelle-et-place-en-garde-a-vue-a-paris_6047641_3224.html. 

238 International League against Racism and Antisemitism. 

239https://www.lemonde.fr/police-justice/article/2020/09/25/alain-soral-condamne-a-payer-134-400-euros-

a-la-ligue-contre-le-racisme-et-l-antisemitisme_6053567_1653578.html. 

240 https://www.leparisien.fr/faits-divers/le-negationniste-ryssen-incarcere-apres-plusieurs-condamnations-

pour-des-propos-antisemites-20-09-2020-8388189.php. 
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called "The Jews, Incest and Hysteria" τ in which he attacked Jews as a "people of incest". 
He was also convicted for Holocaust denial in passages of a book he had published in 2018 
entitled "Antisemitism without Complexity or Taboo". 

Rapper Freeze Corleone facing criminal chargeds for antisemitism and Holocaust denial 

CǊŀƴŎŜΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ DŜǊŀƭŘ 5ŀǊƳŀƴƛƴ ŎƻƴŘŜƳƴŜŘ CǊŜƴŎƘ ǊŀǇǇŜǊ Freeze Corleone in 
September for his "unspeakable antisemitism and negationism [Holocaust Denial]" 
confirming that his ministry would take legal action, and calling on the Twitter and 
Facebook networks "not to spread this filth".241 In addition, fifty members of the French 
ǇŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ WǳǎǘƛŎŜ ŘŜƳŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŀǇǇŜǊΩǎ ǇǊƻǎŜŎǳǘƛƻƴΣ and 
former cabinet minister Christophe Castaner said that he had referred the case to the 
tŀǊƛǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇǊƻǎŜŎǳǘƻǊΦ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ [L/w!Σ CǊŜŜȊŜ /ƻǊƭŜƻƴŜΩǎ ŘŜōǳǘ ŀlbum "The 
Phantom Menace", was replete with "antisemitism, conspiracy theories, and apologies 
for Hitler, the Third Reich and [Afghan Taliban commander] Mullah Omar". Corleone's 
album, which reached number three in French charts after its release in September, 
included the lyrics: "F_k the Shoah (Holocaust)!", "I arrive determined like Adolf in the 
1930s," and "Every day I f_k Israel like I live in Gaza." 

Appeals in trials on the murders of Mireille Knoll and Sarah Halimi 

Outrage over "Not Criminally Responsible" Verdict in Sarah Halimi Trial 

Hundreds of members of the French Jewish community and their supporters 
demonstrated in January against the Paris Appeals Court's ruling which upheld the 
decision that Kobili Traore, a Muslim man who brutally killed his elderly Jewish neighbor 
Sarah Halimi in 2017, would not stand trial because he was "not criminally responsible" 
for his actions.242 Traore threw Halimi out the window of her Paris apartment while 
shouting "Allahu Akhbar," ("God is greatest" in Arabic). The court stated that Traore's 
judgment was impaired by heavy consumption of cannabis, which aggravated an existing 
mental condition. It also said Traore "does appear to have voluntarily ended the life of 
Sarah Halimi" and retained the aggravated element of a hate crime in the indictment 
against Traore. 

¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǎǇŀǊƪŜŘ ƻǳǘǊŀƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ WŜǿƛǎƘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ243 and wider French public 
ŀƴŘ /wLCΩǎ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ YŀƭƛŦŀǘ wrote in an open letter to the Attorney General: άLǎ 
an antisemitic crime the only crime that is excused by the judiciary because of massive 
drug-taking, whereas in all other crimes the judiciary would consider that to be an 
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ŀƎƎǊŀǾŀǘƛƴƎ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜΚέ244 President Emmanuel Macron also expressed his support 
for putting Traore on trial, but was rebuked by senior judicial officials. 

French court rejects killers' appeal and retains antisemitic nature of Mireille Knoll's 
murder  

In November the Paris Court of Appeals retained the antisemitic nature of the murder of 
Mireille Knoll245, an 85-year-old Holocaust survivor who was robbed and stabbed to death 
in her Paris apartment in 2018. The two men charged with the murder, Alex Carrimbacus 
and Yacine Mihoub, had appealed the previous court's decision arguing that the 
accusation of antisemitism had been "fabricated".246 The court rejected their plea based 
on statements by Carrimbacus who told police that Yacine Mihoub justified the attack on 
Yƴƻƭƭ ōȅ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ άWŜǿǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻƴŜȅΦέ247  

According to Le Figaro newspaper Mihoub was "compulsively addicted to antisemitic 
websites and a staunch defender of Hamas"248. A police investigation established that he 
was attracted to Islamist ideas, had praised the terrorist attack on Charlie Hebdo 
magazine in 2015, and had ȅŜƭƭŜŘ ά!ƭƭŀƘǳ !ƪōŀǊέ όάDƻŘ ƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘέ ƛƴ !Ǌabic) while 
stabbing Knoll249. 

Controversial Anti-Racism Movement and Jean-Luc Melenchon's Remarks 

Antisemitic Slogans in BLM Demonstration for Adama Traoré 

Paris police opened an investigation in June, after some protesters were heard shouting 
άŘƛǊǘȅ WŜǿǎέ250 at an anti-racism demonstration held in Paris in Place de la Republique, in 
memory of Adama Traoré, a black man who died in police custody there in 2016.251 The 
protest for Traoré was part of the international BLM movement (Black Lives Matter) 
against racism and police violence, which originated in the United States and gained 
momentum following the killing of George Floyd by the police. The chants began after 
counter-protesters from the far-right movement Génération Identitaire 252 waved a 
banner reading "Justice for victims of anti-white crimes". 

                                                      
244 http://www.crif.org/fr/actualites/crif-lettre-ouverte-du-president-du-crif-francis-kalifat-madame-la-

procureure-generale-pres-la-cour-dappel-de-paris. 

245 https://www.lepoint.fr/justice/mireille-knoll-la-cour-d-appel-confirme-un-meurtre-antisemite-19-11-

2020-2401840_2386.php. 

246 https://www.algemeiner.com/2020/11/19/appeal-by-accused-killers-of-holocaust-survivor-mireille-

knoll-to-drop-antisemitism-charge-rejected-by-french-court/. 

247 https://www.timesofisrael.com/french-court-orders-trial-over-womans-alleged-anti-semitic-murder/. 

248 https://www.lefigaro.fr/actualite-france/meurtre-de-mireille-knoll-l-antisemitisme-reconnu-20200713. 

249 Ibid. 

250 https://www.haaretz.com/world-news/protesters-shout-dirty-jews-at-paris-rally-against-police-racism-

1.8920575. 

251 https://www.jta.org/quick-reads/protesters-shout-dirty-jews-at-paris-rally-against-police-racism. 

252 https://www.francetvinfo.fr/faits-divers/police/violences-policieres/video-violences-policieres-le-

mouvement-generation-identitaire-deploie-une-banderole-appelant-a-la-justice-pour-les-victimes-du-

racisme-anti-blanc-durant-la-manifestation_4007113.html. 
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A video of the chants was posted on the right-wing weekly news site Valeurs Actuelles253 
and distributed on social media254. Some protesters also held up anti-Israel signs including 
one reading "Israel, laboratory of police violence" and waved Palestinian flags. The police 
released a statement saying it had "reported the antisemitic comments to the French 
judiciary"255. Jean-Luc Melenchon, from the far-left LFI party ("France Insoumise") 
accused the police of "inciting hatred by spreading gossip about antisemitism" [in order 
to] "sow division within an anti-racist protest"256, remarks for which he has been 
criticized. 

Jewish Community Criticizes Anti-Racism Protest 

Following the Traoré protest, CRIF president Francis Kalifat said anti-Semites had 
ƛƴŦƛƭǘǊŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘ άǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ ƴƻōƭŜ ŎŀǳǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƎƘǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǊŀŎƛǎƳΣ ǘƻ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ƘŀǘǊŜŘ 
against Jews and LǎǊŀŜƭΦέ257 He criticized the participants for not denouncing the 
antisemitic protesters and asked why these protesters did "not protest when Sarah 
Halimi and Mireille Knoll ǿŜǊŜ ƳǳǊŘŜǊŜŘΚέ258  

Melenchon's Controversial Remarks on the Crucifixion of Jesus 

During an interview in July on the French BFM-RTL TV news channel, Jean-Luc Melenchon, 
member of the French National Assembly and head of the LFI (La France Insoumise) far-
left party, purportedly accused Jews of being responsible for the death of Jesus259. Asked 
ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿŜǊ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ άōŜ ƭƛƪŜ WŜǎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǊŜspondέ 
ǿƘŜƴ ǇǊƻǾƻƪŜŘ ōȅ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƻǊǎΣ aŞƭŜƴŎƘƻƴ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘΣ ά[ƛǎǘŜƴΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ WŜǎǳǎ ǿŀǎ 
on the cross. I know who put him there, it seems that it was his own compatriotǎέ260. The 
Wiesenthal Center condemned the remark saying, "The repeated accusation of deicide 
throughout the Middle Ages resulted in pogroms, torture and execution of Jewish 
communities [and culminated] in the Nazi Holocaust". The Judeo-Christian Fellowship of 
France similarly condemned the remarks and the French Jewish parliamentarian Meyer 
Iŀōƛō ǊŜŀŎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ¢ǿƛǘǘŜǊΣ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎΣ άbƻ aǊΦ aŞƭŜƴŎƘƻƴΗ ώΧϐ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴŘŜƳƴŜŘ 
to death by crucifixion by the Roman Ponce Pilate, not by his Jewish compatriots! The 
temptation was perhaps too strong to recycle the age-ƻƭŘ ŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛŎ ŘŜƛŎƛŘŜ ǘǊƻǇŜΦέ261  
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Germany 2020/Sarah Rembiszewski 

"The Corona issue is just a pretext for anti-democratic and antisemitic resentment."   

We are dealing with a social climate in the Federal Republic in which anti-Semites have 
the feeling that they do not really have to reckon with any form of rejection or 
sanctions. Anti-Semites still feel on the ǳǇǎǿƛƴƎΦέ 262 Samuel Salzborn263 

Despite the massive restrictions on public life since March 17, 2020, aiming to contain the 
Covid-19 pandemic, the number of antisemitic manifestations reached its highest level 
since 2001. With the beginning of the anti-lockdown, and later anti-vaccine 
demonstrations in the streets all over Germany, it quickly became clear to those who 
monitor antisemitism and hate crimes that the rallies had become hotspots for 
expressions of antisemitic hatred, which otherwise would have disappeared from the 
streets. The numbers collected for the first months did not yet give a clear picture, as 
fewer incidents were reported due the pandemic's restrictions. However, while football 
stadiums, restaurants, pubs, public transportation, and schools were closed, antisemitic 
hate messages and threats were observed increasingly in cyberspace - on Telegram, 
Facebook and Instagram, which became the main means for delivering such content. 
Zoom bombing (with 'zoom' referring to the popular video conferencing platform) 
became a means for attacking zoom meetings related to Jews or Jewish issues, disrupting 
them with hate graphics, threatening messages or actions, hate speech and pornographic 
contents.264  

In a release published on September 22, 2020, the Department for Research and 
Information on Antisemitism Berlin (RIAS), a civic organization, documented 410 incidents 
τ more than two per day τ during the first half of 2020, apparently suggesting a certain 
decrease compared to the same period in 2019, with 458 incidents.265 

But it soon became clear that antisemitic manifestations had become increasingly public, 
especially when rallies erupted all over Germany, drawing protestors of multiple 
ideological backgrounds, including large numbers of extreme right-wingers and neo-
Nazis. When it became evident that Covid-related contact restrictions were here to stay 
for longer than expected, the emergence of antisemitic myths was observed not only in 
cyberspace, but in the public sphere as well.  With anti-lockdown rallies on the rise during 
2020, antisemitic manifestations increased, reaching numbers that had not been 
registered since 2001. 266 

                                                      
 

262 https://www.tagesspiegel.de/berlin/zwischen-corona-demos-und-juedischem-alltag-natuerlich-hat-

berlin-ein-antisemitismus-problem/26177178.html. 

263 Prof. Samuel Salzborn has been the antisemitism commissioner for the state of Berlin since August, 

2020. 

264 https://www.adl.org/blog/how-to-prevent-zoombombing. 

265 https://report-antisemitism.de/en/rias-berlin/. 

266 https://www.tagesspiegel.de/politik/taeglich-mindestens-sechs-angriffe-von-judenhassern-

hoechststand-antisemitischer-kriminalitaet-seit-20-jahren/26905120.html. 
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2020 was also the year after the murderous attack on the synagogue of Halle, where two 
people were killed on October 9th 2019 - Yom Kippur, the highest Jewish holiday. The 
victims were not Jewish, but the motivation behind the murderous attack was antisemitic 
hatred: neo-Nazi Stephan Balliet (27) intended to storm the synagogue and commit a 
massacre. (see German chapter in 2019 GA). The attack left the country in άǎƘƻŎƪέΦ  
Nevertheless, the final numbers of reported antisemitic incidents, published by the BKA 
(Bundeskriminalamt, Federal Police) at the end of 2020, άǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘέ the authorities as 
well as the Jewish communities in Germany. Even before the numbers were made public, 
the concerns of the Central Council of Jews in Germany had been growing. "In view of the 
numerous antisemitic incidents at the corona denier demos and the conspiracy myths on 
the Internet, it was unfortunately to be expected that the number of antisemitic crimes 
would rise again,"  Josef Schuster, Head of the Zentralrat, told the media. "Now it is a sad 
certainty." The preliminary statistics show that "the radicalization of society is advancing 
and respect for minorities is falling," warned Schuster. 267  According to the Antisemitic 
Cyber Monitoring System (ACMS) of the Israeli Ministry of Diaspora Affairs, άнуΦр҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
posts related to Covid-19 contain Holocaust Denial and Distortion. Most of these express 
Holocaust trivialization by comparing Coronavirus restrictions to the antisemitic policies 
of the Nazi regime, and those who oppose these restrictions compare themselves to Jews 
during the Holocaust." CƻǊ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦŀƳƻǳǎ ǇƘǊŀǎŜ ά!ǊōŜƛǘ aŀŎƘǘ CǊŜƛέ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
ǊŜǇǳǊǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ άLƳǇŦŜƴ aŀŎƘǘ CǊŜƛΣέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ά±ŀŎŎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ LiberatesΦέ !ƴǘƛ-
vaxxers also compare ŀƭƭŜƎŜŘ άǾŀŎŎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎέ ǘƻ !ǳǎŎƘǿƛǘȊ ŀƴŘ ŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
police are developing a dictatorship which will persecute those who refuse the vaccine by 
sending them to concentration camps.268  

The official numbers show the highest level of antisemitism since 2001. Analysis of this 
phenomenon, to understand tendencies and trends, produced evidence that 
antisemitism is not mainly an imported issue, as sometimes claimed.  This year, no trigger 
was needed from a conflict zone in the ME involving Israel.  The corona epidemic and 
related issues like vaccination, triggered a wave of antisemitism all over the globe, with 
Germany conspicuous in its report of a considerable rise. It was evident to those 
monitoring and analyzing antisemitic manifestations, that the combination of 
antisemitism with anti-vaxxersΩ discourse is nothing but a continuation of an older 
antisemitic myth about Jews poisoning the wells or Jewish doctors spreading disease. (see 
Czech report) 

According to a response from the federal government to a parliamentary question from 
left-wing Member of the Bundestag Petra Pau, 2,275 antisemitic crimes were 
documented in 2020 (compared to 1,839 in 2019) - the highest number since the police 
introduced the Politically Motivated Crime (PMK) recording system in 2001. 

                                                      
267 https://www.dw.com/en/germany-sees-spike-in-antisemitic-crimes-reports/a-56537178.   
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The number of unreported cases is likely to be much higher, however, because surveys 
have shown that 80 percent of all antisemitic attacks are not reported (see previous 
reports). It must be noted that according to these statistics, while incidents increased on 
the whole, violent attacks decreased from 72 in 2019 to 55 in 2020.   Although the police 
were able to identify 1,367 suspects, only five people were arrested and there no arrest 
warrants were issued.   The vast majority of antisemitic hate crimes were perpetrated by 
the far right. Cases involving Islamists, left-wingers and others accounted for only a small 
portion, according to the published statistics.  

However, this does not mean that antisemitic feelings are not widespread among 
Muslims in Germany. A classified German intelligence report (Antisemitismus im 
Islamismus), by the Federal Office for the Protection of the Constitution (BfV), revealed 
widespread Islamic antisemitism among Muslim organizations in Germany, including 
defective statistics about the origin of crimes resulting from Jew-hatred. The findings 
show that antisemitism is an important part of islamist ideologies. According to Thomas 
Haldenwang (CDU) hostility towards Jews is "represented by practically all noteworthy 
Islamist organizations that are active in Germany" - Hamas, the Muslim Brotherhood, Milli 
Görüs, Hezbollah and the "Islamic State". In view of these findings, the BfV has been 
sharply criticized, as official statistics, according to which 70, 80 or 90 percent of all 
antisemitic attacks in Germany are carried out by right-wing radicals, may be inaccurate - 
especially considering that unclarified cases of antisemitism are mostly attributed to 
extreme-right motivations.269 

Although attacks and assaults decreased (probably because of multiple lockdowns), there 
have been desecrations of cemeteries, synagogues, Holocaust memorials (especially of 
ά{ǘƻƭǇŜǊǎǘŜƛƴŜέύ as well as violent attacks against Jews, Jewish homes and Jewish sites.  

The most serious and most widely publicized event was an attempted murder on October 
5th, (almost exactly one year after Halle), in which the perpetrator attacked his visibly 
Jewish victim with a folding spade, causing several severe head injuries.  

At the beginning of attacker's trial on 12 February 2021 the public was excluded because 
the 29-year-old defendant was considered mentally ill. For Philipp Stricharz, Chairman of 
the Hamburg Jewish Community, there can be no doubt about his anti-Jewish motive: the 
perpetrator took a taxi to the synagogue, where his target was a man with a kippah. "It 
must be recognized that we as a Jewish community are threatened," said Stricharz. άIow 
can you prevent antisemitic acts in the future if you don't even call them antisemitic?" 270 
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IHRA Working Definition of Antisemitism 

For some time now, the most effective and acclaimed means for defining an incident as 
antisemitic, has been the sometimes controversial IHRA Working Definition of 
Antisemitism  (see Kantor ǎǘǳŘȅΧΦύΣ adopted in 2017 by the German Bundestag, and since 
then by many state governments, universities, football clubs, and a range of 
governmental and non-governmental bodies. "The adoption of the definition sets a 
framework," said Green parliamentarian Volker Beck. "Government action at various 
levels ς from legal prosecution through educational measures to the sensitization of the 
judicial system ς is now more binding. We can create a common understanding in 
government of the problems and challenges, as well as an evaluation framework for 
preventing and combating [antisemitism]."271 

On October 1, 2020 the state of Hesse adopted the Definition and a week later, on 
October 8, during the World Holocaust Forum, Borussia Dortmund signed the pledge, also 
resolving to adopt the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance's (IHRA) Working 
Definition of antisemitism and make an important contribution to the fight against 
antisemitism. 

Rallies 

Today, Germany is at the forefront of a global anti-vaccination movement, with 
demonstrations all over the country constantly intensifying. The protesters include 
conspiracy theorists, radical extremists, anti-Semites, football hooligans and antivaxxers. 
Germany already had a fervent anti-vaccine movement long before thousands of 
protestors took to the streets in the spring of 2020, reflecting a historic skepticism of 
government control and an affinity for alternative medicine. (Footnote: The first vaccine 
opposition groups were founded in 1869 in Leipzig and Stuttgart τ five years before the 
imperial vaccination law. The Imperial Association Opposing Compulsory Vaccination 
soon had 300,000 members.272) 

The Federal Association Rias (The Federal Association of Research and Information 
Centers on Antisemitism,) identified the following Holocaust-related expressions in the 
first nationwide "Fundamental Rights Demonstrations" against the corona restrictions on 
May 2: Freiburg, Baden-Württemberg: "Vaccination liberates"; Ravensburg, Baden-
²ǸǊǘǘŜƳōŜǊƎΥ ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎΣ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōǳǊƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ōƻƻƪǎ 
in a very dark time."; Stuttgart, Baden-Württemberg: "We will not tolerate a new 
Holocaust, this untested vaccination craze, for its world domination."; Villingen-
Schwenningen, Baden-Württemberg: a sign with the inscription "Corona economic 
Holocaust"; Augsburg, Bavaria: "Final solution of the CƻǊƻƴŀ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΥ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴέ; 
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Munich, BavŀǊƛŀΥ Ϧbƻ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻǊƻƴŀ ŦŀǎŎƛǎƳέΤ Regensburg, Bavaria: One person wore a 
jacket with the words "1933 - 2020 wake up"; Berlin: A demonstrator wore an armband 
with a yellow star with the word "Jew"; Darmstadt, Hessen: A "Jewish star" with the word 
"unvaccinated"; Leipzig, Saxony: "1933: Reichstag fire, 2020: Covid-19 coup d'état".273 

Example: 

A rally supported by neo-Nazi groups drew more than 20,000 protesters in Berlin on 
Saturday, 1 August 2020, demanding an end to coronavirus restrictions. The 
demonstration was organized by a Stuttgart-based group called Querdenken 711 
όά¢ƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ !Ǝŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ƛŘŜέύΦ Lƴ ŀƴ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ŀ мфор ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
Nazi army by Leni Riefenstahl, the rally took place ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǘǘƻ ά5ŀȅ ƻŦ CǊŜŜŘƻƳέΦ 
{ƻƳŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŜǎ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛŎ ǎƭƻƎŀƴǎΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ 
regulations for stopping the spread of the coronavirus to Nazi directives. An intervention 
by Jewish groups led authorities to alter the planned route, which would have passed by 
a main city synagogue during Shabbat services. Berlin police broke up the demonstration 
a few hours after it started, forcibly removing some speakers from the stage they had set 
up. More than 100 people were arrested.  Counter-protesters also demonstrated, some 
holding up signs that said άbƻ tƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ bŀȊƛǎΦέ .ŜǊƭƛƴΩǎ WŜǿƛǎƘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ 
dismay at the open antisemitism shown at the rally.274 "In retrospect, this demonstration 
Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŦŜŀǊǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ {ƛgmount Koenigsberg, commissioner against 
antisemitism for the Jewish Community of Berlin. άThe Shoah was repeatedly relativized 
ŀƴŘ ŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛŎ ŎƻƴǎǇƛǊŀŎȅ ƳȅǘƘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ǊŜǇŜǊǘƻƛǊŜΦέ  

Relating to the use of the Shoah and references to the Nazi regime in the rallies, the 
antisemitism commissioner of the state government, the Munich state parliament 
member Ludwig Spaenle (CSU), observed "with great concern that opponents of the 
Corona measures are putting themselves on the same level as the Jews persecuted by the 
Nazi regime and portraying themselves as resistance fighters against an allegedly 
undemocratic government: "We are not allowed to watch that." 

For quite a few corona deniers, the enemy's image is clear. Once again, the Jews are 
supposedly responsible, even if the terminology, punishable under criminal law, is 
replaced by ciphers. The names are Soros, Rothschild or "global elites" whose "puppets" 
are democratic politicians and - as declared on a demonstration poster on May 16 in 
Munich - also police officers. At rallies, people of Jewish faith were accused of being 
"masterminds and beneficiaries of the pandemic," observed Bavaria's Interior Minister 
Joachim Herrmann (CSU) in mid-2020. "Jewish stars" with the inscription "unvaccinated", 
comparisons with murdered heroes of the Nazi era and conspiracy theories against the 

                                                      
273 https://www.dw.com/de/corona-proteste-im-aufwind/a-5444303. 
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supposed "money Jew" - all this is piling up in the German Corona denial scene and it is 
increasing! 275 

Extreme right 

At the beginning of February 2021, the federal government reported a rise in crimes 
committed by neo-Nazis and other right-wingers. The police identified more than 23,000 
relevant crimes in 2020. This too is the second highest level since 2001.  The danger posed 
by right-wing extremism in Germany is high. This was manifested, among other things, by 
the attacks in Kassel, Halle and Hanau.  The best-known case in 2020 was that of a racist 
far-right extremist who killed nine people in the city of Hanau on February 19th. 

Accordingly, the Office for the Protection of the Constitution now counts 32,080 people 
within the "right-wing extremist potential" - compared to 24,100 last year. One reason 
for this significant increase is the inclusion, for the first time, of the estimated 7,000 
supporters of the völkisch AfD (Alternative Fuer Deutschland) "wing" among the right-
wing extremists. 276  The AfD is the first majority right-wing extremist party in the German 
Bundestag (see previous GA) since the founding of the Federal Republic of Germany, and 
more than half of its electorate is latently or manifestly right-wing extremist, according to 
a survey of the Bertelsmann foundation. Parts of the AfD have again attracted Holocaust 
comparisons referring to the corona measures taken by the government. The AfD's 
Schleswig-Holstein compared the Infection Protection Act with the Enabling Act 
(Ermächtigungsgesetz) of 1933 and the measures for preventing the spread of the disease 
with the persecution of Jews under National Socialism. In addition, the AfD's Salzgitter 
shared a photo with the ǎƭƻƎŀƴ ά±ŀŎŎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ Liberatesέ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ epitaph ά²ƻǊƪ 
[ƛōŜǊŀǘŜǎέ ό!ǊōŜƛǘ ƳŀŎƘǘ ŦǊŜƛύ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ the Auschwitz concentration camp. 

Army 

On July 2nd, 2020 it became known that DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ ŘŜŦŜƴǎŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΣ !ƴƴŜƎǊŜǘ YǊŀƳǇ-
Karrenbauer, had disbanded a fighting unit of the Kommando Spezialkräfte (Special 
Forces Command, KSK) of the German army, considered infested with right-wing 
extremists.  In May 2020, weapons and Nazi propaganda material were discovered during 
a raid oƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜ ƻŦ ά[ƛǘǘƭŜ {ƘŜŜǇέΣ ǎŜǊƎŜŀƴǘ ƳŀƧƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ǳƴŘŜǎǿŜƘǊΦ CƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ 
German politicians and security chiefs had rejected the notion of any far-right infiltration 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻƴƭȅ ƻŦ άƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ŎŀǎŜǎΦέ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŎŀǎŜǎ ƻŦ ŦŀǊ-right 
extremists in the military and police, some hoarding weapons and explosives and 
maintaining safe houses, have increased alarmingly. Thomas Haldenwang, president of 
DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ƛƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴŎŜ ŀƎŜƴŎȅΣ Ƙŀǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŦŀǊ-right extremism and terrorism 
ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άōƛƎƎŜǎǘ danger to German ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀŎȅ ǘƻŘŀȅέΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ neo-Nazi networks and 
the New Right. The president of the Military Shield Service, (MAD) Christof Gramm sees a 
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"new dimension" in the problem of right-ǿƛƴƎ ŜȄǘǊŜƳƛǎƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊƳȅΦ ά9ȄŎŜǎǎƛǾŜ 
patriotism without a commitment to the laws of the state will not be tolerated in the 
Bundeswehr," said Gramm. 277 

Police 

Right-wing extremism has also been a problem in the German police force for quite some 
time (see previous reports) but has been ignored for many years by the authorities. When 
the dimensions of the phenomenon became public, Rhine-Westphalia Interior Minister 
Herbert Reul appointed an officer for right-wing extremism in the police force.278  

29 police officers are being investigated for the dissemination of 126 right-wing extremist 
images in at least five WhatsApp chat groups, including messages with the image of Adolf 
Hitler and montages of refugees in gas chambers.279 

Responses 

In view of recent developments, the federal government of Germany decided to allocate 
an additional 22 million euros to the protection of Jewish institutions. The money is 
intended for measures of structural protection, as announced by the Federal Ministry of 
the Interior and the Central Council of Jews in Germany on September 17th, 2020. Interior 
Minister Horst Seehofer justified this step explaining that it was for "German reasons of 
state" that Jews must be able to live safely in Germany. "The Jewish community can rely 
on the federal government doing everything it can to guarantee the necessary protection. 
We are aware of our responsibility". 280 

On September 15, 2020, marking the 70th anniversary of the Central Council of Jews in 
Germany, Chancellor Angela Merkel (CDU) honored the Council as a reliable partner in 
politics and society. At the same time, she criticized rising antisemitism, which causes her 
"great concern". ά!ƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛǎƳέΣ said Merkel, "is a shame and I am deeply ashamed of 
the expression of racism and antisemitism in our country in these times. 
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Racism and antisemitism have never disappeared, but for some time now they have been 
more visible and uninhibited."  

Central Council President Josef Schuster expressed similar concerns. "The trust that Jews 
have placed in Germany has been deeply shaken over the decades and again and again 
today," he said, referring to antisemitic attacks. "The majority of the population is behind 
us and so are the established parties." The Central Council of Jews in Germany was 
founded on July 19, 1950 in Frankfurt am Main. At that time around 15,000 Jews were 
living in Germany. Today the Central Council represents 105 Jewish communities in 
Germany with around 100,000 members; its administration moved from Frankfurt am 
Main to Berlin in 1999.281 

Rabbis in German Army 

In May 2020 the German Bundestag voted unanimously in favor of a state treaty, 
according to which rabbis in the Bundeswehr can also take on pastoral work in the 
future. The Orthodox Rabbi Conference Germany welcomed the parliamentary decision 
and the church commissioner of the Union faction, Hermann Gröhe (CDU), said: " Military 
rabbis are a great gift for the Bundeswehr." There are around 94,000 Christians and 
around 300 Jews in the Bundeswehr. 282 

Controversy and debate 

In a letter of July 24, 2020, to German Chancellor Angela Merkel (CDU), more than 60 
scientists, writers and artists from Germany and Israel warned of an "inflationary, 
factually and legally unfounded use of the term antisemitism", and a "mood of branding, 
intimidation and fear", criticizing the work of antisemitism commissioner, Felix Klein. They 
accused Klein of άŘƛverting attention from real antisemitic sentiments and riots that 
actually endanger Jewish life in DŜǊƳŀƴȅέ with άǘƘŜ support of right-wing populist Israeli 
ǾƻƛŎŜǎέΦ They further expressed concern about άŀ threat to freedom of expression aiming 
to suppress legitimate criticism of Israeli government policies." The letter was sharply 
discussed and criticized. 283 

Since mid-April 2020, the Cameroonian post-colonialist philosopher, historian, political 
scientist and thinker Achille Mbembe has been at the heart of a virulent debate stirring 
up the German political media, with the biggest German newspapers (Die Zeit, the 
Frankfurter Allgemeine and the Sueddeutsche Zeitung) taking up the issue. The debate 
was set off on March 25th by Lorenz Deutsch, cultural spokesman of the North Rhine-
Westphalian faction of the Free Democratic Party (FDP), who criticized Stefanie Carp, 
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director of the Ruhrtriennale, for inviting Achille Mbembe to give a speech at the opening 
of the major international cultural festival held every year in Bochum, (but cancelled in 
2020 because of the corona pandemic). Achille Mbembe has been accused of 
antisemitism, relativizing the Holocaust and claiming that Israel is an apartheid state. His 
case has sparked a broader debate on freedom of expression and criticism of the state of 
Israel in Germany. Achille Mbembe claims that the "shameful allegations" against him are 
unfounded. "Everything I have ever written or said rests on a single foundation, namely 
the hope for the development of a truly universal community, from which no one is 
excluded," the philosopher wrote in a detailed reply in the weekly Die Zeit on April 23, 
also stating that antisemitism is "a terrible crime." He further underlined his position on 
April 28, declaring that he would never trivialize the Holocaust or equate the mass murder 
of the Jews with apartheid in South Africa.284 

Greece / Michal Navoth 

The present survey of Greece for the year 2020 is divided into two parts. The first refers 
to antisemitic incidents generally and to the Golden Dawn trial specifically; whereas the 
second part concerns Corona-related antisemitism. 

Antisemitic incidents 

Throughout 2020, antisemitic manifestations in Greece were mainly non-violent.  As in 

recent years, there were no incidents targeting Jews, and acts of vandalism against Jewish 

sites were few. Jewish cemeteries and Holocaust monuments continue to be traditional 

targets. 

At the beginning of January 2020, the Holocaust memorial in the northern Greek city of 

¢ǊƛƪŀƭŀΣ ƻƴŎŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ WŜǿƛsh communities, was vandalized. The Star of 

David was removed from the monument, erected to commemorate the Jews deported to 

Auschwitz, and its surrounding fencing was torn down.285 

                                                      
284 https://www.zeit.de/2020/18/antisemitismus-achille-mbembe-vorwuerfe-holocaust-rechtsextremisus-
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https://besacenter.org/perspectives-papers/achille-mbembe-antisemitism/; 
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https://www.dw.com/en/why-achille-mbembe-was-accused-of-antisemitism/a-53293797. 

285The incident occurred a few days after the walls of a newly restored historic synagogue in Trikala were 

smeared with the abusive antisemitic slogan ñJewish snakes out.ò   

 World Jewish Congress (WJC), January 6, 2020, 

https://www.worldjewishcongress.org/en/news/holocaust-monument-and-newly-renovated-synagogue-

vandalized-in-greece-1-1-2020; Newly renovated historic synagogue in Greece vandalized, December 31, 

2019, at  https://www.jta.org/quick-reads 

Though it was the final event for the year, it was not the only antisemitic event for Trikala, whose 

monument was defaced three times in 2019. See  Michal Navoth, Greece, in Kantor Center for the Study of 

Cotemporary European Jewry, Antisemitism Worldwide 2019 and the beginning of 2020, 107,  https://en-
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Greece saw a spike in antisemitic vandalism in October 2020 in connection with the final 

stage of the five-and-a-half-year-long trial of the neo-Nazi party Golden Dawn.286 On 

October 5, 2020, just two days before the verdict was rendered, the words "Juden Raus", 

a German phrase once used by the Nazis, meaning "Jews Out", was daubed in black on 

the outside fence of the Jewish cemetery in Nikaia, southwestern suburb of Athens, along 

with a symbol similar to the swastika used by Golden Dawn.287 After Golden Dawn leaders 

were handed their sentences this trend became even more ŀŎǳǘŜΦ  ά5ŜŀǘƘ ǘƻ LǎǊŀŜƭέ ǿŀǎ 

written on October 10, 2020 at the entrance gate of the Jewish Cemetery of Thessaloniki; 

On October 11, 2020 four headstones were smashed at the Jewish Cemetery of Rhodes; 

On October мсΣ нлнл ƎǊŀŦŦƛǘƛ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜŀŘ ά²ƛǘƘ WŜǿǎ ȅƻǳ ƭƻǎŜέ was painted on the façade 

of the Holocaust Monument of Thessaloniki, dedicated to the city's 50,000 Jews who had 

been exterminated, concluding this "chain of desecrations".288 

The Central Board of Jewish Communities in Greece (KIS) issued announcements requiring 

the Greek State to take all necessary steps to arrest the perpetrators and put them on 

trial, and calling for the reinforcement of security measures in all Jewish monuments and 

institutions in Greece;289 as well as condemnation by the Greek Foreign Ministry. In 

addition,290 an active response was made. At the instruction of Athens Mayor, Kostas 

.ŀƪƻȅŀƴƴƛǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘȅΩǎ agencies immediately erased the inscription on the fence 

of the Jewish cemetery in Nikaia.291 

                                                      
humanities.tau.ac.il/sites/humanities_en.tau.ac.il/files/media_server/humanities/kantor/Kantor%20Report%

202020_130820.pdf 

286 See infra. 

287AFP, Jewish cemeteries, Holocaust memorial desecrated in Greece, October 19,2020,  at  

https://www.timesofisrael.com/jewish-cemeteries-holocaust-memorial-desecrated-in-greece/ 

288 JTA, Two Greek cemeteries and a Shoah monument vandalised in apparent hate crimes, October 21, 

2020, at https://jewishnews.timesofisrael.com/two-greek-cemeteries-and-a-shoah-monument-vandalised-in-

apparent-hate-crimes/;  Central Board of Jewish Communities in Greece (KIS), KIS Announcement for the 

Attacks Against Jewish Sites ï Graffiti at the Holocaust Monument of Thessaloniki, October 19, 2020, at 

https://kis.gr/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=900:kis-announcement-for-the-attacks-

against-jewish-sites-graffiti-at-the-holocaust-monument-of-thessaloniki&catid=49:2009-05-11-09-28-23;  

289 Central Board of Jewish Communities in Greece (KIS), KIS Announcement for the Antisemitc Graffiti 

at the Jewish Cemetery of Athens, October 20, 2020, at 

https://kis.gr/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=901:kis-announcement-for-the-

antisemitic-graffiti-at-the-jewish-cemetery-of-athens&catid=9:deltiatypoy&Itemid=32; Central Board of 

Jewish Communities in Greece (KIS), Vandalism of the Jewish Cemetery of Rhodes, October 19, 2020, at 

https://kis.gr/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=903:-vandalism-of-the-jewish-

cemetery-of-rhodes&catid=9:deltiatypoy&Itemid=32. 

290Ministry of Foreign Affairs announcement on the desecration of the Holocaust Memorial in 

Thessaloniki, October 19, 2020, at https://www.mfa.gr/en/current-affairs/statements-speeches/ministry-of-

foreign-affairs-announcement-on-the-desecration-of-the-holocaust-memorial-in-thessaloniki.html. 

291 KIS, Antisemitc Graffiti at the Jewish Cemetery of Athens. 
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hƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ пΣ нлнл ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ άWŜǎǳǎ ²ƛƴǎέ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ǎȅƳōƻƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ 

scrawled on the exterior wall surrounding the Synagogue and a nearby Holocaust 

monument in Larissa in northern Greece.292 

On the night between the 28th and 29th of December 2020, a Christogram cross with the 

ǿƻǊŘǎ άWŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ /ƻƴǉǳŜǊǎέ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǇǊŀȅŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘ ƳƻƴǳƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ Drama in 

northeastern Greece. The vandals also broke a part of the marble base of the 

monument. Similar damage was done to a memorial plaque at the nearby tobacco 

warehouse, where on March 3, 1943, the Bulgarian occupying forces arrested and 

imprisoned the Jews of the city before deporting them to extermination camps.  Like in 

the case of Nikaia, the event prompted condemnation from the Jewish Community and 

the Greek Foreign Ministry, and the municipality of Drama reacted swiftly to fix the 

damage and delete the graffiti.293 

The Golden Dawn trial  

Wrapping up a trial that began in April 2015, a Greek Court ruled on October 7, 2020 that 

the neo-Nazi party Golden Dawn had been a criminal organization disguised as a political 

party, and convicted 68 defendants, including 18 ex-MPs.294 According to the presiding 

judge, aŀǊƛŀ [ŜǇŜƴƛƻǘƛΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘ ƘŀŘ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜǾŜƴ ƻŦ DƻƭŘŜƴ 5ŀǿƴΩǎ му ŦƻǊƳŜǊ 

MPs, including the party's founder, Nikolaos Michaloliakos, had led the criminal 

organization. The rest were found guilty of participating in the gang.295 

The murder on September 17, 2013, near Athens, of anti-fascist musician Pavlos Fyssas, 

by Giorgos Roupakias, who admitted to being an active supporter of Golden Dawn, served 

as a wakeup call that triggered a crackdown against the party, including massive 

unprecedented reactions from the Greek authorities, as well as a judicial investigation 

                                                      
292Cnaan  Liphshiz, óJesus Winsô graffitied on Greece synagogue and Holocaust monument,  December 4, 

2020, at https://www.timesofisrael.com/jesus-wins-graffitied-on-greece-synagogue-and-holocaust-
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Monument, synagogue, December 4, 2020, at https://www.ekathimerini.com/news/259931/foreign-

ministry-condemns-vandalism-of-larissa-s-holocaust-monument-synagogue/ [in the original ï M.N]. 

293 Central Board of Jewish Communities in Greece (KIS), Vandalism of the Holocaust Monument of 

Drama ï Reactions and Restoration, January 5, 2021, at 
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294 Jackson Richman, Greek court brands neo-Nazi party Golden Dawn a criminal organization, October 

7, 2020, at https://www.jns.org/greek-court-brands-neo-nazi-party-golden-dawn-a-criminal-organization/. 

295 Helena Smith, Golden Dawn guilty verdicts celebrated across Greece, The Guardian, October 7, 2020, 

at https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/oct/07/golden-dawn-leader-and-ex-mps-found-guilty-in-

landmark-trial.  
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into the alleged criminal activities of Golden Dawn.296  In addition to the fatal stabbing of 

Fyssas, defendants in the trial were also convicted of other violent attacks on immigrants, 

refugees and left-wing political opponents, as well as illegal possession of weapons.297 

On October 14, 2021 the Court sentenced the seven members of the Golden Dawn 

leadership to 13 years in prison, and in several cases added a few more months ς 

approaching the maximum penalty for heading a criminal organization,298 which is 15 

years uƴŘŜǊ DǊŜŜŎŜΩǎ ǊŜǾƛǎŜŘ ǇŜƴŀƭ ŎƻŘŜ. Lawyers for the Defense had argued during the 

legal proceedings for sentences to be reduced. Michaloliakos, a Holocaust denier and 

ardent admirer of Hitler, was handed an additional six-month jail term for illegal arms 

possession. Other senior figures like Ioannis Lagos received a prison term of 13 years and 

eight months and Ilias Kasidiaris was handed a 13-and-a-half-year prison term. Eleven 

other former MPs received sentences ranging from five to seven years for membership in 

a criminal organization.  Roupakias was the only defendant to be given a life sentence for 

the murder of Fyssas.299 

In a country that had suffered so much under the Nazi occupation, it has taken far too 

long to acknowledge that Golden Dawn was operating in a strict hierarchical structure 

inspired by Nazi ideology.300 Still, the question to be asked now is: What will be the 

implications of the landmark ruling, the biggest trial of fascists since Nuremberg?  The 

Long-awaited decision of the Greek court has ramifications for the far right across Europe 

and Greece.301 As Dr. Moshe Kantor, European Jewish Congress President, pointed out: 

άώǿϐŜ ƘƻǇŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ƴŜƻ-Nazi parties to run in elections and sit 

in parliaments will likewise proscribe parties which promote racist and hateful 

                                                      
296 Michal Navoth, The Worrisome Defiance of the Golden Dawn, KANTOR CENTER POSITION 

PAPERS  4 (Mikael Shainkman ed., August 2014), https://en-
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https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-54433396 ; Jewish Cemeteries, Holocaust Memorial Desecrated 

In Greece. 
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October 14, 2020, at https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/oct/14/greece-golden-dawn-neo-nazi-
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pending appeal. See Helena Smith, Greek court jails Golden Dawn leaders as it rejects calls for delay, The 

Guardian,  October 22, 2020, at https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/oct/22/greek-court-rejects-bid-
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300Smith, Neo-Nazi leaders; Michal Navoth, Greece, in Kantor Center for the Study of Cotemporary 

European Jewry, Antisemitism Worldwide 2017 General Analysis Draft, nn. 40-41 and accompanying text, 
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ƛŘŜƻƭƻƎƛŜǎΦέ302 DǊŜŜƪ tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ YȅǊƛŀƪƻǎ aƛǘǎƻǘŀƪƛǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘΥ άώŀϐŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƪ 

people voted the neo-Nazi party Golden Dawn out of Parliament in the last election, today 

the Greek justice system convicted its leadership of operating as a criminal 

organization."303 Thus, it was not only a victory for democracy and the rule of law; the 

sentence is indicative of mainstreaming the fight against antisemitism. Yet, clear as these 

lessons and messages from the historic verdict may be, far right nationalism, both in 

Greece and elsewhere, has not disappeared from the scene. 

In Greece it has been shattered.304  Golden Dawn, once a marginal group, became the 

third-ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǇŀǊǘȅ ƛƴ DǊŜŜŎŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŎǊƛǎƛǎΦ  .ȅ ǘŀǇǇƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 

anger over the growing immigrant population and austere measures taken in the debt-

stricken country, Golden Dawn managed to portray themselves as true patriots and the 

only defenders of Greek interests.  They maintained this position throughout the trial, 

until the summer of 2019 - when in the snap election of 7 July, 2019, Golden Dawn, 

plagued by strife within the party, failed to cross the 3 percent threshold required to enter 

the Greek parliament and lost its seven-year-long parliamentary representation. Since 

then, it has all but collapsed amid defection and infighting. 305 A new party, however, has 

squeezed into the Greek Parliament - the Greek Solution. Though it is not a neo-Nazi 

party, it is in the far right of the political spectrum.306 

It seems that the vacuum created by the downfall of Golden Dawn appeals to  

some other actors as well. In the first half of October 2020 the Greek daily KATHIMERINI 

wrote about a confidential report of the Greek police that was leaked to the press. 

According to the report, a total of 16 far-right groups were vying to fill the vacuum left by 

Golden Dawn. Some of their members have in the past been convicted of assaulting, inter 

alia,  Jewish sites.307 
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The racism represented by Golden Dawn has not disappeared.308 Greece must continue 

countering antisemitism.  The wave of antisemitic occurrences in October 2020 made this 

all the more evident. In November 2019 Greece adopted the International Holocaust 

Remembrance Alliance (IHRA)'s definition of antisemitism.309  According to the latest 

report of the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA), published on 

September 10, 2020: "[i]n Greece, an inter-ministerial committee is being set up to 

propose a legal framework for using the IHRA definition in education, justice and public 

administration."310  Undertaking such measures can serve as Exhibit A in Greece's 

struggle. 

Corona-related antisemitism 

Articles related to the Coronavirus and antisemitic conspiracy theories were published in 

the Greek press, mainly in far-right and nationalist Greek newspapers such as  ELEFTHERI 

ORA, MAKELEIO, in Golden Dawn's weekly CHRYSSI AVGHI, and also in posts on different social 

media platforms.  They accused the Jews, Zionists and Israelis of causing and spreading 

the Coronavirus pandemic or intending to make a profit from the vaccine they were 

already developing. 

The narratives in these sources fall broadly into categories such as: Zionists' orchestrated 

plan for world domination, their economic domination, Holocaust trivialization and the 

Palestinians.311   On May 15, 2020 an article in ELEFTHERI ORA claimed: "The coronavirus 

ǿŀǎ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ɵƛƻƴƛǎǘ ŘƻƳƛƴŀǘƻǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻōŜ ŦƻǊ ǿƻǊƭŘ governance."312 Similarly, 

Henry Kissinger's article entitled: The Coronavirus Pandemic Will Forever Alter the World 

Order, published on April 3, 2020 in THE WALL STREET JOURNAL,313 was distorted by an article 

posted in a blog the following day, which read: "The scheming Zionist proposes world 

dictatorship ς Kissinger shows us the medicine for Covid-мфΥ ²ƻǊƭŘ 5ƛŎǘŀǘƻǊǎƘƛǇΗέ314  On  

March 19, 2020 MAKELEIO quoted the daily AL-WATAN of Saudi Arabia, which claimed that 

ϦΧǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǾƛǊǳǎ ƛǎ ŀ Ǉƭŀƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ŀƴŘ Israeli pharmaceutical companies aiming 

ŀǘ ǇǊƻŦƛǘέΦ315 In the same vein, MAKELEIO published an article on May 2, 2020 writing that 

"The Jews, the Israelis, apparently the allies of the Americans, who have the best 
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309 Navoth, Antisemitism Worldwide 2019 and the beginning of 2020, n. 250 and accompanying text.  
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https://www.wsj.com/articles/the-coronavirus-pandemic-will -forever-alter-the-world-order-1158595300 

314 KIS Memo. 

315 Id. 

https://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/fra-2020-antisemitism-overview-2009-2019_en.pdf
https://www.wsj.com/articles/the-coronavirus-pandemic-will-forever-alter-the-world-order-1158595300


 

 128 

 

intelligence in the world, most probably haǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǊŜŀŘȅΧέ316  The Jews 

who had been blamed for Greece's economic woes during the financial crisis were now 

blamed for the economic recession triggered by the coronavirus. On May 13, 2020, 

discussing  the repercussions of the pandemic for world economy, CHRYSSI AVGHI argued: 

άǘƘŜ ƘŀƴŘƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Covid-19 pandemic has left people all over the world with no illusions 

ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ½ƛƻƴƛǎǘ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭƛǎƳέΦ317 hƴ aŀǊŎƘ нуΣ нлнл ɳŦƛƳŜǊƛŘŀ TON SYNTAKTON,  

which is part of the mainstream press, published an article asserting that ϦΧ LǎǊŀŜƭ Ƙŀǎ 

created a chamber for the reproduction of the virus, which could at any moment lead to 

a holocaust not only of the Palestinians but of several neighboring countries as well, 

ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ ǎƻƻƴΦΦΦέΦ318 

The Palestinians were also referred to in a video posted on May 4, 2020 in the Twitter 

account of the BDS movement in Greece, denouncing the Israeli policy towards 

Palestinians during the corona pandemic.319 

Toward the end of 2020, the good news that the vaccine had been produced sadly 

corroborated the Coronavirus-inspired antisemitic expressions. Following the 

announcement made by Albert Bourla, CEO of the Pfizer pharmaceutical company and a 

Greek Jew, on the upcoming Covid-19 vaccine, the front page of the daily MAKELEIO of 

November 10, 2020 came out with a shocking illustration and title: the photo of Nazi 

doctor Josef Mengele next to the photo of Dr. Bourla,320 with a huge title that ǊŜŀŘ άWŜǿƛǎƘ 

veterinarian will stick the needle in us!" The outrage and disgust of Greek Jewry were 

expressed in the KIS announcement: "[t]he identification of the CEO of Pfizer as Mengele, 

the so-called butcher of Auschwitz, is an appalling and unethical assault against Albert 

.ƻǳǊƭŀ ƻƴƭȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ƛǎ ŀ WŜǿΧ ¢ƘŜ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ suddenly becomes άǇƻƛǎƻƴέ 

ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ WŜǿƛǎƘ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ /9hΣ !ƭōŜǊǘ .ƻǳǊƭŀΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ 

compared to the Nazi experiments in Auschwitz, in an attempt to prevent people from 

ǳǎƛƴƎ ƛǘΧϦ321 The KIS announcement was followed by an immediate response from the 

General Secretary for Religious Affairs, George Kalantzis: ϦΧ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƘƻƴƻǊ ŀƴŘ ŀ 

source of pride for our country that a Greek ς regardless of which God he might believe 
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317Id.  

318Id. See also Victor Eliezer, Coronavirus: The Jews are in the line of fire again, May 7, 2020, at 
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in, or not believe - holds such a responsible position and has significantly contributed to 

finding a solution for this unprecedented health crisis." 322 

A preliminary investigation into fake news regarding the pandemic and the vaccine was 

ordered by the Athens Prosecutor's Office soon after, on November 19, 2020.  Among 

other issues, the inquiry will focus on articles published in the MAKELEIO newspaper, 

including the one of November 10, 2020.323 

On October 2020 MAKELEIO was convicted by the First Instance Court of Athens  for 

άƛƴǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ for having contributed on purpose  to the reproduction of a rhetoric of hate  

ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎέ324, but  its defamatory content during the coronavirus crisis continues 

to add to the bigotry of the lowest kind against the Jews. 

Iran / Liora Hendelman-Baavur 

The global outbreak of the coronavirus pandemic in early 2020 became fertile ground for 

the dissemination of antisemitic and anti-Israeli conspiracy theories in the Islamic 

Republic of Iran, which surged in two major waves. The first wave targeted the ά½ƛƻnist 

ǊŜƎƛƳŜέ along with the United States as responsible for creating and spreading the virus 

in order to gain either power or profit. The second wave focused on comparisons 

between the coronavirus and the state of Israel, arguing that the latter is far worse than 

the first.325 Theories of conspiracy of this sort can be viewed as part of what Josep Borrel, 

the European Union's foreign affairs chief, has named "the global battle of narratives", 

referring to attempts made by some countries to discredit and stigmatize other nations 

as alleged carriers of the virus.326 However, in the case of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 

these myths exacerbate antisemitic rhetoric and imagery (invoking the classic triumvirate 

of blood, money, and power) under the aegis of the state, headed by Iranian Supreme 

                                                      
322Central Board of Jewish Communities in Greece (KIS), Announcement by the General Secretary for 

Religious Affairs, George Kalantzis for the Front-Page title of "Makeleio", November 10, 2020, id.  

323 Athens Prosecutorôs Office orders probe into fake news, November 19,2020 at 
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Religious Affairs. The Court imposed a $2,200 fine on Stefanos Chios, the publisher of the Makeleio for an 

op-ed written in 2017 in which he called Minos Moissis, a former president of the Athens Jewish 
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publisher convicted of hate speech against Jewish leader, The Jerusalem Post, November 6, 2020 at 

https://www.jpost.com/diaspora/antisemitism/greek-newspaper-publisher-convicted-of-hate-speech-
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326 "EU HRVP Josep Borrell: The Coronavirus pandemic and the new world it is creating", European 

Union Eternal Action Service (EUAS), March 24, 2020.  
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[ŜŀŘŜǊΣ !ȅŀǘƻƭƭŀƘ !ƭƛ YƘŀƳŜƴŜΩi, renowned for his advocacy of Holocaust denial. Seeds of 

hate and incitement of violence against Jews are systematically planted by state-

sponsored channels of communication, cultural events327, and publications of semi-

academic institutions, as well as Iranian schoolbooks.328 

Beginning in late February and throughout March, state-sponsored media in Iran 

zealouslȅ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ά½ƛƻƴƛǎǘ ǊŜƎƛƳŜέ was involved in engineering and 

spreading the coronavirus. Reminiscent of the medieval period, when Jews were blamed 

for spreading the Black Death plague,329 a barrage of speculations appeared in national 

media outlets, voiced by various public figures, including representatives of parliament, 

the clerical establishment, the security forces, and academia. 

hƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нуΣ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎ ŀƎŜƴŎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƘƛΨƛ ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ vƻƳ ǉǳƻǘŜŘ ŀ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎǘ 

from Yemen by the name of Salim al-Muntaser, saying that Israel's national intelligence 

agency had produced the corona virus.330 The following day, on February 29, the veteran 

Majlis deputy Gholamali Jafarzadeh Iman Abadi of Rasht, tweeted that Covid-19 should 

be considered "a biological attack" on Iran,  launched by the U.S. and the Zionist regime.331 

On March 3, the head of Iran's Civil Defense Organization, Brigadier General Gholam Reza 

Jalali, said that the outcomes of the coronavirus epidemic and the western states' media 

propaganda suggest that the  virus might be a biological attack against China and Iran.332  

While repetition makes an idea seem more credible, regardless of whether it is true or 

not, citing multiple sources tends to enhance the "illusion of truth" effect, and hence, 

early conjectures soon gave way to speculative accusation. On March 11 radical cleric 

Mehdi Tŀȿeb stressed that in order to strike Iran, its enemies "are willing to let 100 million 

people die all over world."333 The next day Ali Karami, Professor of Medical Biotechnology 

and Genetic Engineering, accused the Americans and Zionists of creating this virus as an 
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άŜǘƘƴƛŎ ǿŜŀǇƻƴέ against Iran.334 Using similar terminology, pseudo-intellectual Ali Akbar 

Raefipour, who is best known for his lectures in universities about Satanism and 

Freemasonry, referred to Covid-19 as άZionist biological terrorism.έ335  

At the same time, IranΩs English language news network Press TV, summoned a άWestern 

expertέ from its arsenal of conspiracy tƘŜƻǊƛǎǘǎΣ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƳŜΩs speculations that 

ά½ƛƻƴƛǎǘ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ ƻǊ LǎǊŀŜƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŜȄǇƭƻƛǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǾƛǊǳǎ ŜǇƛŘŜƳƛŎ 

to create and spread a deadlier strain of the virus in Iran. άL ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ 

on, under the cloak of the alleged coronavirus epidemic, is that biological warfare is being 

ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ LǊŀƴ ōȅ ½ƛƻƴƛǎǘ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΣέ 

said James Fetzer, a retired professor of philosophy at the University of Minnesota to 

Press TV on March 5. 336 

On March 7, another frequent contributor to Press TV, Kevin Barnett, a former University 

of Wisconsin-Madison instrucǘƻǊΣ ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ άΧ¦!bL (the United Against Nuclear Iran 

organization] is just one of the many Israeli pressure groups running United States foreign 

policy. It's just an outrage. And now they're trying to amplify the plague of coronavirus in 

LǊŀƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻƴŜ ǎǳǎǇŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊŜŘΦΦΦέ337 The 

translation of this opinion column appeared the next day in Hispan TV, the Spanish 

language news channel operated by Iran's broadcasting cooperation since December 

2011.338  

Intended to reinforce Iran's ties with Spain and boost its influence in Latin America, Hispan 

TV follows in the footsteps of Press TV and the Arabic satellite TV station, Al Alam, in 

promoting the Islamic Republic's ideological agenda and disseminating controversial 

conspiracy theories disguised as accurate and unbiased news coverage of the world and 

Middle East events. On March 18, The Jerusalem Post reported a number of disturbing 

incidents of Turks blaming the coronavirus pandemic on Jews and Zionism.339 The 

following day, Hispan TV presented the report as news based on supposedly reliable 
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analysis and evaluation of Turkish experts quoted in the Israeli press.340 ISNA reported 

that according to "a new study conducted by researchers at the University of Oxford, it 

was found that one in five Britons believes that the Jews created Covid-19 to bring 

economic collapse in order to enjoy financial gain.έ341 

According to some foreign experts and Iranian expatriates, the purpose of the intensive 

promotion of these and other conspiracy theories was to distract Iranian citizens from the 

ǊŜƎƛƳŜΩs mounting failures in dealing with the pandemic .342 A video clip entitled άCorona, 

Israel and the Conspiracy Theory: Spreading the Virus (is the Work of the Jewish State),έ 

uploaded to YouTube in September, summarized the defamations promoted in Iran since 

the outbreak of the pandemic. Under this provocative title, the producer Iran Wire ,a bi-

lingual news analysis website operating since 2014 by Iranian journalists in Diaspora, 

argued: "for the Islamic Republic, any crisis can be instrumental for building a new theory 

about Israel.έ343 

The second major wave of conspiracy theories teeming with antiemetic ingredients, 

surged throughout the month of May. Against the backdrop of Quds Day, an annual event 

initiated by Iran to express support for the Palestinians, this wave propagated 

comparisons between the coronavirus and Israel, claiming that the latter is worse and 

deadlier than the first. In addition to the above-mentioned association made by Ayatollah 

YƘŀƳŜƴŜΩi, in an interview with the LǊŀƴƛŀƴ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ News Agency, Shahruz Barzegar, 

member of the Parliamentary National Security and Foreign Policy Committee, stated: 

"The corona does not erase the crimes of the Zionist regime from the minds of the people. 

The hands of Zionism and the arrogant regime, who committed many crimes, are stained 

with the blood of many people in the region."344 

On May 25, the junior cleric Mehdi Dary, the Friday prayer leader of  Rudan County, called 

all Muslims to unite "against the illicit and fake Zionist regime, this ruthless and 

bloodthirsty virus is worse than the corona".345 Hamid Shahriari, the recently appointed 

general secretary of the World Forum for Proximity of Islamic Schools of Thought, took 

advantage of this opportunity to emphasize, "Muslims of the world should express their 
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